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Commerce of tbe Empire held at loatreal, 1 7tl| to 2 tst Angnst 1 903.

To
TiiK l'KE8IDENT AND CX)MMITTER

or THE IPPER INDIA CHAMHKH OK COM.MKKCK.

Gkntlemew,

Vou were gooti eiioii>,'li to iioiniiiatu iiic an oiw (if tin- ro|(rt:..ontHtivc« ilok-
Katcdtoatteml 111 your Ixlmlf the Congress of ('liain».erH of Cominerrc of th.-
Empire, held at Montreal from 17lli to 2Iki A.in.isi li.Mi.un.l I havo iiJcaHurc in
forwarding tliiB l)ri»;f record of thf pror.f.liiins in wlii.h | took (wrt. My col-
leagues were Sir William K. Coo|Mr and Sli J-Idwuf.l Unck, hut tin- formi-r wan
unfortunately not hIiIo to leave Eii^tland to l>o pirwnt at tlii' t'.iiijrre«K meetings.

My wife and lleft C'awnitoie on 2lKt Mnv imd snilrd from fJomliay in th«?

p. & O. 8. H. Indiii on 23rd. A fev, honis urtoi sHilinf.', th.- huliu j,in into cycloni.-
weather and had to lieave to for Hcv.ial lioiiis. ,\ wind velocity of up to 100
miles per hour was registered, and the Imromct.i f,.|| thiee-quarters of an inch
in four hours, but tlic InUm was very skilfully handled and snlTercd no damage of
any kind- We reached Aden on 28tli, and transferred to the fUmnliinn whicli
land'.i us at Marseilles on Saturday, Ctl< June ; and we reached London the fol-

lowing day at 6 i>. m.

We remained at home until 28tli July,- when we ,<ail<dfrom Livei|K)ol foi

Boston in the Ciinarder Ivivnia (14,000 tons). There wi n- amoii^ onr fellow-

passengers a nnmher of C<iiij,'ress delcfjutcs, inelinling Mr. Kenrie MiiiTa.\, th.;

Becretary, and several prominent men from the London Chamber. During th'-

voyage the 8moking-ro<mi was frei|ueiitly the scene of impromi>tn dc-hates on the
fiscal pif.l. - usually Initiated by certain a>;-ressive Chandieriainites, del.'gal.s
from Yoikshiii "''uinbeis, I succeeded in maintaining the r.".le of an amused
listener. After an otherwise uneventful and comfortable trip, the heniift reach. .

I

Boston onCth Auffiist. On landing, we had to |my tribute to the Protection i>t,

proclivities of our American cousins, by endiuint.' lor Minio two hours the ordiiil

of perhaps the most obncAious custotus examii'utioti in the world. It was diirieiili

to maintain a philosophic calm duriiiK tlie trial, but we were fortified by tl,.-

knowledge that our declaration was honest ami that we pos.sessed nothing contm-
Imnd, and we were treated no worse than others. To tenter tlie States by land ai-

sea is an agony lon<t drawn out which lives in the ineiuory as a (;iiicl niKhtmaie.

Until the 15tli August we were chiefly occupied in visiting fac-tories (b'.-.t

and shoe, cotton, |»a|»er, wtJOlleii, rubber, etc.) in tli<- New KiiKlaiid States. We
reached M itreal late on Saturday, 15tli August, and couhl not therefore^ tako
part in the histori.- li dmwii> lid. . Next day there was a Siiecial Coimress Ser-
vice in Christ Church Cathedral, which we attended.

Ou Monday, 17th, the Coufjiess was opeiii-d at 10 a. m. and was continued
(two sessiims daily) until Kiiday, 21st. Some of tli.; Resolutions carried the hrst
day were not discussed very thorouglil-, as many of the delcfjates appealed to
hesitate to s[)eak even on questions In which the.\ were per.soiiully interested.
But afterwards, when they had settled down to work, no R.;solution was allowed
to pass "by surprise" or without ample consideration. Several times what
pra.-tically amounted to "closure" had to l)e ap|.li.d, v. that:. .ie<isi.,n niiuht
be arrived at within reasonable time.


