ST

/v

. whi¢h the
~.ing. of right to : ve)
" tession: they ‘abavdened, their position, not
- because they were convinced they had done
' “wroug, ‘but beécause “they had ascertaived’

—
oA

%,
i

tion.. ' (Hear, hear.) Since that time it has’

-*_ " mever been attempted; and I am satisfied: it
“will ‘never be attempted again. - ‘Ouly-a

+'year or two'ago the House of Lords rejected -

. the Paper’ Duties Bill, and they acted:quite
* coustitutionally, according to the letter and
' ag many thiok, according to the spirit of the-}
" Constitation” in 'doing so.. Yet when' they |

found they had interfered with' & subject
Eeop'le's ‘house olaimed as belong-
bt to themselves; the very. next-

.what was .thp\ deliberate voice of the Tepre- |

_ . septatives of the.people on the'spbject. In’

.this _country, ‘¥e must remember, that, the
pentlemen who ‘will \be sclected for the Leg-

islative - Council -stand on’ a véry . diffefent’

»footing - from the peers of Eogland. They

BAVE IS

-oeoantey O They will oot do it

, have not like thein any ancstra) associations
ot position derived from history. They have
not that direct ibflacnce on thi people them-
selves, or on the: popular branch of the legis,

.- latu-e, which the peers of Eogland' exerciso,.
*trom their great wealth, their ‘vast territo- |
»é rial possessions, their npmerous tewantry -|

‘aed . that prestige with which the. exalied
posation of their ¢lass for cénturics’ has in-.
vested them.: '(Hear, hear,) . The mewbers
of Gur Upper: Hotse will be liko thoso of
thy Lower,” men "of .the people, and from
the” peopte. " The iman. ‘put into. the Upper

* "Housc “is_ o much a man ot the pevple the

lay after, as thg day bofore his elvvation.

{
- ”“S;;srihgibg"l“rélu tho peoply,.and ono of them,'

he takes iis seat in the Cduuei!;‘w’i‘th all the:

'+ syinpathies and feelings' of a man of the

people, aud when he returns homeo, at the:

U éod of “the seasioi; he mingles. with them'
.- ron cqual eruis, and i influcnesd.by the same.

vchnzs  and ossuciations, and cvents, .ns
‘thoss which affect the iwass around hiw.
it, . then, tobe sng‘poa&l that the

members of the upper branch of the legisla.

©_ ture will set themselves deliberately at work

U upposy whit they-koow te bo the settled
apintvns and wishes of ‘theapeople of -the
) "There -is
B fear of 3 dead lock between 1o two houses, -
“There is ea infinitely greater chance of &

- dead luek between the two branches of the

Iegielature, should the eluetive principle
bo adopted, than with a nominated chamber
—chosen by the Crown, and Biving no mis.
sion from " the people. The members of th:

“

. opinion 'of the House of Lords on that_ques-

.Upper Houso would' always be

'Upper”Chamber would then come from the = -
_people-as well ag those of, the' Lower House, - .

and should any difference ever arise between . "
.bath branches, the former could sdy to the.
-members’ of ‘the popular branch—¢ We .as

much represent the feclings. of the people as
you do, and' even more so’ we are not eleot

ed from smiall localities and for a short pe~..
riod; you as a'body- were electedat a’ par- , .

ticular time, when the public mind. was run-

.ning in a.particular channel ; you weré ro- -
‘tarned to- Parliament, not'so much repre-: '
senting the general views of the conntry, |, .. -
on general questions; as’ upon_the particular '~
‘subjects which happened to ciigage tho minds

of the people when they went to the polla.
‘We have as much right, or.a"bester right, "

.thun you to be considered asrepresenting the . .-
deliberaté - will- of the people "on general - -
questions, ,and. therefore we .will not. give = -

‘way.”  (Hear, hear.) There'is, I repeat;, -
.a.greater danger of -an ‘irreconcilable differ- v

cace of opinion ‘botween- tlie. twa' branches."

of the logislature, if the upper ‘be glective, o
than \if it holds its commission from-the - -

Crown. Besides, it must be. remenibered that
an Upper House, the membe.s of which are to
be appointed for life, would ngt bave the'same -

quality of permanence as the House of Lords; - . .,
-our members would die; strangers would sac-.
cced thein, whereas son succceded father in @

the House of ‘Lords. : Thus'the changes in .
the meniborship and state’of opinibu iv our’
250 -more rapid
than in the House of Lovds.:. To show how

speedily changes have occurred in the Upper. .
House, as -regards life menibers, 1 will call” .

the attontion of the House to'the following

facts :-—At the call.of the H()use, in Febru--

ary, 1856, forty-two life members responded ; .

.two. years. afterwards; in 1838, oply thirty.

five answered to their names; in 1863-thore

‘were oply twenty-five Jife mowbers left, and

i 1864, but twenty-ons. (Hear, hear.)

This shows how speedily changes take ' placo.. S
in the lifo membership..' But remarkable as. - .-

this' change has ‘been, it is.not so great ais.
that in regard to the eleoted members.

| Though the electiv'privciple ouly came into’ -
for¢o i 1856,  and " although: only twelve - -
‘men wore eleoted that year, and twelve mure

every two years sinco,twenty-four changes -

‘have -already taken -place by the deceaso of

members, by the aceeptancs of oifice; and”
by resigmativn. .So it is.quite clear that,
should there be on any question a differengy. -
of opivion’ hetween' the -Upper and’ Lower:

-



