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from existing settlements or navigable waters. No new settlement cansupport Itself far from the aforementioned aids. To attemptS IIdisadvantageous waste of means which ought to be more usefully em!

It is necessary however to explore a country to a considerable extentbeyond tl^ immediate scite of an intended settlement, in order to asce".

r^r^'' !f ^°T' '•'°'' P'^'P'^'' °f ^"'"--^ prosperity, which in nasmall degree depend on its situation in respect to adjacent tracts of land.The ...habitants of a small tract of the most fertile soil are never sothrmng as those even of an inferior soil, when surrounded by extensive
racts ot fertile land, particularly if the roads of communication of the lat-ter to their markets lie thro' the lesser tract.
The general Geographical knowledge of Lower Canada, shewinc th,existing settlements and the courses of the Rivers towards their mouths

1'1^:T V'f r "^^"'c "P^°""S P^"-"^' °"ght to be employed
with a view to the forming of new settlements. The Surveys of \helownships have given much information, and the Topography of theCountry .s we 1 known to its inhabitants, although much of it is in illway cf being lost The Indians whose knowledge of this sort exceed!
that of any other description of people are disappearing. The rot^ears
etLoureurs dtbois,^zx%om formerly employed in trading with The In-
d.an3, and who traversed the country in every direction, are nearly ex-
tinct. Ihere are, however in every Parish many persons employetJ
in agriculture, who make long excursions into the rear of the settlement,
at certam periods of the year for the purpose of hunting and fishinff.
froni whom much information might be had of the nature of the CooS*
try m different directions, and of great utility tor forming a judiciou,

b 'ed
^ ' " ^''P^°""^ P'"'" "'g^' ^« advantageously em-

Heavy expenses attending those parties and useless attempts ought to
be carefully avoided.—Where the expenses are permitted to be hi|h. tho
undertaking becomes a job for senseless and useless persons, and at th.,so
expenses must be borne by the public, an outcry is soon raised whicU
puts a stop to almost every useful undertaking of the kind.

I should conceive that a party consisting of one intelligent person, well
acquainted with the inhabitants and the soil and climate of Lower-Ca-
nada, and able to keep a journal, as manager.

Three Indians who have frequented the tract to be explored and who
are active and sober and of good character.
One Canadian farmer who has made excursions into the country to be

explored. ^

One American farmer who has been accustomed to open new settle-ments—would be sufficient for exploring any tract adjoining the existing
settlements in Lower Canada that might be thought worth the trouble
and expense.


