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The Presenit andlThe Future.
By The Edtor

if you have iived in the West for any consider-
able time you are an optinit. You cannot iielp it.
Optimism is in the air and in *tije sky. It is in the
grass and the flo'wers. Your hiorizon is boundless
and s0 is your fancy. Reality bas@seo tten oxcgeded

yerfondent dreains that you are ready to believo
anytbing possible.Yebetethecmtte

ol, the natural productions, thé posibilities in
trade sud commerce. Ail tus and more. Yet lot me
warn you that unleons some of you begin to mend,
your ways, aud that right suddenly, you are- going
te recelvo a rude awakening one of these bright
days. 'Your Land of Promise may eaaily prove te
be a Foolsa Paradis..

Noidous Weeda.

1 know you have reason te basat of the soilIand
ils marvelleuê fertifity. Yet, did you ever hear'of
wFeds t Do you know that in some districts land
ia dear as a gift bocausoie t 19 no overrun wth
Canada thistie, sow thistie, French woed or mnustard?
Ail the way frein Winnipeg te Medicine Bat, *on
the Portage Plains as in the Mennonite rezerýveL
there are districts no burdened with weeds that tl:e
xaising of grain la practically impossible. To the
carelesanesa of the fermner must be added thoe rlm-
inal unegligence or incapatity of those who have ad-
xinistured tht Dopartments of Agriculture. It is
soimetimesi difficuit to understand a goyerument's
poicy in atters et trade and transportation, but
thore le no doub1t of the polky on the weed question
-it bas besn a policy of culpable inactivity and
stupid incompetence. Onu you mlot sec abead for
Oive or ten years 1 If you eau, you neod no word
frein me as te your hine et action iu this matter.

The Fiaberies.

A few yeare age yoxx were wont te tell o! the
wenderful flshinig greunde in the lalces of Manitoba.
Where are they uow? You know.as well as I that
the lakea have beau depleted. Here again it lias
been because of a werse than wasteful pollcy. The
government in charge nover gave attention te warn-
imgs lu thia mater, and now we must begin ail
over again. Thank goodness there axlesa few littie
'white fish lef t, and if the man lu charge of the
hatcbery doesn't get on a spree on a celd niglit and
aliow the eggs to chili it is possible that lu ten
years the filit industry may revive. Let usnbhpe
that. when the lakes are again productive, pains
wili be taken te keep a few of the best fish in our
ewn country. You have -been complaining recently
of xonetary loas bocause of the tola et the rail-
roads and the ahippors. That is becs use yen feit it
personaily. Do yon know that the loss te the coun-
try from the reckless procedure et fishermen lu the
lakes is flot te ho caiculated in single dollars or
hufldreds, but in millions? And younueed not that
anybody ahouid tell you what te do te remedy this
iiatter. It is ail very well te bave a groat country,
but unless you de your duty, it is mot. going te re-
main a great country. Do yeu knew wbat it is te
get busy? Your duty deca net end witb. looking
alter your own littie corner lot or quarterè, section.
There are du ies every man owea te bis country,
for, in the lonýg rn, hi!s countrys progroas mensures
bis ewn

The Ceai Deposits.

Did you ever taktrèuTe trouble fo ascertain the
va1u-of the coal deposit8 in the Rocky Mountains,
that have beeri given away? There was a fortune
big enougli te make Western Canada. oeeoe the
Ivealtbîest of nations. }lew much of the known area
remains in the possession of Canada? Have you
ever plaved the oid give-away gaine in "checkers."
TIîos e gisi]ators can surely givo yen pointera on
that game

The Speculators iii Land.

Yri ve travelled more than once over the long
flic. feacling froin Winnipeg te Calgarv. Did yen
ex e" observe how smali a fraction et the land was

e~1 ultivation? Who ovins -it? Did ft ove?
StI i ký you that the railways and speculators are

ln coutrol of the situation ? If yen And it impossible
te organise schools aud te support ehurobes, te, build
roadsansd bridges sud effet other public iMipoe-e
monts, do you net kuow thie causet If tii. povers
at -Ottawa had mat up nights thinhg 0wby
could make it bard for thé settrore, bore, thy oul4
net have devised btter means. Agita VO 55, lb
la turne you got busy.

The Timber Limita.

W. had oousidorable timber lu tii. forestie o
Manitoba and net a littleienluSasktcl.wau. Ye
kuow bow valuable timbor la te h*e se#lerm. Y*i
know tee lot yen bave bad te psy desuly t*0

w ty lu ýanted. Wbile yen havée ehtonu
ever the tact- that somebody- bas b... roi Y.
cf tbreo cents a bushel ou- your wliut 70*
ever, stop te, thlnk that your bimber costa y0*.u-
dollars more per thousand . than lb shoulM d u6bat
the riohot areas have praetlaslly beau givn
away ? Wby do yen. say so much about pue tfoiret
robbery sud so litti. about another? 1Lot me tel
yen vhy. Because yen bave allied yourself vltb
oeeo ett. politicai parties and dare net upek eut.
If the. flahories, tho mines, tihe land andi tbe, tlnbê«
iniquities bad not- some. politicai sirdiflca e ther
wonid lb. sucir a etorin. as nover bof oro disturbeil
the serenity cf the prairies. Again lot me s»Y that
if you have a spark et patriotism iu yen, yen vill
get busy.

The Cost et Living.

Once ou a tino a mani could live lu a city or tevu
ot the West fer very littie. Tiie coat lan ow about
tvico vbat it vas?1 Do yeunont know thât amoug
the chiot causes are the enormous froigbt ch rges,
the. prtoftcf the mlddlemen, and th&t worst evil
cf al tho protective tarif? 1Yen. are 1lght WUt
me wheu I thus talk et the middlimau. Why do
you net wax indignant vben I mentie té iweY
rates aud the tariff? Agaixfl say, lb la bocause you
toar' yen migbt reflect upoxi the actions et a80=e
politicai party. la it net about tima that yeou
asserted>yeur manhood1?. Atter al vhy sbould the.
party vhip have sncb terreirs for yen? Wbat bave
yen te loe by asserting your independence?, Have

yenu ne teverything te gain, perseonallysuscliy
by demauding that theWetsa reov fei

parliaments and legisiatures semethin! approaohlng
fair treatment. It has net roceived air treatinont
aud yen knew t.

Immigration Policy.

:But ail that bas been 'said se fair refors te
the mgteriai prosperty et the West. Matorlal pros.
pority i.net the chiot tQing ixý tue upbuiidiug of a
country. The thing otf lrst importance la te qet tii.
rigbt ciasa et people sud te get thent veorking lu-
tej0kently sud harmoniously. Did yen over for fivo
minutes se t tb ink bow our country la belng
filled up? Wore a hive et Germans; boire a hive ot
Swedes; bore a coleny et Polos; bore a celony cf
Galiians; here Engiisb; bore Canadian; lier.
French. How cau there boe a untted people, wbon
tue surest way te, effoot union lias, boon ignored?
Our immigration policy bas boon suicidai, We are
now reaping the. fruits et it. When la Manitoba te
Canadianize the Mennonites -; wliu~ileaskatchewan
Canadianize the. Doukiiobors?

Yen knew perfectly weil that your own succes
and the happinesset your cildren depends upon the.
(';tnadianizing et ail the elements iu the commnnity.
Tt is going te bo a migbty difficuit undertaking te
C: nadianize people wbo differ so widely lu tastes,
habits and affiliations.

Education.

Nor eau yen (le very rnuch through the public
Rchools. First of ail becauso yen do not Rend Your
ehildren to school; and secondly, becauze yen will
î>ay more fer tarin laborers than for school teachers ;

;Ldbence, yen have pnor teachers. Nor de ail the
leigisatures even favor eompuisory education. You
thi nk you are doingt weii for your children when,
yen get land for them and place xnonoy te thoir
creM inl the bank. Yet in your seul yen know
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Yeu sMy I am giving tihe counbry a b.d.me
The question lo, are those bhinga truc? Il se, buw î
it going te affectour countryt Bore, we are
1ing away suddiinstling te,;l moue>", Zos

uluhie owu'affairs. fhTixe look of e
spirit. Yen vii lgl it if anybody robe yen qi.a
cents, but yen viii aliew tue èomnty t. b.
and say it lis nocossary te politlUealIte"3~
grumbie if yen do net get tihé best .priet fgry
whoat, and yen i ii spenld ivilbly on yonr em h
and herses. But what about your boys ad gils?
So we endl as we bc xx byr saying, that uniés r oute
of yenl mend or wâys aud that nlgiit sudenly
yoi;r Land etofIomise may turn ont te b. a FOOI'
Parade.


