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PROGRESS AND POVERTY

Whatever his old friends of the labor
party may think of Johm Burns in his
high-ealaried and more conservative abti-
tude as a member of the government, the
vigonous president of the local government
board is doing good work, and from his
position of eminence and influence is say-

_ing things that ought to be said, and ought
to be impressed upon the public mind.

Addressing the National Conference on
Irifantile Montality recently, Mr. Burns
made the appelling but doubtless true

s statement that 100,000 lives were sacrificed
_in some form or amother every year, not
~ to man’s inhumanity, but to neglect, care-
|Qessness, thoughtllessnes, and ignorance.
It was terrible to know, he said, that in
some distriots from thirty to eixty per
cent. of the children born died before the

' age of five yeans. -

In saying that it eeemed as if materidl
progress were hitting the child too hand,
the speaker expressod a fecling that is
steadily growing on the world, and is
lemduiﬁg to the adoption of compulsory
scdhool attemdance, factory acts, and other
measures by the enactment of which eo-
, ciety recognizes its duty towand its weak-
est members, Possibly, said Mr. Burns,
the mother, society, and industry were
mutually end jointly responsible for the
existing state of things; but, whatever
the cause the child was not to blame. Re-
ferning to intemperamce as one cause of

. existing conditions in HEngland, he eaid
that the national liquor bill had been de-
creaging rapidly in the last few years, amd
if ten years hence it was £50,000,000 less,
he ventured to predict that the infantile
montality in certain distmicts would be 70
per cent, less. This is '@ remarkable
statement coming from a man of the peo-
ple, who all his life long has been familinr
with the conditions of the working classes.

/ . One other point in his address is worthy
of mote. It related to mbtherhood, and
he emphasized the fact that it was to the
mothers Englichmen must look for the
improvement of the mace. For this rea-
_son he deplored the drinking habit among
women as one of the most serious sources
of tragedy that conironted society. But
_the employment of mothers in factories
was also a fruitful cause of edrly deaths
of dhildren, and this presented amnother
problem for solution. In eome places, it
doubled the death rate.

It is, of course, much more easy to
point out the evil than to apply the rem-
edy. In the large cities there is so much
of abject poventy that even for those who
are not idle and shiftless the mere keeping
of eoul and body together is. to many a
dreadful task. Mothers and children are
compelled to work when and how ‘t-h;eyi
can, to keep the family together. Then
the strain and the'@awful dulness of the
task of life suggest the tap-room, or the
glass of wirc or mug of beer, or a stronger
'st.i.mulm\lt, as a temporary velief,

When the rich cease to play at alleviat- |
ing the comdition of the very poor, and |
corporate greed gives way to a measonable
recognition of the rights of the toilers
without whom wealth cannot be produced,
and when the toilers themselves recognize
their duty as citizens of a frec common-
wealth, the comditiéns which Mr. Burm;i
- 80 clearly sets forth will be dhanged. The
change must be eocial, as well as political.

THE TAX EVADED

large estates in the United States ﬂ‘p-l
\ipear to be able to escape tlie inheritance
ltax with marked success. The May bul- |
!let,jnrof the Massachusetts Labor Bureau
| eubmits some instructive figures, on which
!the New York Evening Post makes these
' comments: — I .

“Only thirteen of the states and terri- |

ies are now without a tax of some sort
upon inhenitances. But at present these

‘well afford to forget all the difficulties he

the latter asks for such eid was quite in

salary of a truant officer; and extra print-

| taxea constitute meither a means for the
dispersal® of swollen fortunes, nor an item |
"of much importance in the public revenues. |
New York state, which collected $5,010,434 |
in 1905 from the estates of 5,431 decedents, !
stands far ahead of the rest. I
other state which receives so much as $1,- |
000,000 is Pcnnsylvania, with $1.677,185 fnrl
13,600 decedents. The whole amount col-|
#lected,” the country over, eeems to be
So, in

The only

ecmewhat more than $10,500,000.
i the collection of a tax which everybody
{'pelieves in, the year's actual ‘returps for
@irty-two states and territories would
enly keep New York city going for a
fgponth.” >

)

i THE DRY DOCK

The modest eulogy of ‘the patience and
persistence of the president of the Im-
perial Dry Dock Company which Ald.
LBullOck delivered at Wednesday's meeting
of the city council was timely and ap-
f propriate. Mr. Robertson has been Dboth
f patient and pensistent. Not months, but
years have been wvery largely devoted by
thim to the advancement of ¢his project, in
(ﬁhe face of discouragement, temporary de-

feat, and some degree of ridicule.

Poli-
tical oppoments occasionally referred to it jyoung ‘Thaw put himseli in jeopardy, of
- i ] 3

the written law; and Jightly to put aside
tihe dread sanctions of the written, is far
more perilous to society than to ignore

as a political dry dc:ck, and playfully ob-
gerved that Mr, Robertson had run several
elections it. Well-meaning citizens
from time to time assured him that he
would mever eucceed with the echeme.
To all of these Mr. Robertson gave polite
and even good-natured attention, but con-| Post, directs attention to what would
tinued his agitation. happen in England under similar circum-
Tt is mow announced that a construe-| stances. We quote:—
tion company is-ready to take up thel “If the killing had taken place in Eng-
work, and the - city ocouncil yesterday | jamd the execution of Thaw upon the scaf-
agreed very prompily to do what it eould | folq could already be said’to be a cer-
to forward the work. | tainty. There are faults in the jurispru-
Ald. Bullock eid he understood  that ‘ dence of Great Britain, but they pumish
four or five hundred men would be em-| crime over there, and the crime of munder
ployed and the work rushed to oomp]‘euioni is punished with more certainty than amy
within eighteen months. This would mean | gther.
the expenditure of a large amount o[‘ “The last murder in high life in Great
money in wages, and in the end this port | Britain was the celebrated case of Earl
would be equipped as it ehould be with a ! Ferrers. This ‘nobléman mot only pos-
modern dry dock. ;sesaed a title and fortune fully equal to
It is the largest single proposition that | (1t of Harry Thaw, but occupied a social
has ever been projected in St. John, and | ogition which brought hjm into close
if now an agreement is entered into and 'touch with the royal family. He shot and
the dock constructed Mr. Robertson cwn‘killgfd a servant in a fit of anger, and
when brought to bar for the crime de-
manded the ancient right of an English |
nobleman in the form of a trial before
the House of Lords ' and not before a
jury. .
i . ‘ f . “There was a lou
B G vols, desiel § S this demand, but there was no help for

ply ﬂhe @m § wulool a:t] m " ne |it. The old law had never been repealed, |
L e oy T doubie v i el d Earl Ferrers was tried before the |
sf)me T o llast W.k . . ern- ;)ouse of Lords, his judges all beidg men |
teely sempac ”Hl.)e S Ve WA O of his own rank, and many of them his
endorsed by the citizens. The case for the i fine

licaitd f the act was well set fwintt . W
o i ; , |" “The Lord Chancellor of Great Britain
s A}.d. P hw S ’ffha.t ﬂ»he»presided. The evidence was heard, the
council should grent financial -t » alprisoner was found guilty and sentenced |

xben thool board if | |

i |by the Lord Chancellor to death upon the
acaffold, and two weeks from that date he
was hanged.

“This system of trial has, we believe,
been abolished, but never gince that time

on
the unwritten law.” )
'Another emimently sane and well con-

ducted journal, the ILouisville Evening

has had to overcome.

. EDUCATION /

The éity council Wednesday afternoon,
outery because of

line with public opinion. The city must
dear itself from the reproach that it does
not deal fairly with all its children of

| so surely we

school age. !

In view of the decision to have com-
pulsory attendance here, certain etate-
ments made by Supt. A. H. MacKay, of |
Halifax, in veply to inquiries by Mr. W.
Frank Hatheway are both interesting and
reassuring. Supt. MacKay wrote as fol-
Jows regarding the result of making sc'lwol‘i
attendance compulsory ‘in Halifax:

1. The only additional expense was the

has a nobleman been tried in Great Brit-
ain for murder although several have|
served penal terms for monetary frauds. |
The principle is, however, firmly est;ab—l

mits the crime of murder, no matter howl
high his standing or how large his wealth,
must pay the extreme penalty for his
crime.”

A WORD OF WARNING

ing of forms. b i
2. The school attendance increased' 5 per “I believe there is the gravest need for
cent legislation which will provide a scientifie

3. No school houses were built on that
aoccount.
4. There were enough school buildings
to accommodate all the children of Hali-
fax; and so the increased atbendance only
filled fhe vacant eeats. =
5. One truant officer, a man.
6. The salary of the ¢ruant officer is
$800. ;
7. There is no truant school. [
Touching the matter of education, @ |
very interesting comparison is made of |
the cost per head for sdhools and the per-
centage of illiberacy in New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Ontamio, as shown by the |
last census. It shows that the cost per |
head for schools is only $1.90 in New
Brunswick, compared with $2.14 in Nova
Scotia and $2.32 in Ontario. On the other _
hand the percentage of illiberates in New citizens, and perhaps it is _sma.]l .wo'nder
Brunswick is 26.41, compared with 24.03 in | that they ave slow 'f“ Tecogrize BEo de-
. i v 1813 in Omtario, | focte in Wbe conditions sutrounihee W,
There is food for reflection in this com- : At Jea.st.. it is a fact that in the history
parison. Happily New Brunswick is now of Amenican finance unl'em sm‘mreld o, :u':-
taking measures to reduce the per tion by some great and meedmfe necessi -
of @literacy. ty, there has rarely been a time when
bankers have given™ effedtive consideration

THE DRILL HALL to questions of banking or cutrrency.”
(The Evenig Times) _ After citing instances t© prove the state-

ment that in financial legislation the Am-
The question of a site for the proposed |erican people had been opportunists, wait-
drll hall is again receiving attefition, this|ing for a panic and then legislating with
time from the members of the city coun- | more haste than wisdom, Mr. Vandenlip
‘'he matber has heen discussed many | admits that “it is an easy and natural
times, and no progress was made because | thing for a banker in these days of pros-
come favored the aite on Barrack Square,!perity to adopt the principle of let well
at the extreme south end of the ocity, as |enough alone, and he quotes some argu-
far as poesible from the homes of a great | ments presented by those who contend
many of those who might desire to join that there is mo currency problem. But
the mulitia. ‘I'here was also difficulty in having done this he proceeds to prove
eeouring a site up town. The mayor now that there is quch a problem, and to make
suggests that the waterworks property at the assertion quoted at the beginning of
the corner of Leinster and Carmarthen | this art.'mle.. 'Tfh“’: : ’
streets might meet the requirements - of A ]‘b‘mu‘m" counting the pulse-beat
the case, and a committée has ‘yhcen il and taking nhe‘ tfmmhnre of ‘a paticnt
pointed to look into the matter in con. | T2Y foretell with certainty an impending

nection with the proposal to centralise :nsm m'ttlm p}?u;‘:;s p:;_\‘elml i ,A
the water and street and other depart- e 3 and a corresponding

shenti st City Hall quickening of the pulse-beat means that

o ; s | the patient is in damger and that the cause

t would be a great relief to tne public| ¢ that danger must be removed, or sooner
. . . o ’ i
if a eatisfactory site for the dnill haﬂl:m, later werious mesults may ensue. Let
°';’“']d be seourdT and the structure erect-| me: tell you that alternating periods of 100
s F“" yols there have been periodic | per cent. and 2 per cont. momey in Wall
agitations in favor of this needed work,

97 street are just as certain indicatioms of a
witlf the result that the money has been | deranged financial system as is the register

voted and the way cleared for the erection 'of 103 in a clinical thermometer a sure in-

sysjem of bank mote currency.” !
These are the words of Mr. Frank A.
Vanderlip, vice-president of the Natisanl
City Bank of New York, spoken yesterday
at the New York State Bankers’ Conven-
tdon. -
{ This is not the first time Mr. Vanderlip
| has made striking etatements relative to
fivancial conditions, His opening remarks
| yestenday were characteristic: .
“A comfortable man is apt to be an op-
timist. A proeperous man is naturally
averse to changes. Such £ man is likely to
be well eatisfied with conditions as they
exist. He looks with slkepticism upon
suggestions that would tend to bring into
the situatish mew factors or new condi-
tions. Bankers as a mule are regarded as
the type of comfortable and prosperous

may | dication of phywical disorder. Serious re-

of the building on whatever site
finally be selected. There will be somey sults may not immediately follow in either
objection to the site now proposed, on the | case, but if the evidences of derangement
ground that it ds not central, but it ia[repeazmd'ly recur, it is only a question of
much more so than the Barrack Square.|time when, in both instances, unfortunate
{results will follow.

“The physician who finds the pulse-beat

SYMPATHY RUN MAD | : : o
The New York Evening Post is not tﬂO!\ “‘0_ S 'd”m e .““1’9‘:‘9“”'1]}' 30*}”“9 t;““
- | diffienkty in the wrist of the patient for
severe in denouncing the misdivected sym- | the reason that it is there he finds the
evidence that eomething ds wrong;

pathy which makes the work of prosecu- nor

tion so difficult in & case like that of | would there be more logic in saying that
because we have seen periods of 100 per
cent, mon€y in Wall street, the seat of
the difficulty must be in ‘Wall street and

the remedy should be applied there.c The

Lnaw, who murdered Stanford White.
The Post says:—

“If the defence of ‘emotionul imsanity’ ie|
eet up, it will amount practically to that.

lished in’ Gerat Britain that whoever com-l

trouble is not with Wall street; it ie
fundamental and is inherently related to

our unscientific currency laws.

Sober alienists do not recognize the kind
of insanity which suffices to acquit a mur-

‘1 derer, but which does not compel his shut-
| for
of stringency
for funds with
whigh to move the «rops, other periods of

gonged

“Pini e
. . s eriotls of excessively high rates
ting up in an asylum. To urge emotional mehblt

A 3 A s : i money, recurring seasons
insanity is eimply a legal shift to furmish it i o :
. L ~ | foHowing each demand
| the jury an excuse for giving way to its

own emotions and finding a verdict of not

J bank vaults
guilty.

| B i super-abundance, of
This is to try the case, not by the : ) : I
| e ! and interest rates falling to a point where

! Jaw, but by sympathy. And it is already ! b s
i 4 - = the return on a loan is hardly worth the

getting to be a serious question uf the| . 5 : ] :

L T expenge of making it—all those things are

syny” V healdes bel XC O3~ s o] . o . - .
I PRy Lx i . ,4 e ng S sigriificant signs of our imperfect financial
| sive and pften maudlin, is not misplaced. |
| He m)mot be made to appear peputabl ‘
|

system. They point, T believe, with abso-

‘ dwelling on the "i.f"‘“ of ]“5_"“‘“"‘-‘ T"‘]“' | The fundamental causes which lead at dne
i ing even the grandiloquent view of his evi- | time to manifestations of high. rates, at
dently premeditated munder—that he was|another to abnormally low rates,that bring
dpiven to it by wrongs which the law could | periods of stringency followed almost in a
| not right—it remains true that he is bound | day by periods in which funds accumulate
{ Yo face the legal comsequences of his 6wn | niore rapidly than they can be wisely em-
tact, If Stanford White exposed himself ! ployed—the fundamental causes of such
| to the penalties of ‘the unwritten la“','l are dangerous  to
prospenity. Just as surely

changes permanent

{

< 1’3"1111&3 certainty toward organic weakness. |

perature
come

and = pulse-beats may be-
physical ‘danger signals that the
wise man should promptly recognize, jmst
are reeciving periodical
wamnings in the ;abnormal register of the
pulee of Wall street money rates and in the
alternating pericds that may be obeerved
at all the money cenbers of currency strin-
gency and currency redundancy.

“If we eit emugly by and say that we
are eatistfied with the measure of prosper-
ity which we are having, and that we
think we will go on very well with things
as they are, then sooner or later we will
come to another period that is not satis-
faatory. We will come to another period
such as has preceded the enactment of
most of the important existing financial
legislation. Then we are likely, in great
haste .and with little consideration, to en-
act legislation which might better be un-
dertaken before the mecessity for it be-
comes painfully evident.”

Mr. Vanderlip contends that the initia-
tive in reform should be taken by the
New York State Bankers’ Associetion,
who are mecognized finamcial leaders. He
offers mo plan, but pleads for a scientific
bank note currency. His address will un-
questionably direct attention in a forcible
way to the need of the reform for which
he pleads.

NOTE AND COMMENT '
The growing disaffection in the Russian
army is the Czar’s most pressing problem.

/ * * ®

!

The Canadian Northern Railway is
spending nearly $4,000,000 in new rolling
stock. This is suggestive of the growth
of railway traffic in the West. |

» -

A hint to the mamtime provinces comes
trom Cuba, in the following despatcen:
“Congress has approved a bill authonizing
the executive to spend up to $1,000,000 1o
encourage immigration.”

- * -

Mns. W. W.-Turnbull was greatly inter-
ested in many good causes in her lifetime,
and in her death they were not fomgotten.
Her bequests were generous, and will do
great good in the commumity wihose wel-

fare was ever in her thoughts.
* * »

There ig every evidence fthat the at-
tractioms at the coming exhibition in this
city will be superior to those at any form-
er St. John fair. And yet the aldermen
hesitate about painting the exhibition
buildings once in nine years.

£ S ® "

Hon, Mr. Tweedie, like Hon. Dr. Pugs-
ley, fails to agree with those who would
forthwith retire these two gentlemen from
the realm of politiss. It will mow be
necessary for the rumor-mongers to start
all over again.

. &

Up to an early hour yestenday repocts
had been received of only 28 deaths ana
9,780 lesser casualties as a result of tae
Fourth of July celebration in the United
States. There must be something wrong
with the reconding machine. They killed
more people last year.

* » @

The members™of the school board will
no doubt take occasion to visit the super-
vised playground this week, and convince
themselves that to grant the use of two
nooms on the fizst floor of the Centennial
building for kindergarten classes on wet
days would be-the proper thing to do.’

- * *

A Montrea]l paper notes the interestiag:
fact that Montreal clearings for six months
ending Saturday last totalled $732,489,873,
compared with $627,150,339 for the corres-
ponding period of last year. This is a very
notable increase, and is significant of fin-
ancial and commercial expansion in Can-
ada.

* * *

Senate reform is attracting some atten-
tion in the United States. Governor Cum-
mins, of Towa, has called for September 5,
at Des Moines, a convention of five dele-
gates from each state, to be chosen by the
governors, “for procuning such action ‘on
the part of the several states as will result
in the calling of a constitutional conven-
tion for the purpose of an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States pro-
viding for the election of United States

senators by a direct vote.”
e * =

“Ireland,” says a vecent eable, “is suf-
fering simultaneously from the evils of de-
population and congestion. The poor dis-
tricts, the counties 6f Galway and Mayo,
are overcrowded, and the Land act is no
remedy, as the landlords persist in reserv-
ing their richer lands for pasture. Mr.
Bryce practically admitted these facts in
appointing, on Thureday, a royal commis-
sion of inquiry, but, like Lord Rosebery,
he feels that, in yiew of" future conflicts,
the predominant pantner must be con-

vinced ‘by the fullest information.”
* * *

A Boston despatch recalls the fact that
it ds just thirty years since the telephone
was first exhibited to the public. It was
at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadel-
phia. The invention ‘had been perfected
in Boston by Alexander Graham Bell, and
sending it tb the Exhibition was an after-
thought. It was given an inconspicuous
place, but soon attragted great attention.
These thirty years have seen a marvellous
development and extension of telephone
gervice. Mankind, especially in cities,
would secem lost if there were a return to

former conditions.
>

On June 28th The Telegraph called at-
tention to the fact that unless action
i'\vm-e taken at once the compulsory school
| attendance act twould go over for this
‘:3'enr, and that.it.was the duty of the
:maym‘ to call the council together before
iJuly 1st to deal with the question. The
i mayor read The Telegraph, made inquiry,
i'and summoned a special meeting of the
‘lcmmcil. There was eome disposition to
| postpone action, but the press, the Globe
tcxropted, urged prompt action, and the

act, is now applied.
- -

1 feel that we ehall ultimately have to
consider the adoption of some such echeme
as that of a progressive tax on all for-
tunes beyond a certain amount, either
given in life or devised or bhequeathed upon
death to any individual—a tax so framed
as to put it out of the power of the owner
! of one of these enormous fortunes to hand

‘heie a man of real power and emotion

on more than a certain amount to any one
individual; the tax, of course, to be im-
posed by the national and not the stat
government. Such taxaton should,
course, be aimed merely at the inheri
or tranemission in their entirety of
fortunas swollen beyond all healthy li i
—President, Roosevelt.
- - -
A despatch from Holyoke (Mass.) tells
of the fining of a member of the Holyoke
Stonemason’s Union $20 for working 20
mimutes overtime. The workman’s of-
fense consisted in eccommodating his em-
ployer for onethird of an hour, for whhich
he received an thour's pay. [ The unidn
would permit mo such infraction of ite
cules.

. % »

Tondon as well as New York society is
being shaken up by the critics. A London
cablé of Saturday’'s date says:- “Am in-
tense sensation in the fashionable world
has been caused -by’ the Rev. Father
Vaughan’s bitter diatribes against
ways of smart society. Bernard Va
was overshadowed during the lifetime
his more famous brother, the cardinal, b

elaquence. His attacks -om the comspicu
iniquities and glaring folies of the

set have little that is new in them, except i

their sudden effectiveness, which is due,
perhaps, to his personality; perhaps to a
eense of weariness among the victims of
uncultivated ease and drresponsible wealth,
But their remarkable influence over Lon-
don society is undeniable.”

WE HAVE *FREE ALCOHOL"

Legislation Providing for its Use in
the Arts.

Government Has Looked After
the Interests of the Users of
Alcohol ip This Country and
Other Countries Have Adopted
Canadian System. i

(Toronto Globe).

“One Who is Informed”’ writes to the
Globe: Recently various articles have ap-
peared in the daily papers commenting
upon the material advantages soon to be
enjoyed by the United States in the use
of “tax free”’ alecohol in the arts, and urg-
ing the Canadian government to follow thé
lead of our American friends and give
Canadians the benefit of'the practical sug-
gestions contained in the recemt legislation
of congress in providing the privilege of
using denatured grain alcohol free from
revenue spirit tax.

Investigation reveals the fact that for
more than ten years Canada has had in
force legislation whereby, for use in the
arts, gram aleohol (dematured and known
as methylated epirits) can be had free from
revenue spirit tax at a price which bears
only a emall profit to the department (for
supervision) over the cost of the grain
apirit and the denaturents. So well has
this arrangement worked that the agents
of foreign countries, and particularly the
United States, have . visited Obttawa and
based their methods of denatafizing and
control of the privilege upon the manner
in which the Canadian government handle

‘and ccatrol their methylated or denaturiz-

ing department.

Some years ago the government allowed
denatured alcohol to be supplied by a con-
cern which was allowed to buy grain alco-
hol “in bond free,” mix it with ten per
cent, of wood aloohol, and sell.it to the
public until it was discovered that an em-
ormous amount of revenue was being lost
to the government throngh the abuse of
the mixing privilege, for the reason that
the grain alcohol was being taken secretly
and converted into +whiskey and high
wines instead of methylated spirits, as in-
tended.

After due consideration the government
decided to alter its policy and assume com-
plete control under its inland revenue de-
partment of the entire denatured business,
buying the grain alcohol and the denatur-
ents by tender and adding only to the cost
of eadh a profit to cover the expense of
supervision and inspection, and since then
the people of this country have been able
to get their alecohol for the arts of a umi-
form quality at the cheapest price obtain-
able, and in any quantity.

In providing for the industrial interests
manufacturers -who gave a bond to the
government that the methylated apirits
would not be purchased for zesale, but
would be destroyed in their own produc-
tioms, were granted a purer spirit at a
mucw lower price than the ordinary person
buying for use other than manufacturing
could buy. And soapmakers and perfum-
ers who use very large quantities could, by
having the methylated spirits etored in
bond and destroyed in their production
under the supervisiom of an officer (whose
time they paid for), secure a still lower |
price and purer epirit from the depzu't-“
ment. ; {

It will thus be seen how well the gov-
ernment has looked after the interests of
the users of aleohol in this country, and
ag imitation is the sincerest form of flat- |
tery, the adoption by foreign countries of
the plan adopted by us roves its worth.

Dry Farming.
(July Century.)

Estimates of the mmqunt.of land that
can be reclaimed by drmigation vary all the
way from 50,000,000 acres up to 125,000,000 |
acres, with the weight of authoritative |
opinion ‘decidedly = favoring the lower
figure. Yet if one per cent of the money
now being expended for irmgation works
were made available for the education of |
the people who ought to be interested in
dry farming, it is probable that 500,000, |
000 acves of land—perhaps more than that
—could be meclaimed from its present un-
productive amd comparatively worthless
gtate just as rapidly as settlers, whether
native born, or immigrants from foreign
countries, could be taken to it.

There is nothing inimical to irrigation
in the dry-farming movement. Kach has
a wide field before it. In many regioms it
is probable that a combination of irmiga-
tion and dry-farming methods will be
found desirable. By an economical use of
the water stored in reservoirs, in accord-
ance with dry-farming principles, and by
conserving the rains and enows that fall
in the soil as taught by the advocates of
dry farming, and drawing upon the irriga-
ting ditches only to supply the deficiency,
it is possible that irrigation reservoins may
be able to supply double or treble the
acreage they can serve by the present
wasteful methods,and that great stretches
of territory im which the rainfall is too
emall to allow the successful application
of dry-farming methods alone may be
covered with waving grain fields.

A man down in Hoult (Me.) bought a

heavy four-year-old colt in 1896 for $100. Af-
ter keeping it flor ten yeant at hard work all
the timae. the mén sold tl?e horse for $200.
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Col. Tucker's Adventure as Viewed
from Toronto

(Toronto Star).

From the far-off salmon pool of Spring-
hill (N: B.) comes the story of Colomel
Tucker’s hend-ohend fight with a mon-
ster of the deep. After a desperate strug-
gle lasting two hours the fish got away—
as the biggest fish always does—the oolonel
marched out with the honors of war, and
one of the most famous batitles that ever
took place in his majesty’s dominions-over
seas was ended.

Of course you kmow the colomel, that
sturdy old wamrior who sat for St. John
city in the house of commons for mamny
years, until hard luck end Dr. Damiel
wiped him out in the general election of
1904 (!) The colonel is what Mars may
only hope to be when he weaches seventy
—brisk, well set-up, eye not dimmed nor
natural force abated. Imstead of wither-
ing the colonel, age has made him rud-
dier than the cherry. One reason why the

sun mever sats on the British empire is

| that the colonel’'s face is just. that kind of

onimeon benediotion. It is elways parade
day with the colonel. In the presemce of
the fair sex his chest expands from four
to six inches. He is as proper a man and
as gallant as ever he was, though a bit
stiff in the joints. Should the time come
when his country needs Thim again, the
colonel will be fourd, if alive, doing his,
duty manfully at the ramparts.

The colonel is @ man of few wonds, and
those peremptory. No man ever heard
him epeak in the house, but the way he |
voted, straight Grit every time, was mome
than eloquence—it was gun-powder and
cannons to the opposition. Casual ob-
servens often mistook him for a Tory=so
crusted -was his mammer. In his younger
days the oolonel's sword was lifted for
the sovereign in Chima. For this trusty
weapon he had the greatest respect,bring- |
ing it each seesion to Ottawa, not for any |
sanguinary purpose, but to hang over his
bed at the Russell House. Om one occa-
gsion he was deeply offended when the
instrument of death was employed by an
irreverent newspaper man to despatch a
rat. When the colonel was in China he
taught the mandarins the lesson of mo
surrender, as long as there was a white
chip left. Also he destuoyed the bui-
gends on land and the pirates on sea,
and became, in some sont, amphibious, so
that he has never feared amy kind of
liquid since. When, therefore; the le-
viathan - of Springhill Pool found Colonel
Tucker at the other end of the line the
knew he had met his match.

The fish, too, deserves a pen-pitture
which space forbids. It was a sea bass
scaled like the dragon St. George slew.
Also it had eyes like the twin lamps of
a devil-wagon. But we pass quickly to a
duel which Homer alone should be allowed
to describe. Our metaphor, feeble though
it is, becomes mixed relating a contest in
wthich the mililtk'yry and the marine bear
equal parts.

At the finst cast the colomel seems to
have enfiladed the ememy. At all events
he felt a tremendous tug at the end of
the line, which convinced him that a
sixty-pounder had come into action. The
colonel did mot flnich from the hér en-
counter. He played the enemy this way
and that, using all the tactics laid down
in Colonel Denison’s Modern Cavalry and
the med books of the militia department.
Time and again he tried to get the fish
to the surface, but always in vain. The
tihing towed the boat up stream, and
down, and across, and back again, but
never once broke water. The colonel
stuck to the job, and his hero-fish, this
mute, inglorious, subaqueous Lord Charles
Beresford, stuck to the colonel, true Brit-
ons both. The strain was awful. When
an hour had passed, the colonel retired
temporarily, foiled but not beaten. At
this juncvure the colonel did not deem it
an exaggeration to remark that the fish
weighed a hundred pounds, and perhaps
over. )

Having drawn courage and refreshment
from some hidden source, the colonel came
back inside of five minutes, took the
rod from the guide’s hand, and addressed
himself once more to this grim task. An-
other hour dragged by, the sun went
down and the stars came out, and ever
the colonel jerked, and pulled, and mop-
ped his forehead, and muttered Chinese
imprecations on the blankety-blank whale
that didn't kmow when w quit. The

cobomel was game enough, but tired, ah, |

yes; whereas Lond Charles Beresford was

| feeling, if amything, a little fresher than

when he began.” Being younger than the
colonel, his constitution was more elastic.
Fearing defeat, if the termible combat was
prolonged, the colonel determined on a
desperate move. He stanted the fish up
stream while he bade his guide row in
the opposite direction. The stress lasted
only a minute, when the line gave way
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end Lord Charles Beresford made off
‘toward the Atlantic Ocedn with the troll
in his mouth. It had ended, as a battle
between two sucdh doughty champions
might be expedted to emd, in a draw.

Some hours later at the Queen’s Hotel
in Fredericton the colonel was persuaded
to go over the points of the campaign
for the benefit of a congenial company.
He remarked that it was the toughest
fight with a fish he had ever had in his
life, and he was mot surprised at his fail-
ure to laand it. He judged, he said, that
it weighed close to one hundred and fifty
pounds. Amnd if you don't believe me,
sir, why sink me—!

The colonel aspires to a senatorship
He has a night to get it. Canada can
never honor too much his distinguished
prowess in action and marration.

A Dissatisfied Subscriber

“I hereby offer my resignashun as w
subsecriber’ to yure papier, it being a pame
phlet of such small knonsewuenc as not
to beefit my family by takin’ it. What
you mneed in yure sheet is brains, and
eome one to russell up news and rite ed-
itordals on live tiopics. No menshun hag
been made in yure shete of me butchern’
a polen chima pig weighin’ 369 pounds or
the gapes in the chickens round here. You'
ignore that i bot a bran’ new bob sled,
and that I traded my blind mule, and say
nothin’ abour 1. Hi Simpkin's jersey
calf breakin’ his two frumt legs fallin’ in
a well, two dmportant chiverees have been
utterly ingored by yure shete & a 3 column
obitehuary otis rit by me on the death of
grandpa Henery was left out of yure eheta
to say nothin’ of the alfabetical poem be-
ginning “A is for And amd also for Ark”
rit by me darter. This is the reason yure
papier is so unpopular in town. If you
kant rite eddytorials & ain’t going to put
@o maws in yure shete we do'mt want sade
ghete, If you frint the obitchury in yure
next [ may sign again for youre shete.”—
Hudson Republican,

WhatHe Thought

A certain congressman from Virginig
hae long retained in his employ a colored
man by the name o Ezekiel. . One monni
the master left the house, leaving behin
him a letter he had forgotten. Some time
in the afternoon he remembered the com-
munication, and, as it was of some import-
ance, he hastened back home only to find
thet the letter was nowhere to be seen in
hig library. He had a distinet recollection
that the letter had been left on a table.
He summoned Ezekiel and asked if he
had seen the letter.

“Yessah, yo' lef” it on yo’ table.”

“Then where is it now?”

“I mailed it, sah.”

“Yiou mailed it! Why, Zeke, T had not
put the mame and address on the en-
velope!” 3

“Jes so, eah! T thought it was one of
dem. anonymous levters.”—The American
Spectator.

Paris vs. Evansville

“Uncle Joe” Cannon has a good story
of an Indiama man whose birthplacq
Evansville, will ever keep a loving meny
ory in his heart.

Some years ago, this faithful son of I
diana was enabled, by reason of an ix
heritance, to make a trip abmoad.- Upos
his return, the Evansville people wer¢
anxious to have his impressions of ““furriy
parts,” a wish with wihich the travelleg
obligingly complied.  ‘“Tell us all aboul
Panis,” some cne finally suggested.

“Paris,”’ observed the Evansville maw,
gravely, “is certainly a wonderful plac
gents—all’ things considered, a wonderft

place. But,” he added, thoughtfullyy
“Evansville for pleasure.”—Harper’¢ .
\\'e\ekl_\-.

St. John's Rebuke

(‘The working people of this country spenyg
too much money,’ says John D. Rockee
feller.)

“Unto the Common Peep,’” he said,
“I fain would be a friend,

But, ah, it fills me with disgust
To see the way they spend.-

“I cannot bear to look around
Upon the prospect drear

Where ‘some rash drayman tosses off
A nickle for his beer.

1 hate to stand in corner stores
And see the tiny tot

Invest in needless chewing gum
Per penny-in-the-slot.

“On soda water founts I gaze
Until my wig-turns gray—
Oh, what a sirupy debauch g
On money thrown away! 1

“And when on Saturday at eve |
The retail tradesman gaunt

Leads forth his wife and family
To some cheap restaurant.

“Ah, how it anguishes my seul
To watch them as they dine
Upon the dollar and a half
That, }'ightly, should be mine!”
WALLACE IRWIN.

! Manhood
Not such alone as bravely may withstan
The shock of battle or with strenuous. ha

| Open the paths of progress every way.

We give too much to brawn and body; they
Are but the brute which evil may command
No less than good, and so subvert the land

They should support, the State in ruin lay.

Not such. alone, but men whose souls arg
strong i
To hate all evil, and, whate'er betide,
To put all interest of self aside,
To shrink from publig as from private wrong
From fortune reared on trickery and lieg

C.H, R. Crocker. th Farmingtes, N. S.
& Merritt, 58 Chariotte St,, St.Johns, N B.

Deemimg too dear the goods hishonor buys.
—William Aspeuwall Bradley in the Century.
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