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wiivs [irovided hv or fur the use of the miiiiiiK jiopiilation of old days. 'Most worthy

iif iiientiou aiiioiit; thesi; is the world faino\is " Carihoo road" built by the Hoyal

Kntfineers with the assistaiiee of the miners themselves under the direction of Governor

Douglas during'- the early sixties. This excellent hitrhway is tlu^ main artery of

iiiinmerce for the interior. Coniinencint? at Ashcroft, a town on the Canadian Pacific

railway in tlie Thompson valley, now also served by the Canadian National railway,

it runs northerly 2"20 miles to Quesnel and thence easterly an additional (W miles to

l!;irkerville, the centre c. the Cariboo gcild-fields. Climbing from an altitude of

l.tXK) feet at Ashcroft it reaches Clin«,on by way of the picturesque Bonaparte valley.

Tiie distance is about ;i4 milm and the (rrade very steep.

From Clinton the road, now closely paralleled by the P. O. E. railroad grade

climbs onto the high plateaus of tint interior and runs by way of Lae la Hache and

ir)0-Mile House to reach the east bank of the Fraser at Soda Creek. It el..<cly fellows

this bank through Maealister, Alexandria and Kersley to Quesnel.

This road is still in a remarkable state of preservation and is subjected to heavy

traffic. The completion of the Pacific (ircat Eastern railway will witness the passing

of the long through stage service but it will always remain a main trunk ro.^d of this

part of the Fraser valley. Auto staires make ri'pular trips l>etween Ashcroft and

(Juesiiel. covering the 220 miles as a rule in one day. 1 hey also ply between Quesnel

and Barkerville. This section is good but has very heavy grades.

From this main trunk highway roads and trails branch oflF east and west to serve

Horsefly, Quesnel lake, Chil<i)tin and lilaekwatcr districts. A trail from the Barker-

ville district leads easterly to the valh-y of the s.nith fork of tlie Fraser and meets the

lirand Trunk Pacific railway at Rooney while one from the Chileotin crosses to the

llclia Coola valley and fnljow^ it to the end of a road leading to the <'oast.

\ wagon roail with stage MTvice operating on it runs frtim Vand:'rhoof to Fort

St. James and trails lead from that )ioiiit to !^^an^on Creek and Fort .^rcLeod.

.Vnother good wagon road with stage servi<'e runs from I'lurti?. lake soutii to Francois

.in<l Ootsa lakes.

.Mong the old Asheroft-Yukon telegraph line a road follows from Quesnel to f"ort

Kraser, with a branch heaving at the P>laekwater crossing to run into Prince George.

I'rom Fort Fraser the road traverses the Endako and Bulkley valleys to llazelton ami

for some 45 miles up the Skeena river above this point.

.V road, now in rough condition, leads from Giscome fin the Fraser river, some T

miles across 'he " G?scome jtortage " to Summit lake. .V road leading north from

Prince George joined this road about half a mile north of the Fraser river but now a

-liort-cut has been built giving a direct line from Prince George to Summit lake and

cutting out tlie old road. A great amount of traffic follows this route.

The (^'ariboo, I'pper Fraser, Nechako and ]5ulkley districts have a fair asset of

: roads and trails for a new district and they are being added to and improved from

! year to year. The Terrace district has good local roads, also the lower parts of many
•. coast valleys.

\ Better transportation facilities are required for the Xass district. A trunk

; road giving an outlet from the Bulkley and Kispiox valleys and following down the

j.skeena valley to serve this territory locally and conne<'t with Prince Rupert wouid
-i

Inlso be a great advantage. The road from Quesnel to Prince George reqviires

liinprovement.
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