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THE UNITED STATES TARIFF.
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House red by Chalrman Payne,
the Dingley tariff,

pursuing the course of downward revision, but

reductions in

making few radical changes

Then came senate  bill, bearing the name of
Aldrich, which was generally more nearly prohibitive
than the Dingley bill, This measure was substantially

an upward re
At this point President Taft intervened and used his

vision.

influence-to modify the Aldrich bill by reducing its
schedule of duties on raw material.

Meanwhile the Senate and House were taking ‘the
regular course provided for a case of conflict of opinion.

Each chamber appointed representatives to a conference
and this joint committee proceeded to frame a comprom-
ise measure. The President constituted himself an in
formal member of the conference by holding daily in
terviews with his friends in'both delegations and per-
sistently pressing upon the Republican legislators the
binding obligation of the tariff platform. While the
conference biil is mainly the Senate bill it contains some
striking modifications on which Mr aft had set his mind, |
and whica will go some way ave the of the
framess of the tariff platform. modifications in-|
clude reduction of the tariff on rough lumber fram $2.00
to $1.25, free hides, and mitigation of the iron,
steel and coal duties. Concerning these, President Taft
can say with Polonius * but mine own.”
This

to face”

These

some

A poor thing,

downward revision
the retaliatory clauses
conference,

has been headed off.
in the Senate bill, retained by the
all the

rom

Moreover |
are not satisfactory to
Some of them anticij trouble f Canada
matter of pulp and pulpwood, holding that Canada con
trols the situation in respect to paper material, and that
by prohibiting export, the could smash the
whole paper industry of the United States

While congressmen object to the compromise bill as |
too high,

congressmen,

in

Dominion

seeing that it is much higher than their own

the Senate may object to it as too low. But as the
President’s modifications of the Senate bill were few
compared with the Senate's changes in the House bill,
it may be expected that the Senate will accept the
measure as representing a great triumph for their
chamber.

MR. ALEXANDER GIBSON.

If any New Brunswicker were asked who is the most
notable of the captains of industry in this province, or
fin Eastern Canada, name of Mr. Alexander Gibson |
'would at once be mentioued in reply. There are many |
ways in which he is an industrial leader. For a good
many years he worked with his hands, advancing from |
the ranks by industry enterprise and sagacity to the
position of a commander, Mr. Gibson's various leading
enterprises were industrial He has always been a pro-

the

fducer, and-a large employer of labor. Mr. Gibson
lived among his men, taking direct supervision of their|
Pwork, having personal interest in their welfare, and |

F exercising an authority the community
fthe form of a benevolent despotism
fin prosecuting an industry which he thoroughly under-
i8tood, he took the responsibility of establishing others
'whosc acquaintance he had to make, involving greater
risk, but giving the certainty of employment for the peo-
ple about him, and of adding to the industrial activities
fof the neighborhood. If Mr. Gibson bas been & com-
jmander and an ultimate authority, he is by taste and
mode of life, a democrat. He has lived the simple life,
ring nothing for display, and finding no temptation to-
fward a life of luxury. Mr, Gibson has, in his long life
iof four score and ten years, attempted much and ac-
pomplished great things for one whose activities were
onfined to a comparatively small province. If at his
present time of life he is content to rest, he has earned
honorable retirement, but he has also earned the right
0 go on working as long as he is able, which is a privil-
ge denled to many men several decades younger.

over which took

If he prosperéd

MR. CARVELL AND THE SUN.

If Mr. Carvell, M. P. can crush out the Sun and
Ml the independence it may represent, there will be noth-
g but a pancake of pulp in the place now oceupied by
Pelirsou’s papers.  Note the ferocity nf language
by Mr. Carvell’s organ, editorially printed under
mvn vame as pregident of thy ®entinel Company —
“When bpought to task tor their traitorous - canduner
during the late by-election in St. John, The Sun attempts
D Justify its course by printing a long sermon on
‘Party Loyalty’ in which they claim they are still
o the party, but intimate there are a couple of
tlemen in 8t. John who are not acting in the best
" of the Liberal party. “The Liberal party of
Brunswick, which has Hberally patronized the Sun
the Liberal party of Canada which has liberally
its owner for everything he ever did for 1t, don’t
re whether the St, John gentlemen have agreed to
the Sun as much for their junk heap as they de-
| or not, but we only know that when an election
than usual importance to :h party was op, the

= | money

slightly-reformed Senate bill hag passed the|
i House by a majority indicating a narrow escape. Thel
Republican opposition in this chamber claims that the

the |

“thing In its power to elect a Tory, and any person or
“paper that will do as the Sun has done is not worthy
“‘of Liberal support, and we should judge by its published
reports, the Liberals of Carleton county are alive to the
“enormity of its offence. May the Liberals of every
‘county of the province do likewige.”
It was,remarked the other day by this journal,
which is watching this civil war with pained interest,
that it is a rare thing for a politician or a journal to call
upon friends to withdraw patronage from any journal.
But the article quoted above is the second appeal to the
Carleton” Liberals to drop the Sun and this time the ap-
peal is made to every other county in the province, By
way of further adv: ertlsing disparagement, the Sun and its
equipment are desc rlbevl as a “junk heap,” though as a
matter of fact it is a very good plant.
We have the further statement that the Liberal party
a Ottawa “has liberally (this word is italicised in the
Sentinel) paid its (the Sun’s) owner for everything he
‘ever did for it.” This seems to be an allusion to the
purchase of railway land at Halifax, whereby Mr.
Pearson and his partner made $28,000 on a $45,000 tran-
saction. But unfortunately this payment was not made
by the Liberal party from its own funds. The rake-off
came from the treasury, and was contributed by both par-
ties. It would therefore be better to say that the
Liberals caused the country to pay liberally for every-
thing that the owner of the Sun did for the Liberal party.

THE LORDS AND THE LLOYD-GEORGE BILL.

The House of Lords is confronted with a position of
grave difficulty in dealing with the Lloyd-George bud-
get.  There seems to be little doubt that the measure
may be amended by the Lords to the extent of accepting
|some portions and rejecting others. The well-known
;priut’iplv that the Lords may reject but cannot amend a
bill, save this measure from partial
|rejection, tor the bill is obv fously plural. It deals with
:sllbjw'ls remote from each other, some of them not bud-
get questions at all. A ruling from the chair, or a de-
of the chamber itself that the features of the
measure which do not belong to the budget proper, may
|be taken up separately, will meet the rule. It goes
|without saying that the Government or the Commons
jcannot take away from the Lords the general power
to amend by attaching to a necessary money bill some
|measure having nothing to do with revenue or expendi-
ture. Mr. Gladstone carried that device to the limit forty
years ago, but this was always thought a little too smart
“ln stand frequent repetition.

| But after the Lords shall have
{ernment bill into proper units there
{question what to do with the items.

does not

5
cision

separated the Gov-
will still be the
Every part of this
aggregation of measures has elements of popularity. The
Government is apparently doomed to defeat on an appeal
to the people with no new issue outside its own record.
| The majority in the Lords would prefer that
the election should go thus on general principles, If
‘Hu\ throw out any part of the budget bill on which
an appeal can be made with any prospect of success, a
allmulu!mn will come at once. Then the Government
|will try to make the people forget everything else than
the subject of the disagreement and the necessity of
restraining the Lords. The appeal would be to the mas
|ses against the classes, the wage earner against the ¢ cap-
italist, to the tenant against the landowner, to the man of
'~mall earnings against the men of large income. The
‘uulds naturally wish to avoid such an issue, and would in
{ordinary circumstances allow the bill or bills to pass,
awaiting a day when the Government would meet defeat
{on the general issues, or absence of issue, which usually
»lmppum at each dissolution.

‘ But this is not an ordinary measure.
ir-xprusx

House of

Lord Rosebery
| s the opinlon of a class largely represented in
ilh\* Lords when he says that the
tion. Now revolutions are not easily unmade.
{measure shall pass the Lords, become law, and go into
‘nplx ation, it will be difficult to restore the old order of
| things. Even the Lords will find the work of repeal the
mmu difficult because they will themselves have expres-
i" d approval of the whole scheme by assenting to it at the
present stage

budget means revolu-
If this

; So while lm peers may wish to avoid the issue and

’mu\\ the Government to go to defeat on general princi- |
‘pleq it does seem easy to keep clear of the entangle-

‘mum This Chancellor of the Exchequer has got the
|Lords in a position where they must be responsible either

for the defeat or the enactment of the measure, and it

|is not an easy position. One the whole it would ap-
|pear that if the Lords wish to kill the measure and
llnnk it ougut to be killed, the only dignified course for
|them to take is to proceed with the slaughter,

A MICMAC TERCENTENARY.,

‘ In these days of tercentenaries,
!nm families of the
year on the

it is fitting that the
land should have their share. Next
24th of June, the Micmacs of Eastern Canada
‘\\111 hold a festival in remembrance of the day when
{the first Indians in Acadia were baptized into the
| Christian faith. This event took place at Annapolis in
1610, The priest who administered the sacrament was
1) ather Fleche, and the most notable of the converts then
|received into the church was Chief Membertou,
| It is pointed out by the Micmac Messenger, that the
;u-rwnmry will be held at Restigouche instead of Annap-
ulla because the Indians own no land im Annapolis and
{have few people there, whereas there are 510 in or near
Et(wnznuuu w heu the celebration will take place. More-
tu\u the luputlun Fathers have had for fifteen years
an establishment at Restigouche, and this fraternity had
whun,,u of the Indian missions in Port Royal for a part
of the seventeenth century. It had at Annapolis,
the first college or seminary in New France, and in 1634
twelve fathers were stationel at that post engaged in
teaching aud in missionary work.

MR. FIELDING VERSUS MR. PUGSLEY.

A correspondent of The Standard compares Mr.
Pugsley's Vancouver predictions of a number of first-
class Canadian ships of war and of dry docks capable of
accommodating the largest battleships with the follow-
mg remarks of Mr, Fielding a few months RO —

“There are demands from honorable gentlemen of
‘both sides and from all over the country for many pub-
“licworks * * * RBut we wish to point out to those
“loterested that they must submit to the sacrifice, if a
“sacrifice it be, for a short time, and consent to a severe
“cut In expenditures * * * We must say to the
“promoters of all the enterprises, no matter how worthy
‘they may be, that they must be content to let them
“#tand for the present.” <

While Mr. Fielding is away borrowing money, the
Minister of Public Works has broken loose.

e A

For some two years Nova Scotia has had two Sen-
ate vacancies. Senators from other provinces die and
are replaced, but the Nova Scotia appointments lie over
from year to year. In 1900 Mr. Fielding carried every
$eat in the province, and during the next four years the
only man who could qualify in the usual way was Mr,
HIlIl who was defeated In a by-election. He was needed
for the general election. But at the time there were
five others, and instead of a shortage of candidates, there
was & shortage of vacancles. Mr., Roche, Mr. Carney,
Mr. Copp, Mr, Johnston and Mr. Ralston are qualified
by disaster aud all but the last mentioned by experfence
In Parliament. . But now the trouble is to choose from
lamong them,

“Sun was knifing the party in the back and doing every-

’ hdl’nomn puts the POINT pi
“If & man can write a better
» Preach a better sermon or
make a better mouse-trap than
Ris neighhor, though he buill
housa in the woods, the
¥orld will make a beaten track
to his door.”
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EXPOSURE
OF SMALL
POLITICS

(Toronto News.)
A few days ago The News publish-
ed particulars of a mean little piece
of political patronage in connection |
with the administration of the Can-
adian fishery protection vessels. The
position of tutor to the cadets on
board the Canada having fallen va- | ¢
cant, the Halifax Patronage Commit- |
tee refused the appointment to a cer-
tain young man because his father, a
clergyman, had taken the unwarrant-
able step of helping to force both
political parties to conduct a clean
campaign in the recent general elec-
tion. It is gratifying to observe that
a number of newspapers have visited
the behavior of the Marine and Fish-
ery Department in turning over an
appointment of this character to the
local patronage committee with the
condemnation which it deserves. The
Ottawa Free Press, for example, de-
mands an Investigation of the ecir-
cunstances and, should the state-
ments made by The News be authen-
ticated, the taking of steps to put a
stop to such derelictions of duty, It
is to be hoped that such an utterance
from a strongly Liberal paper will be
heeded. The Montreal Star founds on
the incident a criticism of the pro-

|
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a piece of waste, a glaring instance of
bad management allke as regards
ship and dockyard.
Awakening the Public.
News recited the foregoing
faots, Little attention was paid to
them. It is not necessary to make
the point that its publication of these
| facts occurred prior to the election;
)n is to be noted that newspapers by
no means friendly to the government
| did net think it worth while to draw
attention to a plece of political pat-
ronage which showed the utmost con-
tempt alike for the efficiency of the
| protective service and for the prinel-
| ples of the discharge of public busi-
ness, The News the other day pub-
lished an account of a piece of mis-
management which is hardly as seri-
ous as the foregoing; and immediate-
ly it attracts public attention, and a
Liberal newspaper demands investi-
{gation and reform. What {8 the rea-
|son for the improvement in the pub-
lic conscience? Simply this— that
‘anada has suddenly awakened to the
importance of naval protection, and
that Canadian newspapers and Cana-
dian electors are disposed to take serl-
| ously even the few little vessels that
now fly the Canadian enslgn.

A Point of Honor.

Suppose that Canada had a few
warships, ships that could compare in
point of size and speed and power
with those of the navies of the great
powers, would not her newspapers
and’ voters be exceedingly critical of
any mismanagement such as these
two instances recounted? Apart from
such gross malpractices, the public
would be severe on any general in-
efficiency which it could detect. Sup-
pose a Canadian cruiser were to
cruise or lie alongside a British or an
American vessel of the same type,
and that the Canadian was noticeably
ill.kept and inefficient as compared
with the other vessel, and was the

The

posal which the News favors of es
tablishing a real Canadian navy
addition to the reinforcing of the|
North Sea fleet by an additional
Dreadnought. If that is the way our
present force is administered, the|
Star says, what would we expect in a|
larger Canadlan navy but corruption
and inefliclency on a larger scale?
The answer to this question of the
Star is to be found in the attention
which this recent incident has receiv-
ed, and in the attitude taken by Lib-
eral newspapers like The Free Press.
Shelburne’s Warship.
The News may be permitted to re-
print the history of another incident
in the management of these fisheries
protection vessels, equally proving
the utter lack of seriousness with
which the force is regarded. Sever-
al vessels are maintained on the At-
lantic Coast, such as the Dotterel, the |
Petrel and one or two more,
has been the custom to assign each
of these vessels to some small port/
on our Atlantic coast line; in it the
vessel winters, and in it she is re-
paired. One of these craft, for ex-
ample, has for it8 home port the lit-
tle town of Shelburne, in Mr. Field-
ing’s constituency. Shelburne is a
very small place; the census of 1901
gives it a population of less than
1,600, and it is reasonably certain
that it does not contain a sufficlent
number of skilled artisans and appli-
ances for the economical repairing or
the equipping of steaAmships. When
this custom sprang up the Halifax
dockyard was in the hands of the
Imperial authorities; this is no ex-
cuse for sending the vessels to small

sure that advantageous terms for the
refitting of the ships could have been
obtained from the authorities at the
Imperial dockyards.

Mr. Fielding's Letter.
Two or three years ago, however,
the Halifax dockyard was taken over
by the Department of Marine and
Fisheries, the very department which
had been sending these vessels to
little places like Shelburne. Surely
once would think that the department,
if only to keep its own dockyard from
falling to pleces with disusg, would
henceforward send ships to Halifax,
Perhaps it would have done so; but
intervention came from outside, Mr.
Fielding, the Finance Minister of Can-
ada, the “watchdog of the treasury,”
the man specially charged with see-
ing that the money of Canada is
economically administered, is also M.
P, for Queens and Shelburne, and the
Ottawa agent of the patronage com-
mittee of that contituency.
Mr. Fielding, presumably in his ea-
pacity as M. P. for Queens and Shel-
burne, wrate to the Department of
Marine and Fisheries and demanded
that no attempt be made to take the
fisheries cruiser away from Shel-
burne, and so the boat remains at-
tached to that village.

The Deductions.,

Mr. Fielding’s intervention meant
two things. . One, that the Halifax
dockyard, in any case starved for
work and suffering from disuse, was
further deprived of the work which
is needed to keep it efficient. The
other, that one of the vessels of the
“Canadian Navy" has been repalred
at unnecessary expense and in a man-

in | Spectators and the subject of

It long |7

places like Shelburne, for we may be |-

cause of mortification to Canadian
con-
temptuous comment in foreign news-
papers; we Incline to think that those
responsible would hear very quickly
and very sharply from the Canadian
| electors, In a word, increase the re-
sponsibilities of Canada and with
them will increase public insistence
upon a proper discharge of those ré
sponsibilities,

FUNERALS.

The funeral of the late Mr. J. E.
Stackhouse, who died on Friday, while
being conveyed to the hospital in the
ambulance was held at 3.30 Saturday
afternoon from his late residence on
Ludlow 8t, West End, to Cedar Hill
cemetery.

The funeral of Mrs. Margaret Lan-
talum who died last Friday, took place
terday from her late residence 104
Union street, to the old Catholic ceme-
Service was held in the cathe-
Rev. Fr. Meahan officiating.

ery
dral,
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Montreal,
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