ed Si ~Seater Fighter Airc

1.  The high standard of fighting efficiency of Canadals airmen can only be
maintained by providing them with up-to~date aircraft whose performance will
compare favourably with those produced in othexr countries.

2. It is desirsble that such aircraft should be of Canadisn design and
production.

3. To do this, opportunity must be provided for the atiraction and retention
of skilled technical personnel presently availeble in Cansda but who will inevi~
tably disperse to other countries where they can ply their skill in the produc~
tion of original designs to betier advantage, _

be Fighter aircraft now in use with airframes of present design and powered
.with the current type of interrnal combustion engine are considered to be of
obsolete or obsolescent design and will be out-moded completely two to five years

henoe.

5.  Turbd Research Limited was formed to design and dovelop gas turbines.
One of the most important applications upon vwhich this Compeany is to concentrate,
is the gas turbine for aircraft propulsion.

6. Judging by the experience in tho develepment of e new prototype eireraft
in other countries, notably the United Kingdom, 20 gas turbines is a reasonably
conservative mmber to underteke experimentation and development of the gas
turbine and the testing and proving of the aeroplane. ‘

Te It ic intended that the first of the 3 airframes produced to this Depart-
ment’s specifications will be for experimental purposes to prove both the design
of the airfreme and the gas turbine and the combination thereof, the other two
airoraft to be prototype single-seater fighters - all three airecraft to be del-

ivered successively ag completed to the Royal Caradian Air Férce for tests and

service trisls,

8. The fighter design is roadily adsptable for photographic recomaiaeancé
purposes, involving only the insteilation of cameras. It¢ also can be adapted
for use as a {ighter bomber by the addition of bomb-carrying facilities.

9. One of the major difficuliies in the way of establishing and maintaining
an eircraft industry in peace time is the problem of making it economically self-
sustaining by essuring for its product a market in sufficient volume to recoup

the designing, engineering and production costs, However it should be borne in
mind that Covermment financial assistence to an sircraft industry is not without
procedént since it may be ieken as an accepted fect that the aircraft industry

in every nation to~day has been and is maintained with assistance from the Govern~
ment of thst nation to creagte actual and potentisl air power and in no country
has the aircraft industry reached a position of being self-sustaining in the true
sensé of the term.

Minutes and Documents of the Cabinet War Committee, \
] Volume AVI, July - December 1944, (R.G. 2, 7c, Volume 16) |

PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA




