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punich heo brewed as they sait aronnid
thec fire that evening, t he heaithier
,pirit riglht have cndiired perhaps
thirougbý, the wintcr.

One glass, hoxwever, sîîîall ait that,
%\asý sufficient te loose the spirit of
wantonnescs which had nmade bier first
thic plaigue. then a thorn in the fleslî
of thu forts. Sippiîng it-so slowxly
that >he mvas able to drink witbout

refilingto ahriel's last toast-her
rnîshieousglance waîîdered between

imii aid a cluster of pale winter bier-
riesý thiat Luike had hung above the
hearth in lieu of iîstletoe. As he
called flic toast, morcover, "The old
houle, old folks, old friends," she rose
and standing under the mnistletoe iii
the iglow oif the fire which wrappe<l
lier ripe beauty ini a red maautle, she
looked ait hlm over the top of ber
glas-s: "And old loves."

As fread exercise and good
cheer had brought Gabriel a healthier
inood earlv in the day, but the asso-
ciations, oif that bearth were too
strorng to boce long banisbed. Wbile
the invisible vapeurs of tbought were
!iettling again tupon bini, the liquor
biad beeii at work weakeninig the will
pIower which liadt reined his passion.
Th'le flushes tbat bad followed ber sly
glanices now rnierged ln a burst o;f
feeling. Sp)ringing up. lie forced lier
hüad back and, holding bier tbroat
with one powerful band, cruisbed bis
lips uiponi the scarlet nîouth, smother-
inig lier broken cry. I)espite bier

stugehe kissed ani kisscd and
kissel tuat, cxbausted, she buug limp
as a derad dluer across bis arm. Then.
lifting lier uipon bier feet, be looked
quictly onl wh-ilc, tnirnilg, she stared

atLuke wtitb, eycs that seenied to
spreadl likc storm -fcd pools across ber
f;ac's whlteue(ss.

TL 1TRot'(;l a1ill Lutke lico looked ou
witbi a sicky nîle, the shîi;l grin

whjicli accuintuates the( cow\ardllv dis-
(cumlfltuirc it eksto exNcuse, andj con-

*eai1. "Christmnas ien,"he noix
bega»,. was goliug oui to excuise the
rape of ber ipIs ,bn he stol)ped
hill .with a sule wu~ blow
that bathiedI is inmuth in ldllod. Ald

as, ith a w\ildl cry: -Yotî dog! Oh,.
voit slinkiiug d1og !" sbc flow ar
thse floor ii) ber licdgrooîni, it was

breiii uipon tiabriel thiat. despite
the cstlss cvii ehn lier c<î-
quetiesshe ad beenl loyal ini

lhought.
"Juist a1 bit f tempefr." As, luike's

eyes came back froiii tlle ciosed door,
hi-, bloo0dy mioiutb dru\\ Îinto a second
uneiasy gru. et' f iih the puniich."

Dunt giviuig hlmii a look that caulsed
Ilae soft eyes to) seek the floor, Gabriel
flulng ouitsidle-to pace it ini comlpanly
wvith tlionglts that %vouid no longer
]le desueid, to tblrili t) vivid reminii-
brances gif the soi)t velvet of her îips,
to lljinz wide armslý to, the emlbrace of
Ille black stori, te giow, later, at thle
vision whicb foired il, thle frozent
dakiless of bis cabini, the vision

lhh ook formi in] purpose niext dayj,
thse putrlio.s tblat sent lm' flying outi-
,ide when. in, thle forenoon, hie saw
throuigh thini drift Loulrdes coule (lut
(ï) fraw water ;it the ice-b)oundell

lie hxad ofteni help)eil bier draw, but
as, opbi ppoch, suec stayedl thev
frosty winidlass, hie saw Ili hier eyes a
reflectioli of bis putrpo(se. 'l am] te
col te your cabl)in?" Hler laugli, re-

pting bis words, rang- sharp as the
hroken jcicles that tilTed do'wi thle
weil, Her answver, "Cornec tel] thiat te~pv.usbad,"carried nieither anger
noi rprobation. Shie lauig againi

"Ve, wcr;l:. Leave the pails. Wýe
Ilee4 watqr luiny nly l.ut ig a habit of writers to b1lcken,

,xbpaper with vivid descriptions of
.edy oyccasions, but, according te

rii1srernort, the followxntir, n

nip fronî bis chair by tbe fire, reveal-
ing glazed hloodshiot eyes that told of
lus attenipts to drov n bis shanie. A
single fltful glance couveved bis full
knowledge that the fcar wlîich bad
dogged biiîî these long weeks now
stood openly at bis heaàrth.

"tcsays that 1 must go to bis
cabin ?"

Enisued a long pauise, aud as; site
stood, iooking down upon tbe other,
Gabriel felt once nmore that if lie
would risc tel bis mnbod. she \Notld
figbt ait bis side. But-witb a kuife
in bis belt, bis gun close te bis band
-ie continuel bois drunken stare at
the fire, tbe bulk of bim relaxed in
a huddled beap; and Gabriel saw the
dark doulit, tbe troubled question of
bier look wiped eut by immeasuirable
'scorn. Turniug. sbe brougbt ber
clothing eut of the bedroom, but be
did not look up then. or when, liav-
ing tied ber lîundle, she followed Ga-
lbriel out of the cfabin.

ANI) uow must be set down that
wbich uîay scei impossible to aIl

but the pricst whese vocation lit is to
fathom the incomPreblensibilifie, of
bumati nature. Who shail mea,ýsure
the passion of slîaîe wbicbi couild
cause the poltroon wbo liail quiietlv
suffcred the theft of bis wifc to rise
ahoeve bis cowardly fear and advance
lus baud against bois own hife? As,
having crossed thîe fort yard, L.ourdes
stcpped ever (iabrici's tbresbold, a
uîuffled report drove tlîrough the
drift to their cars. So mure was Ga-
bri that the shot bad beenl aimed ait
loimself, be let the atr aisfail
with a claItter as: be wbirlcd :aroiiind.
But the door N bicb bie biad cIoscdý( Il>e
bind Iiîni ](ioomcd tbrougb-I th(- drift,
a blin face. wbiose 1voo1n mnibil-
ity yet conta1ined a huiit olf theo tragcudy
't conicealcil. Whîl rail reraiu
lois, stcps, G;abrielI wa\ aae-..-vIi-
lv as thouigb l li ad alircadv seen it -.
of the figuresrthe at lc7igtb
across tbe bearth.

Th'e l)ullet lia(l 1uiecedbot teliî-
pIes. Ou bis krîees, be i iij, (;i-
bnicI feit of tlle woinds, nor bias Mr.

Tcuples xpliatin tlhat huille-ts
lîavt, been kuown i te iac and tae
areund tlle beail 1hneatbll tlle skill,
beenl able to) shake myi faitb Ii bis

testim 'l'liTe mlail wassu cly ail.
fl bis basIte, Gb ibad ui neo Iý

ticediliat Lords al flowd was,
uwrcof bier preeuc util, look-

ing tip as shie spoko., Il( cauigbt flue
blitter hardneuss of bier look.

'Uc as a do(g-"
Sbe eveni spurued i hlm. It was br

badnorenver, tbat lasbed l ii ]l
ils bulffalo robes for winiter urI
wbien, latý ilu the( aifterlueon, the dIri1ft
lifted for ani hour. shc Ieîlowed thei
dlog sied that bore Iiini over tbe hllauk

nosaete tlle twiu spruices bc
5,rewv a biaIl miile niortb ofIltle fort.
Uler we.izlht was tbrownl with Ga;t
briel's uipoli the rawhide ropus whicli
puilleil thc sp Irinigy tops dente the
grouind. ShIe belped te lasbi imi there
1i bis bammoiii(ck of skinis. Tt %vas bevr
kuiife that freed the trocs to rise wýitb
thieir grislyi buirdei Iblelte sneows
Througli aIl bier fatce hiad moairntainedl
its, fixed biarivss, only, retulrning. lier
dark eystiiried culriolîsiy uipen Ga-.
bni. As;, that evcingi, shemoei
arounrd biis cabini cooking thie ieal
wbhichi neithier ate; wben, later, they
drew up1 te the ire and feIl te a.'
gleomrv sttudy o-f the coals, lie felt lier
glance toui, eniwrap hlmii \%ithi dark
iluestio, w Mhich presently inergejIl i
kniowledge: kniowledge cf the iimdio
lie was te lay bare to) mec ut L-a Passe
three days thereafter.

Though she asthere at bis fire.
the sougbi of the stormi in the chinli-
ney, rattle of door andl window, wail
cf tise wvird ciutside, were inseparably
assoçiated wvitli the long days, longer
nlighits, tliey bail spent at that othecr
isearth. New, as then,. a third sat'hle-
tween tiemt--a ifigure thin, imupalp-
able, yet sel real that did Gabielic but
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Vacation pleasures.
Shredded Wheat and good hesjth

Ready cooked and ready tp serve, no tiresome prepar.
kng of iiouia. Make a deWicius, uiourishing mneal îli
combizwiatoo witb fresh fruits. Odra box.
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