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about, and if, in virtue of the same sovereignty by which he
determined upon the object, he has also determined on the
way which leads to it,‘ and that that way shall be by the
acting of human principle, and the putting forth of human
exertion, then let us keep back our co-operation as we may,
God will raise up the hearts of others to that which we ab-
stain from ; and they, admitted into the high honour of be-
ing fellow-workers with God, may do homage to the truth
of his prophecy ; while we, perhaps, may unconsciously do
dreadful homage to the truth of another warning, and ano-
ther prophecy. «I work a work in your days which you
“shall not believe, though a man declare it unto you.” Be-
hold, ye despisers, and wonder and perish.” The abolition
of war will be the effect not of any sudden or resistless visi-
tation from Heaven on the character of men—not of any
mystical influence working with all the omnipotence of a
charm on the passive hearts of those who are the subjects
of it—not of any blind or overruling fatality which will come
ugon the earth at some distant period of its history, and
about which, we, of the present day, have nothing to de
but to look silently on, without concern, and without co-
operation, the prophecy of a_.peace, as universal as the
spread of the human race, and as enduring as the moon in
the firmament, will meet its accomplishment, aye, and at
that very time which is already fixed by Him, who seeth the
end of all things from the beginning thereof. But.it will
be brought about by the activity of men. 1t will be done
by the philanthropy of thinking and intelligent Christians.
The conversion of the Jews—the spread of gospel light
among the regions of idolatry—these are distinct subjects
of prophecy, on which the faithful of the land are now act-
ing, and to the fulfilment of which they are giving their
zeal and their energy. 1 conceive the prophecy which relates
o the final aholition of war will be taken up in the same
manner, and the subject will be brought to the test of Chris-
tian principle, and many will urite to spread- a growing
sense of its follies and its enormities, over the countries of
the world—and the public will be enlightened, not by the
factious and turbulent declamations ot a party, but by the
mild dissemination of gospel sentiment through the isii-—
and the prophecy. contained in this book will pass iuto ef-
fect and accomplishment, by no other influence than the




