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colonial Commission.' While much of Mr. Butler's best work has
been done during the past thirty years, he has perhaps as much ahead
of him in the operation -of the Intercolonial. For nearly thirty years
hie has been engaged in engineering problemns, mainrly on'railways'
both in Canada and the United States, but also upon waterworks
problems, having been appointed in i891 chief engineer of the Bay
of Quinte Railway and Navigation Company, besides having been
assistant engineer in charge of the water service construction of the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe in the United States. I{aving served
a terni as Deputy Minister of Railways, Mr. Butler was perhaps better
qualified than alniost any other mari to become a menmber of the
Intercolc>nial Commission. Always agesv and contstructive, b e
should he able to prove that this partiçular instance of Civil Service
reform is to be well carried out. There is a heap of work to do o~n
the Intercolonial; and in doing this work Mr. Buitler and bis associates
will be too busy dodging the criticisms of party beelers to take mucdb
notice of mere tities. However, in his quiet moments it will be some
pleasure to Mr. Butler to reflect that hie got his share of nominal

honours as well as bis quota of responsibilities.

REFLEC TIONS
G ONE is the Imperial Press Confergone, lost in the making, for
together by a bit of a boy with an E
fondness for meeting "big" people,

between riglit and wrong. The public's best interests cannot 1
served by denying the meed of just praise to any corporation or an
individual.

Undoubtedly the Bell bas fought the independent companies an
tried to keep its monopoly intact. The rural situation, however,
not involvedin such a statemnent. To-day, the Bell bas connectior
with nearly four bundred companies, witb i6,ooo subscribers i
Ontario and Queb.ec. It is the announced policy of that company t
encourage the independent rural company, for the simple reason th,
it ultimately means more business for the Bell. Tbe growth (
independent rural companiesdoes. not mean dual service, and dm~
service is the only feature whicb that company fights bitterly.

The rural telephone bas comne and within five years, it is safe t
assert, one-haîf of the farmers of Canada will bave this, luxury i
tbeir homes. No one comipany could possibly undertake to build a
tbe required rural lines in that time. Tlhey wîll be sufficiently bus
looking after the growth of towns and cities and in providing for th
central and -long distance services. The Bell bas its faults, no doubi
but like mqst other Canadian corporations it lias enougli sense nc
to cut off its nosç to spite its face.

F any proof is required that tbe independent companies are jus
as selfisb as the Bell, the following resolution passed at thi

annual convention of the Canadian Independent Telephone Associa
tion, held in Toronto, September 4th, 1907, will suffice:

"That wbereas the Bell Telephone Company is proposing
long distance connection to local independent companies in
various parts of Canada and is offering in consideration
therefor to abandon the local field in certain sections, and
whereas it is the opinion of Vbis convention that any such
coinnection. is bound to injure tbe independent telephone
cause as a whole;

"Therefore, be it resolved that this association frowns
upon and denounces any sucli affiliation or connection of in-


