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.
through that mood, into the genial good heart that sits
behind it, and the door always flies open when I come.
I know men whose mood is usually exceedingly pleas-
ant. There is a glow of health upon their faces. Their
words are musical to women and children. They are
cheerful and chipper and sunshiny, and not easily
moved to anger

; and yet I know them to be liars and
full of selfishness. Under their sweet mood, which
sound health and a not over-sensitive conscience and
the satisfactions of sense engender, they conceal hearts
that are as false and foul as any that illustrate the reign
of sin in human nature. Many a Christian has times of
feeling that God is in a special manner smiling upon
him, and communing with him, and filling him with the
peace and joy that only flow from heavenly fountains,
when the truth is that he is only in a good mood. He is
well, aU the machinery of his mind and body is playing
harmoniously, and, of course, he feels well, and that is
aU there is about it. He is not a better Christian than
he was when he slippeJ into the niood, and no better
than he will be when he slips out of it. If he really be
a good Christian, his moods operate like clouds and
blue sky. The sun shines all the time, and the cloudy
moods only hide it ;—they do not extinguish it.

There are many sad cases of insanity of a religious
character which originate in moods. A man, through
a period of health, has a bright and cheerful religious
experience. The world looks pleasant to him, the


