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3< In choosing m«n to rule (If you wouM endiftToar to

)mp ih» unity of th« Spirit, and th« bond of p«M» Uwre-

by), U mrthA you choow uwn of p«MMble dlq)0«itloni.

TM which h«th much annoyed the {Mace of churches

^«lh been the fkoward and perreree epirite of the rulen

Siereof. Solomon therefore adrieeth, That with a ftirioue

man we should not go, leet we learn hie ways, and get a

ti«re to our sonla, Pror. xrii. S4, SO, and with the fro-

Wrd we learn flrowardnee^ How do some men'e wdrde

«ifc ^ike a canker ; who instead of lifting up their roicee like

a trumpet to sound a parley for peaee, have rather sounded

M^alarm to war and contention. If ever we would lire in

peace, let us rereienos the iwt of them that bring the glad

tidings of it .

how hare somi men mads It thtlrlnulnMB to preach

contentions, and upon their ehtertaniiilpnt of every nov%l

opinion to pnach ssparationi How haih Qod's word

been stretohsd and torn to Anrniah ihess men with argu-

ments to tear churches i Hare not our ears heard those

texts that say, " Come out fipom among them, and be se-

parates*^&C., and "Withdraw from every brother that walks

disorderly t" I say, hAvt w<s not heard theee texts that

ikllf written fo prevent disorder brought to cbunte-

'nii^ the greatest disorder that ever was in the church of

Qo^etin schism and division 1 whereas one of theee ex-

hortations was written to the ohnrdh of Gorinth, to sepa-

nte themselves fhxn the idol's temple, and the idol'ii table,

In whidi many of them lived in the partidpaUon of, not^

witbstandii^ their proftssion of the true God ; as appears,

8 Oor. vL le, 17, compared with 1 Oor. viiL 7, and as 1

Oor. X. 14, SO, 8S, ledtes ; .and not lor some few or more

membtn, whclihall maks themselvi^ both judges and par-

ties to mak» BSparsftion, when and as ofUnss they pleaee,

ftom the wbok congiegatioii and ehnr^of Ood, when

they stood idated ; lor by. the same rule, akid upon the

^mt gkoond, inay ottwrs ilart soma new question among

tlMse |MW sspantistp^ and become their own judges of ihs

oomnnmicablenees of them, and thanup<m make wofribet

••*-

's.

pr^


