
p^

42 rl'ccdom as Ethical Postulate.

as tix itv"' of character—itself the creation of

itb^vill—deuradatioi" of the will, a choicr, a})parently

Hiial and irrevocahle. of the lower and the evil.

This is the tragedy of the story in either case.

Is not tliis ao-ain the meaning;- of the weird

Faust le^-end which has so iin]))'essed die ima^'in-

ntion of E'U'o})e ? Faust's "celling his soul" to

Mephistopheles, and signing the contract with

his life's hlood. is no single transaction, done

deliheratfclv, on one occasion; rather that is the

lurid meaning of a life which consists of inininier-

ahle individual acts.—the life of evil im'<in^ that.

Aral, at the other extreme of the moral scale,

does not "holiness"' mean a great and iinal ex-

altation of will, its perfect and estai)lished union

with the higher and the good, *" tixity of char-

acter ' once more? These infinite possihilities of

evil and of goodness seem to be the implici'te of an

infinite moral ideal; they are the moral equiva-

lents of the heaven and hell of the religious

mind. What is Will itself hut just this power

or ])ossil)ilitv. infinite as our nature, for each

of us in the dii'ection either of goodness oi- of

evil .'' Between these extremes moves the ordi-

navv average life of the comfortahle citizen. The

strongest and deepest natures are the saints and

the simiers ; the weaker ;ind more su])erficial


