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in ail the circumstances of the case, and that you should be left to the exercise of
your ovn judgment and discretion, in combiniig the most active and energetic
search after Her Majesty's ships " Erebus" and " Terror," with a strict and careful
regard to the safety of the ships and their crews under your charge; and with a
fixed attention to that part ot your orders which relate to your returning with
those ships to this counitry.

3. For this purpose you will be furnished with copies of the original instruc
tions given to Sir John Franklin, and which instructions will indicate the course
lie was directed to pursue, together with our orders and directions to Sir James
Ross, wlien he was dispatched on a search after Sir John Franklin, in the spring
Of 184 8.

4. You will be aware that the case virtually stands now as it did then. Sir
James 'Ross, from adverse circumstances, failed in discovering traces of the missing

5. Our orders of the 9th May 1848, to Sir James Ross, will still serve as the
indication of our views of the general course you will have to pursue; but it
being our desire that a certain strait, known as Alderman Jones's Sound, and
which would not appear to have been as yet examinedshould be searched; ynu
are hereby required and directed to proceed in the first instance to that sound,
closcly examining the shores for any traces of' Sir John Franklin's course, and
prceeeding, sliould it offer the means of your doing sd, in the direction of Wellington
Stait, and on to the Parry Islands and Melville Island.

6. On your proceeding in the above direction, too mnuch vigilance cannot be
observed in your search along the various shores, for traces of the missing
expedition; at the sarne tinie, you will bear in muind that Sir John Franldin's
orders were "to push on through Lancaster Sound, without stopping to examine
any openings north or south of that sound, till he lad reaclhed Cape Valker."
And although it may le possible that the oLstructions incident to navigation in
those seas, may have forced Sir John Franklin rorth or south of his prescribed
course, yet that bis principal object would be, the gaining the latitude and
loungitude of Cape Walker.

7. To that point, therefore, failing your discovering traces of the Expedition in
your course by Jones's Sound and theParry Islands, your efforts will be directed,
und beyond this, your own judgment must be your principal guide.

8. The circumstance of Sir James Ross having partially searched the shores
of Lancaster Sound and Barrow's Strait, as far west as Cape Rennell, without
1encovering traces of Sir John Franklin's ships, lias led, in soie quarters, to the

supposition of an extrerne case, viz., that failing to get into Lancaster Sound,
Sir John Franklin lad proceeded in the direction of Smith's Sound, at the he 1 d
of Baffin's Bay.

9. We do not deern it expedient to direct your attention specially to this sound
(or supposed sound) ; but should your passage by Jones's Sound, to which you
are specially directed, be early and absolutely impeded, 'and there should appear to
you to be the tirne (without hazarding the only remaining chance of proceeding to
Wellington Strait, the Parry Islands, and Cape Walker by Lancaster Sound) for
examining Smith's Sound, you are at liberty to do so ; but this is a. contingency
scarcely to be conteroplated ; as, in the event of your being frustrated in the attempt
to get to the westward, and towards Wellington Strait by Jones's Sound, the late
period of the year when Smith's Sou,nd is said to be open woIdd render it diflicàlt,
if not impossible, to combine a search in that quarter withý the securing a passage
into Lancaster Sound before the season closed.

lu. Much of the painful anxiety that now exists respecting the missing ships
niight possibly have been avoided, if greater care had been taken to leave traces
of their progress. ou 'ill consider it sigidly your dluty, and a matter of the
utmcst importance, that every means should be adopted for markig your own
traclk.

For this purpose youi will provideý yourself witl an aniple supply of red and
wvhite lead for manking puint; and in àddition to the usual pole or staff, or cairr
of stones, usuàlly looked for on a cape or headlansd, you wilL wherever the colour-
ing of the cliff or shore admits of a mark being made in strong relief, paintla red

397. A"2 or


