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The lady of a baronial ball*.'deemed it. an î*isait to be
ààdressed in language.ofgallant.ry. She disdained>the atten-ý
tions of the mosýi patent prince,. if his addresseswerçe' not
honorable. Nor-would she bestow bier love upon ne
whom she was flot proud. She woulId flot marry A con'ard
or a braggart, even if he were the owner of ten. thousand,
acres. -Sie -,as as tender and compassionate as she ws
heroic. We read of few divorces- in the Feudal ages, separa-
tiens or desertions.. These belong to the improvemenis of
our day.

But what. causrd this veneration, unknown in ancient or.
miodern time s. It was based on the. noble qualities and,
doniestic virtues whi.ch. their. lives. eng.endered. Tbey.
were always employed in what were imperative duties ; they
gloried in their unsullied namnes. Their characters were
above suspicion. They were discreet, self-relying and free
from. excitements; though the Feudal castie was nlot duli.
It was full of strangers, minstrels, bards, pediars and priests.
They could gratify their social wants and attain friendships,
and although tb-ey knew nothing of fashionable life, they laid.
the founidation of that courtly grace and dignity of maniner'
wýhich some of the later day women try ta imitate. But how

could we compare their lives with the fashionable women of
the present ? And, although. various courts of Europe are
conducted with. propriety, the state of society there is well
described in "Ouida's Moths." And bringing the lines fromt
London and Paris to New York, wbat a contrast are the
lives of the 40o fools; for high breeding neyer asserts itseif.
It takes its place naturally and tacîtly, led by a snob wlio
tries to saddle bimself onto some far off aristocracy. They
-ire a fair specimen of the Roman women with the exception
of running about Europe hunting up husbands for their
daugliters. Like good traders, we. are judges of old ware,

ad epieaytignew more thaii a Howard wouild.
Mrs. M- bas outstripped themt ail in securing a Collona
for her daughter. Lifehlas agood thing where an American
girl returns frein Europe, and another expresses surprise at
lier coniing back unenga,'ed. She replies that ail the cheap
dukes were gone. And nothing less would satisf>t..her.
They go about pusbing themselve *s into society, wbo- have
only the advantages of rank. For the Americans wbo have
sprung front the poor emigrating classes of Europe are will-
ing to. buy up any impecunious lord, that they May pose as
IlMy Lady," 0f course these people are not reipected by
the best of European society-the elegant and benevolent.
Even the light, fashionable set that receive themn on accout
of their rnoney are laugbing at them in their aleeves. How
can they help it when one of their number scours the city of
New York with an unprincipled divorced rake.to get Married,
and finds that no respectable clergyman would perform the
ceremony. They ivere obliged to 'be united by a civil magis-
trate, and it answered their purpose juat as well.- It was
net the rite she evidently cared for, il wvas to be called
"Your Grace." And they were a well matched pair. As to
farnily, be -was no better than she. H is great ancestor had
nothing to recominend bini but bis fearlesaness, wbich he
evinced in appropriating the public funds, as well as on the
baîtie fild. And in bis greatest victories the laurels were
sbared by the gallant Prince Eugene.

His risc fromt a humble position ivas attributable .te the
influence of a lewd woman, bis sister, a mistress of the Duke

if York. Froni the tume of « Old Sarah," his wife, wbo ruled
lîim as slhe dîd bier mistress, the qucéen, tbey bave been a

self-as erting dôomieeýing lot., -t is a name as unsavory a s
that -of Cuxpming totheý- buse,ô.f.Stuart,.from wbich the-
rýenipR family.deri-ves the crown. ,

As soon as soute vulgar nian bjecomes.a millionaire, his
daughters are sent to a>,ash[iable. schoal,,bis..'son;s to col-
lege. They get ladies' maids fer the girls,' wîth. whomn
tbey know flot whaî to do,> as an English, girl said, wbo had
engaged herself to one of them in that capacity., Then they
start for Europe, and if they do not form one of the ýcojonies
in the výarious cities, retura, aping their manners and style of
living. The boys affect the tone. and appeara.nce of an. Eng-
lish 'swell, but unlike Sothern's 'Englisb fool, L- D-,y,
it is impossible to make theni gentlemen. The, momen do
flot give up visions of rank, and in every way try to imntame
in miniature, and do remarkably well for'amateurs.

Sorne who wisb to make a handle out of this "lBaccarat"
scandai should corne bere, wbere, in our provincial cities,
those who follow in the wake of fashion, allow ganib-
ling in their boeuses, Ir is hard to tell whetber Europe is
contaminating us or we are contaminating them. As far as
England is concernied with bier ideas of blue blood, one
would th «ink tbere was danger of its paling before long with
its marriages among second.class actresses and Americans,
although English ladies are chary of guch alliances, and the*
better class of nobility.

Soute of our best wom.en niarrîed intc, English families ln
days gone by, when there were still somne of the, old colonial
dignity lef . among the few families tha t remained. 'But in
the fast, pert manners of this ageone wvill occasionally meet:
Baltimore and Albany ladies who, like- Miss Van V- in-.
herit the stately grace and winning charmi of their grand.
mothers.

After the Revolution and the îvithdrawal .of the refined.
Tory element, society underwent a chan ge in manners and
feelings toward the British; and forty years agg,.,we.niide a.
poor showing to strangers front abroad. Wewere certainly.
subjects for comment, both in our tastes and niarner of liv-
ing. The people bad devoted themselves to tradle eKclusively,
and the influx of Frdich refugees had flot been advantage.
oua to us. Like all new and ignorant people, ive were very
indignant at th e trutbs related of us by Dickens and others..,
But D- did nlot spare bis. own country any more. thjan ours,
And it was amusing, years later, t0 hear those wvho had.
attacked bum relating to bis IlNotes on Atnerica," laud him
on bis returfi t0 read to us. .I heard- G. W.. C. place him
above every oither autlior, living or dead; and 1 felt like
arising in niy seat to argue the case, when comparing.
"Scott's wvomen"' disparagingly witb Dickens' for natural-
ness, and beld up D ickens' Dora as a sample of womanhob.d.
He did flot remember that Scott described women of other
days, and I beli *eve there are seine noble women now, who,
could rival Jenny Deans in love and beroism. .I believe he
ivas rigbt in giving Dickens the credit (of) for I"Dora's" natu-
ralness, for shte is a perfect speciraen of the fools of the
present day.

When steaînboat communication facilitated travel, the
bitternesa toward England began to *disappear, and we:be-
gaýn to s7es that it ivas possi ble to learn somnetbing nev fiont
the civîlized countries of Europe, and coniienced te irnitate
theni as wve bad taken tone and color fromt our French visi-
tors. And altlough we have learned sonne polite usages, we
have also learned rnucb tbat is morally bad.

.Forty years ago respectable families, ricb and poor, spent


