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Eco-catastrophe
how far 

have we gone?
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Detergent suds pollute our rivers in 1969. What will they look like in 1979?
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— Continued from last week

By DR. PAUL EHRLICH companies producing the equipment know this. They even 
boast in advertising that only their equipment will keep 
fishermen in business until the final kill. Profits must ob
viously be maximized in the short run. Indeed, Western 
society is in the process of completing the rape and 
der of the planet for economic gain. And, sadly, most of the 
rest of the world is eager for the opportunity to emulate 
our behavior. But the underdeveloped peoples will be de
nied that opportunity — the days of plunder are drawing 
inexorably to a close.

Most of the people who are going to die in the greatest 
cataclysm in the history of man have already been born. 
More than three and a half billion people already populate 
our moribund globe and about half of them are hungry. 
Some 10 to 20 million will starve to death this year. In spite 
of this, the population of the earth will increase by 70 mil
lion souls in 1969. For mankind has artificially lowered the 
death rate of the human population, while in general, birth 
rates have remained high. With the input side of the popu
lation system in high gear and the output side slowed 
down, our fragile planet has filled with people at an incre
dible rate. It tool several million years for the population 
to reach a total of two billion people in 1930, while a second 
two billion will have been added by 1975. By that time some 
experts feel that food shortages will have escalated the 
present level of world hunger and starvation into famines

of unbelievable proportions. Other experts, more optimis
tic, think the ultimate food-population collision will not 
occur until the decade of the 1980’s. Of course more 
sive famine may be avoided if other events cause a prior 
rise in human death rate.

Both worldwide plague and thermonuclear 
made more probable as population growth continues. 
These, along with famine, make up the trio of potential 
“death-rate solutions” to the population problem — solu
tions in which the birth rate-death rate imbalance is re
dressed by a rise in the death rate rather than by a lower
ing of the birth rate. Make no mistake about it, the imbal
ance will be redressed. The shape of the population growth 
curve is one familiar to the biologist. It is the outbreak 
part of an outbreak-crash sequence. A population grows 
rapidly in the presence of abundant resources, finally 
out of food or some other necessity, and crashes to a low 
level or extinction. Man is not only running out of food, he 
is also destroying the life support systems of the Spaceship 
Earth. The situation was recently summarized very 
cinctly: “It is the top of the ninth inning. Man, always a 
threat at the plate, has been hitting Nature hard. It is im
portant to remember, however, that NATURE BATS 
LAST.”

A pretty grim scenario. Unfortunately, we’re a long way 
into it already. Everything mentioned as happening before 
1970 has actually occurred ; much of the rest is based on 
projections of trends already appearing. Evidence that 
pesticides have long-term lethal effects on human beings 
has started to accumulate, and recently Robert Finch, 
Secretary of the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare expressed his extreme apprehension about the 
pesticide situation. Simultaneously the petrochemical in
dustry continued its unconscionable poison-peddling. For 
instance, Shell Chemical has been carrying on a high-pres
sure campaign to sell the insecticide Azodrin to farmers as 
a killer of cotton pests. They continue their program even 
though they know that Azodrin is not only ineffective, but 
often increases the pest density. They’ve covered them
selves nicely in an advertisement which states: “Even if 
an overpowering migration (sic) develops, the flexibility 
of Azodrin lets you regain control fast. Just increase the 
dosage according to label recommendations.” It’s a great 
game — get people to apply the poison and kill the natural 
enemies of the pests. Then blame the increased pests 
“migration” and sell even more pesticide!

Right now fisheries are being wiped out by over-exploi
tation, made easy by modern electronic equipment. The
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