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camped on Barrack’s Point, in wigwams made of poles covered with
cedar bark. My father traded with Gordon, who settled on Penetan-
guishene Bay long before the troops moved from Drummond Island.
William Beausoleil came before him and settled on Beausoleil Island. I
was with the party who brought Colonel Jarvis, Colonel Sparks and
Lady Jameson down from Manitoulin Island to Penetanguishene in
birch-bark canoes. We stopped at Skull Island, where there was a
large pit in the solid rock filled with skeletons. Mrs. Jameson asked
someone to get a skull for her, and Thomas Ledue went down and got
one. They put it in the canoe near my feet, and I told them to take it
away. Mrs. Jameson kept it in the canoe with her. We took her to
Coldwater, where an ox-team and waggon was procured, and she was
driven to Orillia (the Narrows), where she boarded a vessel for Holland
Landing, thence on to Toronto. 1 once took the wife of Colonel Jarvis
in a canoe, with two Indians, from Coldwater to Beausoleil Island and
Penetanguishene to visit the Indians. She returned by the old military
road to Kempenfeldt Bay, and across to the Landing home. 1T recollect
seeing Sir John Franklin at Newmarket in 1825. 1 hauled the oak
timber from Lanigan's Lake to build the Penctanguishene, the first
steamer built here, near the site of McGibbon's mill.  Mr. Morrison had
the contract for building the first Indian houses on Beausoleil Island.
Mr. Roe had the contract for supplying provisions to the garrison at
Penetanguishene. He hired twenty-two teams from the Davidites, ncar
Sharon. I drove one team, and they followed each other at intervals of
one hour, going from the landing across the ice, through the old military
road to Penetanguishene ‘and the barracks. I was with Mr. Longhouse
in Vaughan for two years, and with Captain Strachan for three seasons
hunting on Lake St. Clair. Two of the vessels sunk here in Penctan-
guishene harbor (Scorpion and Tigress) were American schooners
captured at the Détour by Adjutant Keating and his men. William
Robinson built the first mill at the head of the bay, now owned by
Copeland. Andrew Mitehell was the first postmaster at Penetanguishene.
Serpent River got its name from a perpendicular rock at its mouth, on
which a huge serpent is neatly carved. I went with Colonel Sparks,
Colonel Jarvis and several Government officers on a trip round the
lakes hunting for the rebel Mackenzie. My brother-in-law, Lewis
Solomon, and several French-Canadians went as assistants. We went
up to Manitoulin and the Sault, around by Mackinaw and down to
Sarnia, Detroit and Malden, then down Lake Erie to Buffalo. The
Americans said, “If he were hidden anywhere there, they would give
him up.” We went down the Niagara, portaged round the falls, and




