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astronomers who had seen Sinus the dog-star
rushing over the heavens in pursuit of the Big
Bear—or the Virgin seating herself in Cassio-
peia's Chair.

"We finished our report last night," said the
elder, handing her a copy. "As you will see,

we have discovered a very serious situation in
the treasurer's department."

It struck Mary later that she showed no sur-
prise. Indeed, more than onoe in the last few
days, when noticing Burdon 's nervous reckless-
ness, she had found herself connecting it with
the auditors' work upon the books.

"I would have asked Mr. Woodward for an
explanation," continued the accountant, "but
he has been absent yesterday and today. How-
ever, as you will see, no explanation can pos-
sibly cover the facts disclosed. There is a clear
case for criminal action against him."
"I don't think there will be any action," said

Mary, looking up after a pause. "I'm sure his
father will make good the shortage." But
when she looked at the total she couldn't help
thinking, ''It will be a tight squeeze, though,
even for Uncle Stanley."
Now that it was over, she felt relieved, as

though a load had lifted from her mind.
"He'll never bother Helen again," she found
herself thinking. "Perhaps I had better teie-


