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bilied operations of the fleets and arinies of the allies.
A1 has* been predicted that the next great international
struggle will be in the Pacifie ; but whether the next or
flot sucli struggle is sure to corne and Great Britain and
Japan will probably both be engaged in it.

So one may safely conclude that both ini peace and
war; for offence, for defence and for commerce, a Can-
adian cable to Japan would be a worthy contribution
to the interests of the whole Empire, while at the saine
tume it would be most of all valuable to develop Can-
ada's own legitimate North Pacifie trade.

'The cost would flot be great. Trhe world's submarine
cables long and short have cost about $8oo a mile. Deep
sea cables alone have averaged higher. 'The American
cable to the Philippines, 6,912 miles, cost $12,000,000,
but on account of its great length it had to be laid in
sections, necessitating stations at different islands and a
number of expensive "shore ends." Shore ends, of
course, are very costly and often extend many miles out
from land before they reacli water deep enough to, en-
sure the cable's safety from the action of the tides. Be-
sides, a long section of'the American cable was laid over
a mnountainous bottom which added greatly to the
expense. -The cable froin Vancouver to Australia lias
aiso several stations but it cost only $x 100 a mile. A
Canadian cable to Japan would require no intervening
¶îtations, and the admirality charts , giving the sound-
ings, show thie bottom of the North Pacifie to be favour-
able for c&ible laying., It is practically certain, therefore
that the cable would be cheaper than the Australian
cable. Probably $i,ooo a mile would cover the cost and
bY takîng the nearest points, between Canada and
Northern Japan, or possibly the Kurile Islands, the dis-
tance could bie reduced to less than the length of the
Saa between Vancouver and F'anning Island, 3,600
MUiles, which is 'now the longest distance between sta-
tions in any operating cable. The .Japanese Goveru-
Muent would be interested and would wish to control al

second line would probably soon be required, but only
when business demianded it, and had grown large enougli
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to miake it profitable. The more the better as long as
the lines pay.

Space will not perm-it a discussion of the life of a
cable, its maintenance and renewals. These, however,
cati be approximnately determnined froni the experience of
the other cable companies throughouf the world. 1
need only say that the character of the bottoni of the
North Pacifie~ Oeean is favourable to long life and
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