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a‘;:"(‘!‘. to tell the truth, one when he is in com-
¥ With you gentlemen, sits like a dunce; one
':st;“llcc in a while say something.”
“mb“?' something, Baron? So far as anything
¢ M his Yook contains, that might furnish you with
: hm::‘l‘@ fn.r conversation, you had better content
i with being a listener.  And then, too,
w v, People talk so rarcly upon such subjects.”
%‘u“ry well, then one must turn the conyersa-
lat way.”

i‘&)I;'Order to give oncs-self importance. Isn't

A
Ty ?;011], ."°:*~ You talk asif I ran ever so much
;e M this. I see none. One amuses himself,
[ ,“d“’ one reflects afterwards.”

’5 ken one can, my. good Baron—and when one
E o do o accurately, then one becomes uncer-
f vy lct“ himself be curied away ; gives Lis as-
! by, 8 faith in God, his peace of mind, per-
‘ virtue—and all that is a trifle, is it 1”
Pt .
:
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P“dgel Suppose for the moment that I did
©an atheist—what of it? In that case I
*end for my priest, who would confute me

v

%&ﬁ Bible, and I should become again a

ot

* * » » » *

Wl},::“_’eir talk was interrupted by the entrance
wpy iter with wine, &e,
ey, oSt .friend,” began again the Baron, “ tell
! by like what you have already parrated
§ oy - 3ttacking the enemy—nbout whirl pools—
Ry, - o *Pouting mountains—something . that
"ﬂd n:’“ tremble, There is pothing in the
- s ¥ like to hear about so well as that”

o Proves that you bave a heart, Baron.”

:

»
'
'
’
'
'
,
‘
’
i
'
' *
'
‘
]
'
i
‘
‘
!
i
¢

.

ity “ But, in fact, I might have told you
om"" - You have probably heard of the
Vpag o RHiparos 1”

tan Baron‘s'disclaimir:g any very intimate
. '@ With the Grotto, Willwitz went on
» 3t some length, that wonderful crea-
“‘iq; ey f"e- The Baron listened to every word
Oty o i Lips, with all the intease in-
e"bk : “"hlcb, in bis childhood, he may have
'e ghost stories related by hig nurse.
::th e more and more shelving.
"’dwd no?me to dark a cavern, through which
M.by the Pass, except in a stooping posture,
) of :"'v of td?‘“c‘l;es. Prepare }'our;e::‘;
u ery erous enterprise, whi
:'t}‘. Pon g4 being far from creditﬁble to me;
,‘;10‘,& \:c’i: of which I am quite ashamed. I
Baron
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He sat with open mouth, and already felt the
sensation of fright in his very hair,

“We had made fast at the entrance a eord, by
the help of which we let ourselves down into the
first cavern, which was certainly frightful enough.
But this was nothing to the second one, into which,
half lying down, we were obliged to crawl slowly.
A man with nerves a very little weaker than
miue, would have become dizzy and sick at the
bare thought of the fathomless depths which lay
at my left, on the very brink of which I was ob-
liged to pass.”

The Baron held his hand before his eyes.

“ And what think you, my friend? Actually
upon the very edge—slippery as glass—of this
abyss, and thus extremely dangerous, we placed
a ladder, upon which we climbed up a perfectly
perpendicular rock, with, I confess, some little
anxiety and heart-beating, as you may well sup-
pose.”

The Baron sprung to bis feet—but immediately
sat down again. .

“ What is the matter with you, Baron 1"

“ Nothing— Willwitz—nothing— only my weak
head, Ireally felt asif I myself bad fallen off
Go on”

“I climbed up, and with now apparently less
risk, farther on; and now I believed myself al-
most kafe, when I came to the most perilous
point of all ; and unless my guide had called out,
I should certainly have broken my neck.”

Here the Baron held his breath—and all the
muscles of his face were in full play.

“We found here a ladder that was so old and
rotten that it would have been broken the first
moment that a foot rested upon it.  We therefore
availed ourselves of a new one, which we had
brought with us for that purpose. Then we were
obliged to trust ourselves again, hanging by a
new rope, and after we had slid ourselves along
for a season, now upon our stomachs, and now
upon our backs, at last, to my great satisfaction,
I eaw myself in the grotto, to reach which, I had
risked so much.”

“Atlast! Now God be thanked. And what
did you find in the grotto 1"

“ As for that, why, it was very pretty.”

“ But, what was there worth taking away with
yout” '

“How you speak, Absolutely nothing.”

“ Absolutely nothing " (with a tune of aston-
ishment.) ’

“ And did you come back safe I
“1 must have; otherwise I should bardly be
drinking here, your Burgundy.”
NNAAAAAAA, WAVAAAY,

80q upon it without a shudder.”
'\\‘w\zt more than ready to listen.
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THE GROTTO OF ANTIPAROS.
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