Founpgp

a mouth speculum, ‘& plegt

I a
Ig the solution \\ith,a feilt
y 1t to a greater surfaca#

. . a
n is required. g
t twice, daily,
chlorate of potassj \

] ium
vater,_un(l if the pati:g‘tm&
eed oil, or castor oil; should
2 very marked, a stimulags
ey or sweet spirits. of nim
d be given every few hours
outh must be carefally adt’
f the difficulty in swallowin
y some may pass dowi the
atal o
f a small syringe, It must
patient must be kept ing
lated building, and if the
ould be clothed, | %5

Wiitp,

Baby Beef.

on the part of many feeders
om fifteen to twenty months
over to three years as was
leans a quicker turn-oye,
he animals be pushed fmn;
until ready for the market;
stand still in development
ough lack of feed will never
llowing  paragraphs,  from
he Dominion Experimental

1s which have proven satis .

enty  months of age, beef
- the butcher, may usually
v as baby beef, marketed
two months of age, For
ration is good: Hay (alfalfa
0 pounds daily; silage (pre-
\ds daily, gradually redicéd
he period; roots (preferably
ally reduced to 20 pounds
, 4 pounds, increased to'8
- composed of equal parts
arley, and linseed oil meal.
of the foregoing feeds may

rn, or vice versa. 2. . Lins
gluten meal, ground: peas,
outstandingly cheap as &
placed by ground oats. 4
d by choice fine grass hays,
1s rapid gains. Green 0at
d might profitably replace
n. 5. If no silage is avail-
" roots in the daily ration.
1ble,”feed two-thirds*more
s nor silage are availabl

ay, and more of it. Also
some similar protein to the
sver the roughages or fix

lace a shortage of roots o

v hay or straw more palat- -

ck Notes. -

on relative to.the world’s
ed by the Live Stock Comi-
at the production of meats
the requirements. During
)een a rapid increase in.the
of the world, due largely
with its naturally increase
the increase of populz.mpn
‘emperate Zone. Statistics
tock surplus is not keeping
A number of prominent
have reached the maximuin
are steadily reducing their
, greatly increased domesti¢

., Drumbo, Ont.

her,
This ‘shigld
A litt?eh,ofa'ﬁ

complications, Jg iyt

OCTOBER 7, 1920

consumption. Canada has here an opportunity. It
is believed that cheap meats are a thing of the past,
as range conditions have almost disappeared, a higher
quality meat 1S being sought, and in view of the com-
paratively high lfm(_i values a higher standard of breed-
ing and feeding is imperative for further development.

In regard to the hog situation, the Live Stock Com-
missioner estimates that the live hog industry sustained
a loss of approximately $11,000,000, during the seven
months ending July 31, that sum _reprcsenting the dif-
ference in value between the visible hog marketings
during that period and the same period of 1919. The
loss in revenue was due the liquidation of breeding
stock during 1919, the loss being qsti_mated on the basis
of prices in 1920. The Cc_)ﬂ]m}SSloner says: ‘‘We
continue to steadily fall behind in the volume of our
marketing, while at the same time t}le percentage
liquidation of sows suitable for breeding is on the
increase.”” From January 1 to. September 1, 1920,
there were marketed at the six principal markets in
Canada, 456,629 hogs, and of this total 18,178, or 3.9
per cent., were SOWS. During the month of August,
out of a total of 42,022 hogs marketed, 3,609, or 8.5
per cent., were SOWS. This shows that‘ brood sows are
being disposed of more rapidly than during any previous
month of the year. This can scarcely be understood
in view of the prospects for cheaper feed. The market
itself gives promise of prices very favorable as regards
their relation to the cost of production. The Live
Stock Commissioner finds it impossible to explain the
present liquidation of breeding sows, as during a normal
period it is the hard and fast rule to go into hogs in a
time of famine in supply. To-day, with the 'most
marked shortage in a decade, and prospects of a com-
paratively high and steady market, apparently the
opposite stand is being taken in regard to supplies.
Apparently Canadians are faced with the problem of
keeping supplies up to normal in the meat line, especially
of hog products, at a time when extensive preparations
should be made to greatly extend our normal output.
It rests with the individual producer as to whether the
market surplus of hogs in 1921 will be below require-
ments or adequate to meet the needs of the export
market. The past two years have been rather difhcult
ones for the hog feeder, owing to the high price and
difficulty in securing feed. There is reason to believe
that we have passed the peak in feed prices, and that
from now or there will be a more liberal supply of pig
feeds.

Winter Rations for Breeding Ewes.

A considerable study has been made of rations for
breeding ewes during the winter, in an effort to find
out what effect they had on the production of lambs
and wool. A. A: Dowell and G. L. Flack, of the Depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry, Alberta, have been carrying
on extensive work for the past year, using local roughages.
Their conclusions after one year's work are given in the
following paragraphs. Although the experiment was
carried on in Alberta, varieties of fodder similar to that
fed to Ontario flocks were used so that the results ob-
tained should be of interest to Ontario flock owners.
The amount of feed consumed is figured at a fair average
price, and in this way the cost of wintering the ewes
is arrived at. The following paragraphs are the results
obtained during the winter of 1919-20.

The objects of the experiment were to determine
the comparative value of the following roughages 1n
wintering pregnant ewes:

Alfalfa hay, timothy hay, prairie hay, oat green feed
hay, oat straw, prairie hay and oat green feed hay, alfalfa
hay and oat straw, oat straw and turnips. To show the
effect on the growth of fleece, size and strength of lambs
and body development of bred ewes when forced to use
snow in place of the usual practice of allowing access to
water.

In this test common white faced range ewes, showing
a predominance of Merino blood were used. They were
three years old in the spring of 1919 and consequently
four years old at the time of lambing in the spring of 1920.
As they were handled exactly alike, under average farm
conditions, during the winter of 1918-19 and the summer
and fall of 1919, it will be evident that they were placed
on test in a very uniform condition—being alike in age,
breeding and having been hamdled under identical
conditions of feed and management.

The fifty ewes in this-test were purchased in March,
1919, so that lambing and shearing records for the year
would be available for comparison with similar records
the f”,”‘“”“&i spring after completing the 1919-20 winter
experiments. By feeding a little whole oats they were
“flushed” just before breeding in the. fall of 1919 to
insure their being in the proper condition at the time
of service.

N Then ten ewes were bred to an Oxford ram, ten to a
Suffolk, ten to a Leicester and twenty to a Hampshire.
A”})f these rams were pure-bred, of good type and in
their mature form. The ewes were so -placed in the
different lots that in each group one would be bred to an

?.\'foni, one to-a Suffolk, one to a Leicester and two to a
f:laml‘\‘m“ This was done for two reasons. In the
rst place, by using rams of four different well-known

breeds on the five ewes in one lot, any good or-bad
re_s"}** from the roughage fed to that lot could not be
attributed to the use of a ram belonging to one specia!

breed. ~Second, while carrying on this experiment to
determine the value of different feeds for wintering
pregnant cwes, it was felt that breeding work in “Grad-
ing-up” the grade flocks could be carried on as well

%)y placing the ewes in the different lots as mentioned.
t should e stated that each ewe was placed in its

i::?e(7t‘5\-' lot on the date bred so that the feeding
- started at the very beginning of the pregnancy
period. i g g preg

_ Each individual fleece was carefully weighed at the
time of shearing—the first week in June, 1919. After
completing the winter tests the individual fleeces were
again weighed the first week in June 1920. In this
way the exact gain or loss in weight of each fleece could
be Jetermined and definitely charged to the feed allowed
during pregnancy, as all were fed alike during the
balance of the year.

Each ewe was weighed on the date bred and then
every seven days throughout the winter, The last
weight during pregnancy was recorded on the 145th day—
—the day before they were expected to lamb. They
were again weighed eight hours after lambing. The
difference between the weights at time of breeding
and eight hours after lambing were used to determine
the gain or loss per ewe on the different feeds. Each
lamb was weighed as soon as dry so that the influence of
the different roughages on the birth weight could be
definitely recorded.

It is of interest to note that in the spring of 1919
only one of the fifty ewes failed to be in lamb, and that
but one pair of twins was dropped. In the spring of
1920, three failed to be in lamb, while twenty-three ewes
gave birth to twins. We cannot account for this re-
markable increase in number of twin lambs for the ewes
were three years old in the spring of 1919, and would
be called mature at that time. Furthermore in the
fall of 1918 they had been bred to good pure-bred Shrop-
shire, Suffolk and Oxford rams, and had been well
wintered on prairie hay and oat green feed hay—a
combination that gave four pairs of twins from four
ewes in the 1919-20 tests.

The ten different groups were provided with similar
winter accomodations. Each lot was 30 feet, wide and
300 feet long with the winter shelter placed at the rear
and the feed racks at the front of the lot to force
exercise.

Feeds were valued as follows: Alfalfa hay, $25 per
ton; timothy hay, $20 per ton; oat green feed hay, $12
per ton; oat straw, $4 per ton; turnips, $6.00 per ton;
whole oats, 75c. per bushel.

REesuLts WiTH ALFALFA HAYy.

Leaving out of account the question of cost, the lot
wintered on alfalfa hay would easily rank first. They
were in excellent condition at time of lambing, with
the after lambing weights showing a glight gain of .8
of a pound per ewe over weights at the time of breeding .
Their lambs came 100 per cent. strong and were the
heaviest in the test—averaging 9.94 lbs. at birth. These
ewes made an average gain in weight of fleece over the
1919 clip of 2.94 pounds per head, which was 1.32 pounds
above the next best shearing lot No. 7. During the
145-day period they consumed 605.88 pounds of hay
per head at a cost of $7.57. With the alfalfa hay valued
at $25 per ton or $5 above timothy and $9 above prairie
hay, the cost of feed was greater than in any other lot.

TimmoTHY HAY.

Results with timothy hay will be somewhat of a
surprise to many sheep men for this roughage has
generally been regarded to have a low feeding value,
especially for breeding ewes. In this case the ewes
came through to lambing a little thin in flesh, but quite
thrifty—the after lambing weights showing an average
loss of 12.6 pounds. They produced but one lamb
per ewe, but they came 100 per cent. strong and weighed
8.78 pounds. This group made an average gain in
fleece of 1.32 pounds which was surpassed only in lots 1,
7 and 8. Results with timothy were quite satisfactory
though it should be remembered that the hay used was
of very good quality and not over ripe or coarse.

Poor SHOWING ON OAT GREEN FEED HAY.

Oat green feed hay, fed alone, proved the most
unsatisfactory roughage of any on . trial. The ewes
wintered in fairly good condition showing an average
loss of but 8.75 pounds, but the lamb crop was very
disappointing. One ewe proved not to be in lamb
one aborted on April 1st and another on April 3rd.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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The cause of the abortion was not known, so no conclus-
jons ‘can be drawn until after the test has been repeated
another year. Another ewe carried her lamb the full
gestation period, but at birth it was too weak and flabby
to survive. The fifth ewe produced a large single lamb
that was very drowsy for the first four days, but im-
proved rapidly after that time. In all, four lambs
were aborted, or died shortly after birth and but one
was raised or 1624 per cent. The gain in fleece per
ewe for this lot was only .55 pounds. The feed cost
of $4.05 was comparatively low, but these results would
seem to indicate that it should not be fed alone but in
combination with some other roughage.

BrEp EWES CANNOT BE MAINTAINED ON OAT STRAW
ALONE,

An attempt was made to winter one lot on good
quality mature oat straw containing considerable
chaff.” Two ewes failed to settle at the first service
and together had lost 24 pounds by the time they were
re-bred, This foss is not shown in the accompanying
table, so that the original breeding weight of the group
appears to be much less than in the other lots. At the
time of the first service, (when they were actually’ put
on this feed) they averaged 111 pounds. As soon as
placed on.the oat straw all ewes lost flesh rapidly. At
the close of the fifth week they were so- thin and' weak
that it was evident that they could not be maintained
on this roughage, so whole oats were added. The.
quantity of grain was steadily increased until the ewes
began to gain in weight. Towards the latter part of the
period they were receiving a little over one pound of
whole oats per head per day. At lambing time they
were still rather thin. One ewe proved not to be in
lamb, another” produced twins that were too weak to
survive, while the other three gave birth to-good average
single lambs. This lot showed the lowest average gain
in weight of fleece with but .025 pounds per head to
their credit. From the standpoint of condition of ewes,
strength of lambs and growth of fleece, oat straw is not
a satisfactory single roughage for .bred ewes. If used
it should be in combination with other more suitable
roughages.

PrRAIRIE HAY AND OAT GREEN FEED HAY.

Although prairie hay alone gave only fair results
and oat green feed proved very unsatisfactory, this lot
wintered on a mixture.of equal quantities of the two
roughages, ranked very high, especially when the
cost of feed is considered. The average loss in weight
was but 6.75 pounds, the ewes were in good condition,
the four that proved to be pregnant each gave birth to
twins averaging 7.96 pounds, and they came 100 per
cent. strong. The average gain in weight of fleece was
1.30 pounds. These ewes were wintered at a cost of
$4.28 per head. Keeping- in mind. the condition of
the ewes, number and strength of lambs, gain in weight
of fleece and cost of feed, the prairie hay and oat green
feed hay combination indeed proved satisfactory, and
furthermore these hays are available. on most prairie
farms.

SNow vs WATER.

Lots 7 and 8 were fed exactly alike with the exception
that the former was forced to use snow throughout the
winter while the latter had access to water. Each
received prairie hay and just enough whole oats (ap-
proximately .7 of a pound per head per day) to secure
the gain in weight during pregnancy that was desired.
As the table will show, after lambing weights gave a
very slight loss in each case, with a little advantage
for the lot receiving water. All ewes in each lot pro-
duced good lambs that came 100 per cent. strong. Those
from the ewes on water weighed at birth 9.74 pounds
and those from the snow lot 9.67. The ewes on snow
made a gain in weight of fleece of 1.62 pounds and those
in water 1.58 pounds. The feed cost was the same. All
results were so nearly identical that it would appear
that ewes may be wintered just as well on snow as b?(
following the usual=ggactice of providing water, though

;

Lot 1 Lot2 |Lot3|Lot4
How Fed —— —
QOat
green
Alfalfa |Timothy|Prairie| feed
hay hay hay hay
Number of ewes.. " 5° 5 5 4
Av. weight when bred ...| 116.40 | 116.20 (116.00{125.00
Av. wt. 8 hrs. after
lambing 117.20 | 103.60 | 94.00|116.25
gain or loss per ewe. 10.80 | —12.60 |-22.00| -8.75
Condition of ewes at very
time of lambing excellent fair thin | good
Number of lambs. .. 7 5 110.00| 16
Per cent. strong lambs 100.00 | 100.00 | 80.00| 16.66
#3A . birth wt. of lamb 9.94 8.78 7 01l 9.00
Av. wt. of fleece 1919 7.20 6.88 7.80| 8.40
Av. wt. of fleece 1920 10.14 8.20 8.70| 8.95
Av. gain in wt. of fleece 2.94 1.32 .90 .55
Feed consumed per ewe
during pregnancy—145| \
days: ‘ . e ) ‘
R()ngh;lg@ 605 .88 599 .28 (580.12(674.97
(Grain ‘ I
Turnips N ‘\ l . )
Feed cost per ewe | $7.57 | $4.64| $4.05]

$5.99 “

]Un{ ewe aborted (2 lambs); 1 two ewes aborted (4 lambs); * one ewe
does not include lambs aborted in lots 3, 4 and 9; *** two ewes failed to settle
Consequently the actual loss is not shown in this table.

by the time they were re-bred.

Lot5 |Lot6| Lot#”] Lot8 | Lot9 [Lot 10
Prairie
Oat hay P. hay, | P. hay,
straw and whole whole Qat Oat
and oat oats oats straw . | straw
whole | green and and and and
oats F. hay| snow water | turnips |alfalfa
4 4 5 5 5 5
**%102.25 |117.25 114.40 109.20 121.20 11630()
102.25 |110.50| 111.20 107.20 96.20 |107.20
0.00 | -6.75 3.20 2.00 25.00 | -8.80
thin | good |very good|very good|very thin| good
D 8 6 7 *8 8
60.00 (100.00| 100.00 100.00 87.50 (100.00
8.80 | 7.96] 9.67 9.74 7.84°| 8.50
7.10 6.85 6.80 6.72 6.68 8.00
7.125| 8.15 8.42 8.30 7.12 9.06
.025| 1.30 1.62 1.58 .44 1.06
‘ i
‘ .
593.80 |612.04| 482.91 479 .34 581.67 |612.51
146.02 | | 103.21 | 103.75
1 i 632.95
$4.41 | $4 z.:»a‘ $6.14 $6.12 $3.06 | $4.48

''''' “aborted (1 l;fx;{!');;ﬁ‘r;jé_rgge weight
at first service and had lost 24 lbs.




