A little dissection. anyone?

The kid showman of York is

By AGNES KRUCHIO

Wherever he goes, ap-
pear and disappear; objects and
sometimes people float about;
cigarettes in asthrays burst into
spectacular flames. He is not My
Favourite Martian, but a kid
busily putting himself through
history at York, whose twenty-
four-hour-a-day ‘hobby’ just hap-
pens to be magic.

His name is Steve Schwartz, and
along with cohort Guy Zarafa, he
is planning a spectacular two-hour
Halloween magic-and-rock show
at Earl Haig Secondary School.
When I first met him, I told him
that magic “bored’”’” me. Now I'm
net so sure.

Steve is a showman. Like a kid
taking pleasure in surprising
adults, he is forever on the go, en-
dlessly producing cards, rabbits
and pigeons from hats, from
pockets or out of thin air. He can’t
ever even pay a waitress without
pulling the coins from behind her
ear. There are restaurants in
Toronto, he says, where he and
Guy are already part of the unof-

ficial entertainment. He gets a
kick out of people’s reactions.

“The other day Guy and I were
practicing out in a field. There he
was floating in the air, and all of a
sudden three Hell’s Angels on
motorcycles came roaring by and
they practically fell off their
bikes, they stopped so suddenly,”
says Steve.

“All sorts of people are im-
pressed by magic,” adds Guy,
who is Steve’s quieter half. “There
probably isn’t a person who at
some time or other didn’t want to
learn how to do a trick, or didn't
fail to be amazed about how some
little trick was done.”

Unlike Steve, with whom magic
is a twenty-four hour obsession,
Guy is more concerned that people
understand magic and its
significance, and will only do
tricks when asked.

Guy says that today, more than
ever, people seem to find them-
selves through magic. “In a
society where everything is pre-
planned and computerized, and
where personality becomes

blurred, to do something that

. requires as much skill as does

magic, is in a curious way to
assert one’s individuality,” he ex-

- plains. “And besides, people still

want to leave some things
unknown and a little mysterious.”

Some of the tricks Steve and
Guy do are, well, amazing. Steve
can sit and do card-tricks for
hours on end. He has some 400
card tricks up his sleeve, with
which he can and does entertain
anyone from the Central Square
crowd to sick kids and oldesters in
hospitals, and casino and military-
type audiences in nightclubs.

He also does illusions, as the
larger stage-tricks are called.
Levitation of a volunteer from the
-audience is one. He also dissects a
girl into three parts in one act and
into six parts in another; he does a
split-second sex change and, for a
grand finale, he makes a girl
disappear and then reappear as a
real, live tiger.

Since their skill so far exceeds
their ages (Steve and Guy are 19
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Steve hwartz and Guy Zarafa — no strings attached

As for the levitation act — how
o they do it? Steve isn't telling,
and neither is Guy. But seeing, as
they say, is believing. I'm waiting.
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‘Formal gentleness’ from Burma

By RISHA GOTLIBOWICZ

More than a delightful diver-
sion, the dance of Burma invites
interest, curiosity and warmth.
Never before seen in North
America, the Burmese National
Theatre appeared on the Burton
stage last Wednesday — the first
presentation in this year’s Per-
forming Arts Series.

The Theatre features the unique
instruments of Burma combined
with highly stylized, marionette-
like body movements which take
years to master.

With seven dancers and seven
musicians performing before the
eyes of another culture, the
Theatre showed a slim portion of
the main body of its art.

The show opened with a semi-
circle of dancers squatting on the
floor, each dancer taking a turn to
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exhibit movements involving the
head, hands, feet, and shoulders.

dancers are precise, con-
trolled, exciting and completely
professional. The music was
rhythmic and clanging, and ac-
companied precisely the mimed
dancing.

What followed was Dance of the
Nat Votaress, which is a ritual ap-
peal to the spirits for a successful
performance.

Much of our fascination focuses
on the beautiful props. Costumes

St. John's

are colorful and gleaming, as they
would have been before the royal
courts of latter-day Burma. Masks
are resplendent; faces are alive
and spontaneous; musicians are
enclosed by a gold and red gazebo-
like structure.

We can only be outsiders. I, for
one, was left feeling strangely
dissatisfied, but nevertheless en-
chanted with this centuries-old
theatre. We are not used to this
kind of formal gentleness rattling
with genius and beauty.

o Final Year
Students

Today, the Chartered Accountant plays one
of the most exciting roles in business management,
tackling complex and fascinating problems.
For the professionally-trained,
the scope is limitless.

Discuss career opportunities with Clarkson, Gordon
representatives, on campus

Nov. 25 & 26

Appointments should be made through the
Student Placement Office.

Clarkson, Gordon & CO.

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

» Halifax « Saint John « Quebec
Montreal « Ottawa « Toronto « Hamilton « Kitchener
London « Windsor « Thunder Bay « Winnipeg

\ Regina « Calgary « Edmonton « Vancouver « Victoria

ordinary

through Harbinger 687-3609/

YORK UNIVERSITY HOMOPHILE ASSOCIATION
YUGA/GAY tries to offer something different from the downtown
scene. If you're into the bars and baths, you may find us duller than

hell. No wild orgles, no pairing up for the night — just a group of very
poopl? discussing hgw best to achieve successful lives, ac-
cepting the fact that we happen to be homosexual.

It's a new positive alternative for gay men and women, and if you're
interested in being part of It and help provide an input, we can grow to
be whatever you need. Get to know us — no gay man or woman at
York need ever feel alone — you're surrounded by friends. Contact us

Meets TUESDAYS 8 p.m. 215 Bethume.
Oct. 21: HOW LEGAL 1S HOMOSEXUALITY?
GROSS INDECENCY AND THE CRIMINAL CODE.

GAY ALLIANCE AT YORK (G.A.Y.)




