Rev. L. M, STOLBERG.

of them being in Sweden. Several of our brethren there

are now in the ‘‘ Ricksdag,’” or what we here call the

Parliament.

The persecution of the Baptists in the Mother Country
. cauged them to look for a land in’ which they would be
able to worship God according to the teaching of their

Bibles, Their attention was drawn to the United States

of America, Then it came to pass that a few years after

the Baptists began to appear among the Scandinavians in
the Mother Country, they also began to appear on this
side of the Atlantic. Not only did the ministers emigrate,
but, in some instances, whole churches sought the new

land in the West. Here they d a work g

thelr unconverted countrymen, who were flocking to

American shores in great numbers., Soon churches were

establishied here, and the work prospered. The attention

of the American brethren was drawn to these men from
the North. Aid was given them to continue their work.

There are in the United States now probably about 30,000

Scandinavian Baptists, in their own churches, beside a

large number in English-speaking churchies. It is esti-

mated, for instance that in Minneapolis, Minn., there are
about 200 Swedish Baptists in American churches; The

Swedish Baptist church membership is about 650. Thus

fifty-two years after the baptism of the first brother they

number probably about 100,000 Baptists who are of

Scandinavian parentage.

It need hardly be said that a people that have so well
. uséd the opportunities in the home land and the United
States will do equally well here in our beloved Canada.
Looking at the little Scandinavian work done in Manitoba
within the last two years and a half, we will find that
there also these people accept the gospel readily, and are
quick to discern that the Baptist principles are the true
Biblical principles. Two years ago w%dud one small
churclr with fifteen members. Now we h\e two churches
with seventy members, and every prospect of soon having
a third Scandinavian Baptist church,

In 1893 a number of Baptists arrived in Winnipeg from
Sweden, One thing which they very much desired, but
did not find was a church home, There were Baptist
churches in Manitoba, two of these in Winnipeg, but
they were either English or German, and the Swedes
could not understand what was said in either of them.
The consequence was what could haye been expected.
They scattered, some even retuning to Sweden. A
number, however, remained, largely those whose means
had given out. During the winter of 1893~94 Bro. Martin
Berg, n zealous and spiritual young man, visited Winnipeg,
Being o Baptist he commenced to work and plan for a
and succeeded in organizing one om'May 1st,
i894. It pumbered thirteen members, This was the first
Seandinavian Baptist church in Cagada. Bro. Berg
resigned, and in the spring of 1895 the church called N.
f. Johnson, one of their own members, who had been
baptized in Sweden. His work was blessed to the increase
of the church. That fall he left for college. In July,
1805, the annuil meeting of the Baptists for. Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories was held. Bro. L. M.
Stolberg, District Missionary for Western Minnesota,
Haviug been wotified to attend, did so and spoke to the
Convention. He was invited to take charge of the Scan-
dinavien church at Winnipeg, and have a general
oversight of the Beandinavian work it Westerri Canada.
He entered upon the work Oct, &h 1895, On the 1st of
May, 1895, the church bered fifteen bers. On
the 8th of February, 18¢7, it hud fiftytwo members, and
the outlook is most promidnl A lot has been secured
at & cost of $1,000 in a most desirable locality for a chapel,
and the funds ase in sight with which to pay for the lot.

The only discaiiraging feature of the work at present is
that the appealisent out -lest summer to the Baptist

church

chusches of Camdda. for aid to build & chapel has, by -
Milltheclmrd:u b«nMMnuﬂym,<

-my exclusion, which was readily granted.

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
means are, therefore, lacking with which to build the
chapel, which is a necessity if the work is to continue to
prosper. Tu Feb. 1806, Bro..Stolberg received a letter
from a Seandinavian Baptist at Scandinavia, Manitoba,
who stated that he had not seen & Baptist minister for
séven years, and he thooght it was about time he saw
one, Brother Stolberg went up to see them, He found
five Baptists in the place, and had some very good
meetings. . Steps were taken to secure a student for the
summer months, and Bro, Johnson was secured, He
remained for the student term. Thirteen were baptized
dudng that time and a church organized- which, at present

ight bers. In the fall the servides of
Bro. G, Freemnu were secured as pastor, and he is now
on the field, About twelve have signified their intention
o be baptized and join the church as soon as there is
open water. Scandinavia is about 150 miles northwest of
Winnipeg. A most important work was contmenced by
Bro. Johnson while in Winnipeg, ot Norman and Rat

Portage. A husband and wife were baptized, who,

together with a lady from the Old Conntry, joined the
Scandinavian Baptist church at Winnipeg,

This work was continued by Bro, Stolberg, and hus
grown so that there are now twelve Scandinavian brethern
and sisters who are members at Winnipeg, The gold
boom, and the rapid growth of Rat Portage and the
surrounding towns and country, make this place a most
importaat field, for which a missionary should be secured
at once.

There are several other places where the Scandinavians
are very numerous, and where work ought to be done,
as, for instance, east and northeast of Wetasklwin, in the
Edmonton District, Alberta; where there are probably
between 1,500 and 2,000 Scandipavians, Among these
there are a few Baptists who are 'waiting and praying for
the Lord to send workers among them and the people, to
spread the light of the gospel,
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Conversion and Experiences of a Mission-
ary in Russia.
BY GHORGE BURGDROFYP,

-In my twentieth year a position as teacher and vestry
keeper was accepted, which place I only held about one
year owing to the fact of becoming acquainted during
this time with believers, severed from the Lutheran
Church, They were called * Hour Goers,” or “ Pray
Brethren.’ After hearing the preaching of God's Word
among them I was soon converted. Soon after my
conversion, a large number of Lutheran Church members
brought a complaint before their pastor, and asked for
Daring this
time an invitation was tendered me from a small Sepirat-
ist clmrch to take a vacancy as teacher, This was
accepted, * and™ thereby bodily provision was secured.
Here I labored for one year and a half, when suddenly
my attention was directed to a pious man, as well as to
Spurgeon’s papers on '‘Baptism of Belieyers.” After
searching the Scriptures, with earnest pmyer, light was
given me on this subject. I was baptized on the 16th of
August, 1871, by Andreas Hahnhardt. The following
day I was excluded from church, house, and village.
As my father-in-law was no friend of baptized beheVen.
he at once took my wife and only child away from me, with
the intention, as he said, to bring me back from my
erring way. But he was disappointed therein,

In January, 1872, 1 was ordained as a missionary,
Without any promise of compensation or salary I went,
with cane in hand, and Bible and hymn book in my fur
coat, preaching the gospel.

After my first public service I was arrested, and, after
being tried before different magistrates, was transported
to my birthplace, which was by them and others consid-
ered asa disgrace inflicted upon me. Many delightful
as well as sad instances of my experience could be
mentioned here, but it may suffice to give only a few.

First. 1 was thrown out of houses several times,

Second, My ear was boxed, the light blown out, my
beard badly torn out, so that my blood ran, and my face
spit upon, during u meeting, At the same time my
enemies tried to break my neck. My Bible and hymn
book were trampled into the snow.

Third. After baptizing six persons, and before I was
properly dressed; I was arrested and brought before a
judge, and was compelled to leave the place within an
hour, Here a great number of smoking pipes were used
to beat my head with. About fourteen days later I was
taken before a large crowd of old and young, stripped of

my clothing, and beaten with a Siberian rod o ‘that the.

blood ran on the beach, Then I was

prison;

Fourth, Was arrested more than ty times,
Another time nothing was given mie to eat f two days
anda half. The places of imprisonment in their .

eapacity, but all were miserable. One dtemoon,
after service, T had the privilege of being placed in a pig-
,whan upon my knees, I prayed Ood to forgive my
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During my whole career as missionary in Russia I re-
ceived no salary, except during the last six months
With the exception of those six months my wife samed
some money by sewing caps. For a whole year we had
no bed, table, or chairs, I took the position of mluz
a windmill, grinding grain, for three months, after
bdngnmuﬁ«dtmmhbhnmm
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Importance of Baptist Principles to Man-
itoba and the North West.

BY PROF, J. H, PARMER, TORONTO.

The writer is among the ever-increasing number of
those who believe that millions of people are yet to
find  their homes iﬂ our Canadian North-West,
and that the ‘ch and.  infi of those
million will largely determine the future character
and influence of our beloved Dominon, It be-
cories then a question of absorbing interest to every Bap-
tist and Christian how natioral life in the West i8 to
develop. Few in our country will doubt, few anywhere
will dare to deny, that the nations blessed with Chris- ]
tianity will develop a higher type of life, 'more enlight-
ened, truer, stronger than the nation not so blessed. Of
this fact, the map of the world is the over-whelming
proof. Take two world maps. Inthe one color the - dif-
ferent countries ac g to their religiously to
Christianity; in the other color according to their intellig-
ence, morality, wealth, and power; and you will find a
striking resemblance. And what is true of the world at
large, is true also of the countries of so-called Chiristen-
dom. Roman Catholic countries are darkest and poor-
est, and the countries rise in all the elements of a worthy
civilizations according to their wealth in evangelioalism,
()Idlu:egmt mn icll bodies, the Baptists are farth-
est removed  fro We are Congregational in
government, hn: no ﬁnctm of the weak superstitions
of sacramentarian t the individual conscience,
and champion soul-liberty, wdthhbeummhour
Master, even Christ, and all weare , and because
we believe that in Him as he is delineated in His inspired
wofd we have the way of salvation, the mould of truth,
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