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Choose Sugaiiess Dentyne For Fresh Breath And 
You Could Win One Of 10 Trips For 2 To Vail Or Rio!
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Destination of choice:
Vail Colorado Rio de Janeiro

Name_______________________
School______________________

be on your way to VAIL or RIO! Deposit your entry in 
the ballot box at your school newspaper office or mail 
it to: Dentyne VAIL/RIO Sweepstakes. P.O. Box 9041E.

Choose between the slopes of Vail. Colorado or the 
surf of Rio de Janeiro. Trip includes: Return airfare, 
hotel transfers, hotel accommodation and ski pass 
'Vail only. ' Simply complete this entry form and affix Kitchener. Ontario N2G 4T2.

Contest closes January 15. 1990 at 5:00 pm. 
Draw to be held January 31. 1990

two UPC Proofs of Purchase 'or reasonable hand
drawn facsimile not mechanically reproduced' from 
any flavour of Sugarless Dentyne gum and you could

Address__
City_____
Postal Code 
Phone___

Dentyne Prov.

Attach UPC proofs here. SUGARLESS Sans suCr£
Prizes must be accepted as awarded 'Maximum retail value: S3500.00'. Full contest rules are available at your school newspaper of lice or by sending a stamped, sell addressed envelope to:

Dentyne VAIL/RIO Sweepstakes. P.O. Box 904IF. Kitchener. Ontario N'2G 4T2.
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Penguin (Burgess Meredith), the 
Riddler (Frank Gorshin), and the 
Catwoman (Lee Meriwether).

Both the show and the film 
were light-hearted and fun. 
Robin spouted meaningless 
remarks (“Holy laughing gas, 
Batman!”) and Batman possessed 
some pretty interesting toys (Bat 
Shark-Rejxdlain is my favourite). 
As well, who can forget those 
POW! and SHMACK! balloons 
that appeared during fist-figlus? 
As with all programs, the initial

Holy Bat Facts!
by Matthew Rainnie character created by Bob Kane in 

1939. Batman, a half-hour show, 
was broadcast twice a week and, 
in those early days, was enor
mously popular. Adam West 
starred as Bruce Wayne/Batman, 
and Burt Ward played his young

companion, Dick Grayson- 
/Robin. A film version with the 
same cast was released in the same 
year to capitalize on the show’s 
success. In it, Batman went up 
against his four major enemies: 
the Joker (Cesar Romero), the

On January 12, 1966, the first 
episode of the TV show Batman 
was broadcast on ABC. The eag
erly anticipated program was 
derived from the comic-book

DECISIONS
DECISIONS

popularity of the show waned 
and the series came to a close on 
March 14, 1968.

The comic books still thrived, 
with Batman appearing in many 
different titles over the years, 
including Batman, Detective, 
The Brai’e and the Bold, and Bat
man and the Outsiders. As the 
times changed, so did the charac
ter of Batman. The light
heartedness disappeared and 
Batman became a more brooding, 
focussed character. A mini-series. 
The Dark Knight Returns by 
Frank Miller, portrayed Batman 
as an older, cynic al, more violent 
man. The readers enjoyed Bat
man’s solo, “lone wolf” image, 
and voted in a poll to have Robin 
killed off.

Batman’s popularity jumped 
another notch when it was 
announced that another live- 
action film would be produced 
and released in 1989. T im But ton 
was made director of the project. 
Many eyebrows were raised when 
Burton’s choice for the role of 
Batman. Michael Keaton (whom 
Burton had directed in Beetle- 
juice), was announced. People 
had trouble visualizing the thin, 
generally comic ac tor as the Dark 
Knight. However, when two-time 
Academy Award winner Jack 
Nic hoi son was signed to play the 
Joker, interest perked up once 
again.

The film itself deals with the 
creation of the Joker and his 
plans to take over Gotham City 
by poisoning toiletries (such as 
shampoo and makeup). Jack 
Nicholson gives a remarkable 
performance as the Joker. 
Mic hael Keaton does a good job 
as Batman, but he is completely 
overshadowed by Nicholson. 
Kim Basinger plays Bruce 
Wayne’s girfriend, Vicki Vale, 
with style.

The release of Batman to video 
on November 15th gives the two 
or three people who didn’t see it 
at the theatre a chance to sec1 it at 
home. A small piece of advice: 
don’t think you’re going to see 
the best film of all time. Batman 
is an enjoyable film, but it is also 
quite over-rated, and expecta
tions may be high when renting
it.

Of course, there will be a Bat
man sequel. There have been 
many rumours as to who’s going 
to be in it. Michael Keaton will 
return for the sequel, but, for fear 
of being typecast, he will do 
another major film first. It has 
been said that Jack Nicholson 
will real urn for a $25 million 
salary. Now, let me share with 
you the- other rumours in cite illa
tion. Either Danny DeVito or 
Dustin Hoffman will play the 
Penguin. Robin Williams will 
play the Riddler. Cher will play 
the Catwoman. Michael J. Fox or 
Michael Jackson (!?) will play 
Robin. We’ll have to wait to see if 
any of these are justified rumours.

This year marks Batman’s lil- 
tieth anniversary, and c haracter is 
more popular than ever. The Bat
man phenomenon may never die.
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