254

REVIVALS IN LONDON.

An excellent lecture—one of a winter se-
ries by various gentlemen—was not long
since delivered before the Y oung Men's Chris-
tian Association, at Fxeter Hall. The sub-
ject was “ Revivaly” and the Rev. John
Stoughton of Kensingtou was the lecturer.
Midway in his discourse he paused, and re-
quested that the hymn might be sung, begin-
ning—

“ Lord, I hear of showers of blessing,

Thou art scattering full and free;
Showers the thirsty lund refreshing,
Let some droppings fall on me,

Even me.”

"The vast audience entered heart and soul into
the song, and the effect was deeply solemniz-
ing.

That “ some droppings” at least continue
to full on this metropohs is to be thankfully
acknowledged.  'Thut the true people of God
are largely more earuest and spiritual, and
more entirely in practical harmony with the
Saviour’s compassion for perishing souls, 1
cannot doubt. The prayer of fuith, the ex-
pectation of blessing, the ceasing to limit the
Holy One of lsrael, as well as personal direct
dealing with the aucouverted, e now more
than ever kefore.

Two things are worthy of notice in con-
nection with * the additional theatre services,”
namely—1st, Large Suturday evening prayer
meetings to crave a blessing—sometimes ay
many as from 600 to 1000 attending—and
written requests for prayer read out in num-
bers, aud at once rexponded to.  2ndly, After
the preaching on the Lord’s-day evening,
meetings for prayer and conversation are held,
und many who havebeen previously impressed
are thus led into the light aud liberty of ithe
sons of Grod.

In truth, the power of prayer has been
largely tested and realized in connection with
ragged schools and refuges. 'L'he first fruits
were scen last year, and will be still more ap-
parent ere long.  The teachers or Field Laue
nold a meeting for prayer every Saturday ev-
ening from haif-pust 7 1ill haif-past 8 o'ciock.
In addition to the teachers, most of the in-
mates of the Female Refuge attend. Free
prayer—ibat is, no one ig ealled to cugage—is
the rule, “It has proved to all,” says Mr.
Hgytche, “ a reul time of refreching ; and to
this season of united prayer, 1 am disposed to
refer the recent cases of couversivn in the
Ragged Church.”

A peculiar blessing continnesto attend the
addresses to young people, dilivered from
time to time by some of the older lads em-
ployed at the Woolwich Arsenal, under the
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superintendence of Captain Orr of the ROY::
Artillery. Some months ago, they wer® i
Bristol “ussisting Mr. Reginald Radclifé
his evangelistic labours. ~ At present they © g
occupied in occasfonal labour in and m:ul"
London, chiefly on the Lord's-day and 88 o
day evenings, when they are not at their
pary employment in the arsenal. ]
In the Sabbath school in which the Write;
is especially interested, tokens of for
grace begun had maunifested themselves i
some time past. Oue and another of the
ble classes, and from among the elder gir .
youths in the school, had given thems® el
first to the Lord, and then publicly profés )
their faith and love at his table. 1n additi¢
to this, a spirit of anxiety and seriousness ”
80 far manifested itself, that, whereas forme A
the meetings held on the afternoon © o
Lord's-day when the school broke ups ¥
attended ouly by teachers, within tneé ble
twelve months, the scholars, in consider® r
numbers, remained also.  VWhen, therefor®
these young messengers of Christ appeul_l‘
one afternoon (withont previous ammot',
ment) and spoke to the children, the fe”)en
showed that the soil of many hearts had o 50
previously prepared for the sced. Y hll‘i by
outward or noisy excitement was produsctt -y
the addresses—so affectionate, simples %)
solemu=—such was the effect, that a 1)1‘09021'5'
Leing made for conversation with the anxto )
about forty boys and girls repaired ut ouc®
the separate rooms. Sinee tiwen the wormw
grace has made progress, but it iy prematy
fo speak of fruits. 'I'he writer earnestly #g
for special prayer for these young prop “",e:
well us for Sunday school children st 00 1
Loudon—a great multitude. At the 5¢0, o
connected with another congregatioh no
same youths addregsed the young people © 53
recent occasion, and it is stated that 1ot 5
than seventy of them have siuee .\v;utk’ &
the minister in deep spiritual aexicty. fvcd’
dregges have sinee been given to 1h§"l‘ag‘z~o
school children at Sermon Lane, bl"f?‘f:tu
Road, aud alse at the rooms of the ‘15“”;0“ .
Branch of the Young Men's Christiant 250y
ciation, The writer can say, from perselo
ohservation, that these youthful s x':‘u'n.t‘.’mm
Christ are domg a great work, ina fer
yet Lumble spirit.  pich
Cases frequently come to light i ¥ rect
conversions can be clearly tracud, 83 © st
apswers to mothers’ prayers. Fwo suCB &
are before my mind as 1 write ; and ulao;d, .
taer, where in answer toa ¢ gister’s pray® pu
the unswer long deferved, i the guses “Kéw,
rently hopeless=——a brother and his wife ot
closed their Sunday shop, have puhhcl‘yll 1208
fessed the Saviour, and besides are v L D
temporal prospects, in a wuy which €



