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; but a ropublio meant to him, as it ought to mean,

the reign of a law which embodies the public good and
from which all individual or clans egoism has been purged
away. 80 long as the State meant the obedience of the
citizens to a self-imposed law, the actual form waa com-
paraiively unimportant, and Kant was content in his

own day to be the subject of a monarch who thought of

himself as the ' first servant of the State '.

But the reign of law was not confined to the relations

of individuals within the State. States, too, were units—
in a sense persons—and over their relations with one
another there reigned the same law as bound the citizens

together within them. Here, too, the appeal was to

history, which showed that just as the reign of force was
gradually being superseded within States, so it was being

superseded by law between them. In this way there

dawned upon Kant, not as a mere poetic dream, but as

at once a consequence of his philosophy and a prom'so of

actual fact, the idea of a federation of States, a republic

of the world, consisting of members small and great,

owning allegiance to a common law as much in the interest

of the strong as of the weak. This is the idea he works
out in his essay On Perpetttal Peace, which was published
in 1795. It is in the form of a treaty, of which it lays

down the articles. Some of these have a special interest

at the present time. The first two enjoin that the States

shall themselves be free, and that the civil constitution

of each shall be republican. Only thus, Kant thought,
could not only the causes of discontent be removed, but
the seeds of international hatred be destroyed. Elant

saw in all forms of absolutism one of the most potent

causes of war. Other articles refer to standing armies,

in which he sees a continual menace to peace ; secret

reservations in treaties which are merely a means of


