I had heard much criticism of the Oxford Group and
their house parties, the angle of criticism being that they
put up at the best hotels, dressed for dinner, and had a
very good time generally. It is quite true that they have
a good time, but it is not the jollity of idleness. It is the
high fellowship of a great crusade.

They have other points of resemblance with the
Wesleyans. They have class meetings, too, but they call
them “quiet times”, and they tell their spiritual experi-
ences, but they call that “sharing”, and they care nothing
about money. They believe, like the Wesleyans, that
if they do God’s will, God will provide for their needs.
The leader, Dr. Frank Buchman, is of Swiss origin, and
was a Lutheran pastor in an American city. No man in
modern times has been more slandered than Dr. Buch-
man, yet he goes his way with nothing but love in his
heart for all mankind. He is a simple man in his tastes
and commands the devoted loyalty and affection of
people in every country of the world.

Much of the misunderstanding and criticism of the
Group comes from the fact that they do work with people
in high places, not exclusively of course, but the majority
of their contacts are with labor leaders, employers of
labor, manufacturers, statesmen and other people of wide
influence and there is a good sound reason back of this
policy. A man who controls the destiny of hundreds of
his fellow men can make their lives happy or miserable.
Moral decay of the leaders in any country brings swift
destruction as we have already seen. But we can under-
stand this criticism for there are still many people who
believe that God’s children should ever be poor and
humble and somewhat apologetic.

There is nothing apologetic about the Oxford Group.
They believe the promises, and they know that the power
of God is as real in the spiritual world as electricity is in



