January 16, 1969

EXCALIBUR

by Eleanor Copeland

Not an overwhelming number of York stu-
dents took part in the discussions with 45 stu-
dents from Quebec universities of MecGill,
Montreal, and Bishop's, held in the Vanier
JCR last weekend.

Too bad, because it was both interesting and
successful.

The French Canadians present were very
politicized. The fact that many were law stu-
dents accounts for this in part, but they insist-
ed that the French Canadian youth has been
pushed towards becoming politicized. In Que-
bec, culture has become a political issue.
They want official bilingualism at every level
in Canada, not just the school level so they
can freely travel in their country and commu-
nicate at least with those in public service
fields, in their own language. To achieve this
and other goals they want more political pow-
er. Quebec, in their opinion, is politically infe-
rior and if to remain Canadian they must
remain inferior, they will secede.

Most Québecois are not Separatists they
said. They freely admit that the Rassemble-
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iiticized, want power

ment pour L’Indépendance Nationale has fas-
cist tendencies, but assert that people adhere
to its ideas more in reaction to their situation
rather than because they consider it a viable
solution.

Moderator Norman Depoe of the CBC sug-
gested we not ask what Quebec wants because
it wants a multiplicity of things and we just
don’t know how to pin them down. The
French-Canadians in one voice replied “WE
know.”” They know that in the year 2000 they
will likely be a minority in their own province
and will then never achieve their rights. They
want French to be the language of success in
Quebec as well as English. They do not want
to destroy the English-Quebecois, but only to
counterbalance his power there.

An important point was the emphasis on
collective rights and action. They are not con-
cerned with individuals or those French Cana-
dians living outside Quebec. If they were, they
say the fight in Quebec would be lost because
legislation must have collective force to be
constructive, and provide political backing for
their position.

They said the mental attitude of the people
must change so they see the inherent value in
being bilingual, but they realize this would
take more than a revised school system of
French instruction.

Depoe stated that whether or not we like it
English is the common language in Canada.
To this the French replied that nevertheless
all dealings in Quebec should be conducted in
French and that the Federal and provincial
governments should force this. Right now the
French business culture is too weak to enforce
this — the corporations are not planned in
French.

The French Canadians say they will not ac-
cept a compromise because they know what
they want and figure it is time they got it.
They feel they do not have equality of opportu-
nity and the power to resolve their problems
themselves.

The English Canadians in Quebec feel
threatened and a lot are leaving and taking
their money with them. The French Canadians
were divided in their reaction to this possible
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year medicine, there are a lot of texts you should read, a
large number of books you have to read. Now, by reading
three times faster, you can cover all of your required reading
in less than one third of the normal time. Or read three times
as much as the average student.

The Evelyn Wood Reading Dynamics course teaches you
to read faster, with improved comprehension. To retain
more of what you read, and to concentrate more easily.
If you don’t at least triple your reading speed, your tuition
fee will be refunded.

Give yourself two-thirds more time to read more, learn
more, be more. Call us now at 923-4681 and enroll in one of
the dynamic reading courses starting next week. Or attend a
‘ree “Mini-lesson” at one of the locations listed below. Dis-
>over in fifteen minutes your potential as a dynamic reader.

And how with some applied study you too can become an
Evelyn Wood graduate.

Evelyn Wood
Reading Dynamics
1104 Bay Street l“Stltute Tel. 923-4681

Attend a free “Mini-lesson”

Evening “Mini Lessons” Monday Jan. 13 — Inn on the Park, Edwards Room 8.00 PM, Tuesday Jan. 14 — Evelyn Wood Reading Dynamics Institute
Yorkdale Shopping Ce.ntre“8.09 PM, Wedpesday Jan. 15 — OId Mill, Habitant Room 8.00 PM, Thursday Jan. 16 — Canadiana M%tog Hotel, Muslkgké
Room 8.00 PM. Daytime “Mini Lessons” Monday Jan. 13 and Tuesday Jan. 14 — King Edward Hotel, Upper Canada Room 12.30 PM, Wednesday

Jan. 15 and Thursday Jan. 16 — Sutton Place, The Board Room 12.30 PM. Classes begin Thursday, January 16th through Sunday, J
Bay Street and Yorkdale Shopping Centre Institutes. ’ ¥ £ NS SR SRt eB Ak HUON




