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) ROBERT FLEMING GOURLAY. | 955

House of Correctlon in Cold “Bath Fields,
where he la.y for several years. The sole
grounds of his detention after the first day

or two were the medical certificates that he |

was unfit to be at large. He might have
had his liberty at any time, however, but he
persistently refused eithér to employ a solici-
tor or to give bail for his good behaviour.!
To several persons who demanded from him
his reasons for horsewhipping Mr. Brougham
in the sacred purlieus of the House of Com-
mons, he quoted the illustrious example of
One who scourged sinners out of the temple.

During part of the time of his imprisonment .

he occupled the same cell with Tunbridge,
who had been a warehouseman of Richard
Carlile, and had been sentenced to two years’
confinement for blasphemy. The cell was du-
ring the same year occupied by Fauntleroy,

the banker and forger, whose misdeeds form

one of the most remarkable chapters in the
history of English criminal jurisprudence.
While he lay in durance he was an inde-
fatigable reader of \newspapers, and took
specla.l note of everything relating toCanada.
He was also a persistent correspondent, and’
in a letter written to his children, under
date of July 27th, 1824, we find this quasi-
prophetic remark with reference to Canada:
“ The poor ignorant inhabitants are now
wrangling about the Union of the Canadas,
when, in fact, those Proyinces should be
confederated with New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland, for
their general good, while each retained its
Local Govemment as is the case with the
United States.” '
How he at last contrived to procure his
liberty from Cold Bath Fields Prison we
have not been able to ascertain. He per-
sisted in his refusal either to give bail or
employ a solicitor. It is not improbable
that he was permitted to depart from pris-
on unconditionally. In 1826°we find him
"‘publishing “An Appeal to the Common
Sense, Mind and Manhood of the British

Nation;” and two years later a.series of
letters on Emigration Societies in Scotland.
- For some time subsequent to this date we
have no intelligence whatever as to his
movements. He came over to America sev-
eral years prior to the Canadian rebellion,
but the sentence of banishment prevented
him from entering Canadian territory. While
the rebellion was in progress, he resided in
Cleveland, Ohio, where he saw a good deal

in the attempt to capture Canada at that
period. -We have said that Robert Gourlay

proved his loyalty at this time by,doing his

their enterprise, and by sending over im-
portant information to Sir Francis Bond
Head as to their movements. For this he
received several letters of thanks from Sir
Francis, and an invitation to return to
‘Canada, which, however, he declined to do
until the sentence of banishment should be
reversed. This was done by the House of
Assembly after the Union of the Provinces
in 1841, upon the motion of Dr. Dunlop.
A pension of fifty pounds a year was at the
same time granted to him, which, however,
he refused to accept. He was not satisfied
with a mere reversal of his sentence and the
granting of a pension. He said, in effect,
“Ido not want mercy, but justice. I donot
want to have the sentence merely reversed,
but to have it declared that it was unjust
from the beginning, that I may not go down
to the grave with this stain resting on my
children.” Nothing further was done in the
matter at that time, and for some years we

returned to Scotland, and to have contrived
to save from the wreck of his father’s estate
sufficient to maintain himself with some
approach to comfort. He resided for the
most part in Edinburgh. It might well
have been supposed tha.t all the tnals and

‘sufferings he had undergone would have

:

of the American filibusters who took part °

was a loyal subject of Great Britain. He °

utmost to- dissuade the conspirators from '

again Jose sight of him. He seems to have -
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