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gide, maro or lees appreclable, in il biack-
guatdiem—here, thero was nothing but teage
iy 3 mute, weird teagedy,  The quiet in the
rouin was horeible, ‘The thin, haggrarnd, longe.
haired yonug an, whowg sunken eyes fiercely
wateaei the Weaing wp of e rards nover -’mkn
the v, fat faeed punply plaver, who pricked
his ptece of past boand preseveringly, the register
how olten black won, and how olten red==never
spore the duty, wiinkied old man, withthe val.
e myes, and 1he daened great coat, wha had
Jost s Bast gowe and stlt fnasnd on desporately
after he conbl play no lngeranever spoke
Evea the voies of tie cpanpire sounded as if it
were strang v dudlnd andd ibickennd in the atmnos.
hicre of thr twom. T hal entved the l)l.‘ll‘c o
augh, il that if 1 stoot guimily looing on
much longers | should be more likely o weep
80, 10 exeite thyclt vat of the depression of spirity
which was fast stealing over me, 1 untortunat=ly
went to the table, and tegan to plas. Stil) more
unfortiunately, as the event will show, 1 won—
won protigionalyy won ineraditly; won atsuch
& rate, that regalar players at the table crowded
round ine; And staring at my akes with hungry
superstizions eves, whisparad to one another, that
Lhc English stranger was going 10 break the
ank,

The game was fwge el Neir 1 hal played
atitin nearly every city in Earope, withont, haw.
ever, the care or the wish to study the ‘Theory of
Chancea—that philacopher's stone of zamblers!
And a gambler, in the stricl sense of the word, 1
hid never bren, 1 was hieart whole from the cor-
rading passion for pl-’\f’ My gaming was a
miere nlle amiscrneot. L never reserted to ft by
neceesdty, becanse 1 never knew what it was to
wantinney, 1 never practised it so incessantly
a9 to low more than [ could atfon, or to gain more
than I could cooltly prcket without being thrown
off my bulanoe by iy goold INCK. 1IN shogy, 8
had Wtherto Irequented gambdling-iables—jist as
1 frequented  Laticromns and opera houscs~be-
cause they had amueed m2, and because I had
nothing Letter to do with iny lessure hours,

But, on thtcoccasiun, it was very datfereat-
now, fur the first thng in iy Jife, T felt what the
pn«ion for play rcally was, My success first be-
wildered, and then, in tha most litetal mzaning of
the wonl, intoxicated me. Incrodible as it may
appear, it is nevertheless true that 1 only lost,
when { attempted fo estumaie chances, and played
according to pievivus calculation. 1t lefevery.
thing to luck, and saked without any care or
consideration, 1 was sure to wui—to win in the
face of every recognised probability in favour of
the bank, At first, some of the men present ven.
tured their thoney <afely cnough on my colors;
but U speedily dnereased my stakes to  suns
which they darad not risk.  One afler another
they et off playing, and breathiess looked on at
my game.  Stll, time alter time, Estaked higher
and higher: and sl won. ‘The excitement in
the roum rose to fever piich. “The stlence was
intereapted, by a deep, mattered chorus of oaths
and exclamations in ditlerent langaages, cvery
time the gold was shovelled acruss to my siile of
the table—cven’the impertarbible cronpicr dashed
his rake on the floor in a ([Prench) fury of asto-
nishin:nt at my success.  But one man present
preserved hissell possession; and that man was
iny friend, Hecame 1o my side, and whispering
in English, begeed me 1o leave the place, satisfied
with what 1 had already gained. I mustde him
tbe justice to xay, that he repeated his warnings
and entreatics several times; and only left me
and went away, after 1 had rejected hisadvice (1
was to all intents and purposes gambling-drunk)
in terins which renderud it impossible for him to
address me again that night,

Shorily afier he had gone, a hoarse voice be-
bind we’ cricd :- =" Peesnt e, my dear sirle
rinit me to restore to their praper place two
apoleons which you have dropped. * Wonder-
ful lack, siri={ pladge yvou my word and honoue
as an old soldicr, in the'course of ny lung expes.
ience in this sort of Whing, § never saw such luck
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as voure! never!
te€l G on boldly’ and break the bank 1
I turned round and saw nmiding and smiling

in my scuses, § should have considered him
smaily, as being rather a sus,-idum specimien of
an obl sallice e had gogz

mangy mustachioe, and broken nose
betrayed o barrack-toom intonation of the worst
order, and he had the distiest pairof hands | ever
saw—even in France,  These httle personal pee
culiatitics exercisad, howvever, no repelling intlue
cuceon e, In the mad excliement, the reckless
teivmph uof that entent, 1 was realy to " frater.
tivee © with an body who cicouraged ine §n my
game, I aceepted the old soldier’s vffcred pine
of snuff. clapped him on the back, amd awote he
was the honestest fellow in the worldy the most
glotivus relic of the Grand Army that { had ever
et with, Qo ont” cried my military fricnd
snapping his fingers o cestasy,—" Gy on, an
win! Break the Bank—Mille tanncrrest iny gal.
lant English comrade, break the bank 1"

And | dul go on—went at such & rate, that In
another quarier of an houe the croupice called
out: “ Gentleinen! the bank has discontinued fur
to-night.””  All the notes, and all the gold in that
s bank,” now lay in a heap under my handss
the whole fuating capital of the ﬁamblmg-homc
was waiting to pour into my pockets |

“I'le up the moncy in your pocket-handker.
chiel, my worthy st sabl the soldier, as 1
witdly plunged my hands into iny heap of gold.
““Pie it up, as we vred 10 te up a bit of dinner {n
the Grand Army ; your winnings are too heavy
fur any Ubreechies pocket that ever were sown,
I'heeet that's it —shovel them in, notes and all!
Credictwhiat luck1—Stop ! another Napoleon on
the loart  AXS sacre pelnt %mlh.«.mu dc Napolcon?
have | found thee at Ja<tl Now then sir—~two
ugznhtaoubie knuis cath Way with your honoura.
ble pernussion, and the moncy's wafe. Feel it)
feel 1, turtunate sielhard ana round asacannun
ball~Abbak ! if they had only ficed such cannon
ballsat us,at Austerlitz—nom d'une pipe! ifihey
only had ! And now, asan ancient grenadier, asan
ex-brave of the I'rench army, what remains for
metodo! Task what? Simply this: to entreat
my valued English friend to ({rink A bottle of
champagne withine, and toast the goddess For-
tue in foaming goblets before we part)”

Excellent cx-brave! Convival ancient grena-
dierl Champagne by all meanst An English
cheer for an old «oldier ! Murrah! hureahi An.
other English cheer fur the goldess Fortune!
Hurrah! Huerah? Harrah )

*Bravo! the Englishman; the amiable, gra.
cious Englishman, in whose veins circulates the
vivacious bload of Francet  Anotherglass? A4
bah l~—the boutle is empty! Never mind! Vive e
cin! 1, tne old soldier, order another botile, and
half-a-pouad of bon-buns with i1

No, no. ex-brave; never—-ancient grenadier?
Your hoitle last time! any bottle this, Behold itt
‘Toast away ! The French Atmy 1--the great Na-
rnh'un t—the rrcacmcmnpanf'! the croupier | the
nest croupler’s wite and  daughters—if he has
any! the Ladies generally ! Everybody in the
world!

By the time the second botile of champagne
was empticd, 1 telt asif I had been drinking i
quid fiee, iny brain seemed all a flame, No ex-
cess In wine had ever had this effect on me before
w my hfe. Was it the result of a stimulant act-
ing unon my sy<tem when [ was in a hizhiy-ex.
cited state? Was my stomach in a pariicularly
disordered condition? | Or was the champagne
particalarly strong 3

* Ex-braveof the French Army ! cried I, in a
mail state of exhilaration. * Jam on fire! how
are you 2 You have set meon fire! Doyou hear;
my hero ot .Austerlitz? Let us have a’third boy.
tle of champagne to put the flame out!” Theold
soldier wagged his had, rolled his goagle-eyes,
until [ expected to see them slip out of their

sockets; placed his dirty forefinger by the side of

at me with inveterate civili y a tall mag, dresed -

a frezeedand braided «arntemt,  If T had been
T T thaold v, hin pet- W depart.” Piobably they had expected to profit

ing Lwolhot cycs, ' fricn
Tiis voice | from gelting dead

Go on. sir=Stere miille bom | his Yroken noses solemnly cjaculated * Cofice I

and immediately ron off into an innct toom.
'The word pronouncal by the cecentric veteran,

secmned 1o have a magical effeet on the rest of tbe

company present.  With ane accord they all rose

¢ intoxication; bat finding that my ncw
wasbenevolently beat on preventing ine
drunk. and now abandoned ail
hope of thriving plcasanily on my winninge,
Whatever their inotive might be, atany ratethey
went away in & body. When the old soldier re-
turnad and sat down agafn opposite 1o me atthe
table we had the room to ourselves, 1 could scc
the croupier, in a sort of vestibule which openef
omt of {1, cating his supper in solitude. The
aflence was now deeper than ever,

A sudden change, too, had come over the “¢x-
brave” Il assumal a portenfous look; and
when he spuke to me again his speech was orna.
mented by no oathe, enforced b{ no finger-snap.
;;lng. cnlivencd by no aposirophes, of cxclama.
tlons,

 Listen, wy dear sir,” xafd hic, in mysteriously
confidential tones—" listen to an old suldice's &f.
vice, 1 have been to the mistress of the bouse (a
very charming womnan, with a genins for cook-
cty'!) to impress on her the necessily of making
us syme particularly strong and “good coflee,
You tnust deink this cofftce in order to ged tid of
your linle amiable exaltation ofspirits, before you
think of going home—you mxs, my guod and
sracipus ficnd ! With all that money 10 take
humc to-night, it fsa sacred duty to yourself 1o
have your wits about you. You are known to
be a winner 10 an chorineus extent, by several
gentlemen prexent to night, who, in a certain

int of view, are very worthy and excellent fel-

ows; but they are wortal inen, my dear sir, and
they have thelr amiable wcaknesseal Need i’ny
more!  Ah, no, nu! you uniderstand me! Now,
thiv {s what you toust do—send for & cabrinlct
when you feel quite well again—draw up all the
windows when you get into it—and telithe driver
to take you hume only lhrotiﬁx the large and
well lighted thoroughlares. this; and ‘?‘m
and your mone will be safe, Do this; and ty.
morrow you will thank an old soldicr for giving
you a word of honest advice.”

Just as the ex-brave ended his oration in very
lachrymose tones, the coflec came in, ready pourcd
out in two cups, My autentive friend handed me
one of the cupw, with a bow, I was parched with
thirst, and drank it offat a draught. Almost in.
stanily afterwards, 1 was scized with a fit of giddi.
ncss, and fclt more completely inloxicated than
cver. The room whirled round and round firi.
ously ; the old soldier scemed to be regularly bob.
bing up and down before ine, like the piston of 3
sieatn-cngine, 1 way half dealencd by a violent
singing in my ears; A feeling of utter bewilder.
ment, helplessness, idivtcy, overcame me.  § rose
from my chair, holding onc!‘?' the table 0 kee
m{' balance; and stammered owt, that § felidread.
fully unwell—so unwell, that I did not know how
I was 10 get home.

“ My dear friend,” answered the old. saldier
and even his voulce seemed to be bobblngf up an
down, as he spoke—* My dear friend, it would
be madness to go home, in your state. You
would be sure to lose your money; you might
be robbed and inurdered with the greatest ease,
1 am going to slecp here: do yox sleep here, too
—they make up capital beds in 1bis house—take
one; slee&oﬂ' the effects of the wine, and go home
sal’ciy with your winnings, to-morrow,—to-mot-
10w, in broad daylight.

I had no power of thinking, no feeling of any
kind, but the feeling that [ must lie down some-
where, immediately, and fall offinto & cool, re-
freshing, comfortable sleeg.edSo {agreed cager!
to the proposal about the bed, and took the ofe
fered arms of the old soldiec and the croupier—
the lau%hhu;;rig bee:” summounedi lo showd the
way. e me alung some.passages and u
a sgon ﬂizgtofs}:ins inlg the -bg;room which
wasto occupy. The ex-mave shook me warmly
by the hand; proposed that we ‘should breakfast
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