
Dennis Timbrell:
Ontario has “the most iincompetent premier and administration this province has seen”

E: You ran in the last leadership convention and narrowly 
lost to Larry Grossman by only 19 votes. Have all the 
internal party wounds healed yet?

T: Yes, I think so for the EEEH5E
virtually all behind us. Changing the system from a dele­
gated convention to "one member-one vote universal 
sufferage has helped to do that. I believe the new leader- 

ip election process is forcing the party to be much
more open, much more democratic, and that’s for the 
good.

E: Do you predict that there will be 
next convention?

T: ' !°Pe ndt. ' w°uld h°Pe that everybody keeps the focus 
where it should be, on the horrific shortcomings of the 
present Peterson administration. And if we can do that 
attacking Liberals, not fellow Conservatives, then I think
we II be m a much stronger position come next spring
to successfully challenge their government.

E: You have often been referred to as a "Red Tory" or at the 
least a moderate. How do you see yourself?

T: J ™odfrate’ I'm a fiscal conservative. I'm tight with a 
dollar. I don’t believe in a lot of government; I believe in 
having enough government. I don't believe in excess I 
believe in having a lean administration. I would put’a 
hirmg freeze on and roll back the totally unsupportable 
padding of the public service of this province that’ 
on in the last four years.

In order to retain the fiscal flexibility to be innovative 
on social programs, you’ve got to be able to have fiscal 
responsibility to introduce new programs such as the 
rental allowance program that I think is essential In my 
mind it makes a hell of a lot of sense because the present 
system is just digging us a deeper and deeper hole I’ve 
always considered myself to be a moderate, a fiscal 
conservative, with a very strong social conscience.

E: das.been the extent of your political involvement
while having been in private life?

7 Meuerl?ft POlit'CS l vea,ways stayed involved. I chair the 
Multicultural Advisory Board of the Conservative Party, 
ve been involved in fund-raising. I was active in the 

campaign to change the party constitution to bring in the 
one member-one vote" system. I left the legislature I 

didn t leave the party.
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ennis Timbrell, a serious contender for the leader w^tixlrfVn^n 'nC°me rental housin9. especially those
ILS ship of Ontario’s Progressive w h then,Z get an all°wance to help them

Party, was at York last Thursday to addm« l r ‘ h , Z BV abandoning the rent control system, 
meeting of the York Progressive Conservât! « r Timbrell predicts developers will again start to build rental
Association. 9 * Conservat|ve Campus housing. This will result in the restoration of competition in

Timbrell was an MPP and cabinet minister when the pr= timo^3' h°L'sing ™arket and wiM solve, over a period of
were in power under Bill Davis, and later Frank Miller He sees IÏ problems °f availability and affordability. Timbrell
has already launched an unofficial campaign for the party’s need for furfo^ I œ P'3n 35 3 way to alleviate the

.owinUzSïïSs'iSîrzrjrrr* ,hey22.'°"ve,hecommuni,vwhe,eimportance for the next leader of the party to be see^as tionsT 93V6 hiS speech’ he fielded several ques-
credible, experienced, and to have a very broad basis of fives !Tnn!«?r°UP T'^"9 ,wo on what the Conserva- 
support in every sector of Ontario ' government, would do in the areas of the envir-

He also emphasized the need for = , ......................... 0n,ment and university funding.
come out of the next leadership convention divided then fina^ciaf °l ^ environment' Timbrell advocated giving 
we’re going to hand the next election to the most inr assistance, on occasion, to companies to meet
tent premier and administration tha? h^ nr T" enVlronmental standards. "We may well have to
seen.- he said. Timbrel! aSw,êdged i Zs2Z? T fvern™"'’ '"«°'«ed in low interest loans to some
was considering running (or leader He said the ConseLa! moZ away™3' 5 “ '°U9h °"e b6Cause 1 d°"'<like S™„g
aZnmrrrZZft^ZZrZ b:;r ,0 education lending. Tim-

organize itself was now. P3 ty t0 brell said there were no easy solutions. Cutbacks in
The latter portion of Timbrell's speech was aimed at critic- bTsta^T h?!?*’**88 ^ <L0lleges would not only have to

izing the Peterson government’s record Hpfnmcow * PP d’ but reversed. The key, he said, is to brinq
ularly on the issues of health care, the civil service andthP wor^nn1'6?’ tCOlleqes and even hi9h schools into a closer 
housing crisis in southern Ontario nd the 0 k ng relationships with the private sector.
people cameTonZ"1; “T he Said' member when his sZcT ^ OPPO”Unl,y '° 'a'k W,,b T,m6re"

other provinces Now weVeZuZy shipplngheart ^ an° ExcalA leadership convenlion is imminent You are not
patients off to the Cleveland Clinic we shovel off to R 3 COntender alon9 with Richard Harris
zsrizr~he p,,ncess Ma~ y™„zr9ham'bui a ,ae°",e ,p "in h°» -

hired to work in the civil service since Peterson became m *penence both as a businessman and a cabinet
premier. When totalling up the cost for salaries benefoof l’ ®!?ht portfolios'that allows me to speak with
office space, telephones, fax machines, cars, etc.’, the avéï todav convi<*°n on the issues facing Ontario

J ,^e yk°U 3nXi°US for 3 leadership convention?
$500-600 million a year in additional costs said Timbrel^ loo $ f°r the party that we get it over with as

' We left to Peterson, four and a half years aoo the mL ! a 5 poss'ble because we could all be into an election
efficient and the leanest government bureaucracy and £• From wh^ 5°’ th® m°re time we have. the better,
today its one of the worst. y’ 3nd f' From what areas do you feel that you have the strongest

Criticizing the government's inaction in ,ho h T support for a leadership bid?
sis, Timbrell asserted, “The only thing that’s assureTaboui 2 b3Sed’the yOU,h’ a" ages' a" sectors,
housing in Ontario today is that there isn’t enouqh of it and Zt. f municipal Politicians, physicians,
what there is, is not affordable." Timbrell sees It ! 1 ^ ses’farmers' everV Pad of Ontario,
as one of the major causes of the problem "I don’t ^Tt0 y°U thmk that you 'lbe ab,e to retain the youth
refine the rent control system I want to work to h "1(1° r yOU had In the last convention?
done^wfth7"^iUSt f°r9et the rent control sysfo^ S' 6Very mdication is that this is the

Timbrell's solution to the housing crisis would b 
duce a housing allowance so anyone paying

7 nn! l!de "T1 °Ut Pe°ple were ready for a change and we 
got bowled over. More and more people in Ontario after
seeing what Peterson and his government have delivered 
compared to what they promised in the 1987 campaign 
are saying "We've been taken. This is not 
we deserve.” a government

E: Do you think that people are ready for the Tory Party to 
make a return to provincial power?

T: I do. I really think that we have 
next provincial election.

E: Have the circumstances that the provincial PCs
themselves in acted as a catalyst for party renewal or 
reform?

a good shot of winning the

now find

T: N° qU3Sti°n about ^ ,he test couple of years has been 
cathartic for the party. It has forced us to look at issues 
like the way we choose leaders, to look at how we are 
percieved by people in Ontario, how we want to be posi­
tioned as a party. I think we’ve made good use of the last 
couple of years.

E: Will we see a provincial Tory Party in the 1990s which is 
drastically different from that of the 1980s?

7 P:°b3bly’ because the needs of the 90s are different than 
they have been in the 80s. In the early 80s. we started off 
with a very deep, very severe recession. In the 90s, the 
overriding question is "How do we keep the quality of life 
in Ontario, or improve the quality of life and keep Ontario 
competitive in the world market place?" That demands 
some new policies, some innovative policies. The 90s are 
different. We will adapt our principles, our fiscal conser- 
vat'vsrm with the strong social conscience to the needs 
of the 90s in the next century.

E. What will be the role of the party’s next leader?
7 1 th'"k the role wiM be as its always been, one of being a 

cata yst, someone that is the sponsor of dialogue, to 
identify good people to bring along as candidates as 
cabinet ministers, as riding presidents, as organizers 
you name it. And to be the person who will consistently 
strive to maintain the public's trust and confidence in that 
person and the party.

E Will you be that person?
7 yVel|: we" see °nce the date is set and the rules are 

finalized , III make my announcement.
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. Timbrell confided to Excalibur that as a politician he is

really pleased with reactions on a number of campuses Timbrent 7 'S 3 '3Wyer ln fact' he saVs he's not. 
this fall and I’ll be on a number more. I've been reallv ThemJln^o3 ^ ®d Y°rk but quit before he got his BA. 
pleased because many of these folks will be candidates York fliri» ° P° l,lcs of course! He was elected as a North 
if not in 1990, then certainly in 1994 or 1995 ’ a,derr^an at only the age of 23, elected to the Ontario

Legislative Assembly at 24 and appointed to cabinet at 27.
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