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to James: Sr;gphen? glﬁ, eUs, o%s:%‘fl’kle‘:g“l ‘
13th .I I¥ 1°39 " Bedford, T am directed 1o : équaint ‘you for the information of thie-Marquis, of,Norxhauby, that e
W L rd John Rusaell has deemied it e’{pedlent to,recommend to Her Majesty to, grant ‘them &

e
.t [

1]
D~

5 'Novt3

22 CORRESPONDEI\CE KELATIVE 'ro THE &
law~oﬁicers reported that t'hey could not be 50 detamed or, dealt w1th in- that

Tl{}i rht‘l[‘l::l u;*{:f colony; Tunless either an ‘Actof. Parhament or 2 Co]omal Ordmanee were made, to
- Sir G. Arthur, " " Justify that course of proceeding.. - ¢

23;11 J‘uly‘. fa3s. | _Here, then, arose a. concluaxve and msuperable dlﬂiculty Her MaJestyfs Go- o
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' vernment could “not propose;such an enactrent, either to ‘the " Imperial. or to the
* Locil- Legislature, with" any prospect of siccess. Amongst other .objections’ to™

R such a law, it was not the least we)«hty that the Government are not in, possessmn

of the “evidence by -which - the Qﬂ'ences of ‘the prisoners, or-of ‘any of them, are-
- stablished. We have, indeed, their- jpetitions for: pardon, in wlnch “their. guxlt is
acknotiledged in general terms; . but, under the: peculiar cu'cumstances of the case, - -
it was“impossible that such’an’ acknowledo'ment «could bé admitted as "a. sufficient ".'-
“basis for Slegrs]ntmn agamst them We hd.ve also the chorts of the: Commxssxoners

'A . J>y whom the cases 'were’ investigated : " but on- -what _proofs the Commlssmners pro-

ceeded, it is not-in our powerbo expldm An-Actof Parliament or am Qrdinance" ..
_ of a nature so'totally new: and unprecedented ‘couldscarcely have béen obtained,
eveu ‘on ‘the most. completeT ev1dence of the facts. In.the absence of’ such evulend,e
it was mamfestlv undttanm'ble to have sent ‘the’ prisoners to Van Diemen’s Land
on the:mere chance that a law might be’ passed there, for thelr detentmn, was'a pro-a
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o ‘ceedmn' which it would have been lmposmble to hazard ‘or ‘to _]ustlfy o :

It thus became’ necessary either-to.bring these men toitrial in this oountry for =,

hlgh-treason, or to discharge’ them from further- imprisonment. “Atrial, I need”
lmrdly ‘say, -must have resulted .in thelr acqulttal,.bet.auee we.have no. produclhle 05 s
witnesses of their. gmlt and because, after all that had.occurred, such a prosecution” ™

. The result is, that they have been released on the conditions mentioned.in the letter
" from the Home-Office. .Her Majesty’s” Governimerit_ hive -used every exertion in.
their power to avoid a , result whlch they lament, as it inay-prove embarrassmg to your

- Adminjstration, and perhaps to.the tranquillity, of Upper Canide. .1 trust, hoiv-.
“.ever, that ivhen the Yeal ‘state’of the case is known in the provinte, *any e'cc;tement

. =“1uch may havé (been raised by this- decision will'subside; ‘and’ that it.will be in"
“your. power-to dfsdhgse the public’ mind of the opinion tha.t Her Majesty's Govern- -
ment regard with in

" would have, ‘been justly regarded ivith .the utmost disfavour by:the Court and jury. . )
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erence,-or are’ disposed to treut with amxsplru.ed lemty, such T
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. cmnc< as. those of whidh the. pnsom.rs i ques.tlon are self-cormcted ce Lo el T
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. LORD ‘Joun ROSSE ‘avmc» consndered the cn-cumsta.nces connected’ with the cases of , ..
“the Cana(han Prisoners-néy n the “gaol of Newgate, who wers brought here under the Act of . .
ire,.viz., Ira:Anderson, James Brown, Randal Wixon, William '
ard Watson,.John Gokbb_ury Parker, Finlay. Malcolm, and Paul -,
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pardon, on condmon of “their’ entenug into”their own recocmzance not to return.to Canaaa, :
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_‘“sin,r SNRBFERS ?" RN Dowiiiiig'.s’t‘r*eat;‘*esth July, 1839._.
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R ST navn had the honour to eceivé your Despatchof thé et instant, No. 150,

“The Marguis of enclosmrr a copy of dcircular’ letter addressed by you to'the. Maglstrata of -Upp
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é‘f," ?ﬁ‘;‘{ :: . Canada, ‘with a. view to prevent ‘the dlsplay of .those party feelings and the excite-- '

2sth Jul) 1833, - ment of those, party processxons whxch in’ former Years\ haVe oecurred at ghis
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