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4Mirs to w *», that, if you -would only be a» candU
and re»K«nable as 1 have formerly found you, thia

«nd mi;zht be very eaHJly gained. I do not insinu-

ate that any of you wish to be unreasonable. Bi I

you mcjtt have often observed, that persons en-

gaged in dispute, do not always approve their own
condurt, wthen calra reflection returns. Keennesw

of d( bate will, attii*fSj, nrvake even reasonable and
teligious men overlook points of importance whicli

should be considered with care. Allow me, there-

fore, to suu^gest to you a few remarks, winch per-

sons in your situation might usefully weigh ; and

let me entreat you to hear them with christian af-

fection. I can have no wish to displease any of

you : but truth is the foundal* " f »»eace ; and I

do wish to tell you the tru' 'ly vou u\ re-

ceive it, as the truth ought 1 ' el\*\ dl feel

Its influence, aftd agaia walk .' nit) \ peaca

cf the gospel.

- I do not say that dispntea si. ji.' j . ?r exist

tn the chur<^h. It is possible for even the peace

of the church to be too dearly purcha>?d. Of tliis

you are aware, however, that, among the friends

of religion, they are always unseemly. The con-

tention of christians is so utterly repugnant to a
religions profession, and so com| ' 'tely o[tposite to

the design of the gospel, that very few cause*

can authorize its introduction into the church. Be-
sides, upon the subject of pea^e, the iiijunctious

of Christ are so plain and explicit ; that he who
interrupts tl>e harmony of the church, onghl to be

well assured of the validity of his reasons. With
much fervent piayer and meditation, he should bring

the point of debate to the test of scripture ; and be-

fore he proceed, the trial should leave upon his

iiiind an impression, that his conduct will receive

the approbation of Christ. Be sure, brethren, that

you can contemplate vath confidence, an appearance

before hiui Tiho kIiuII judge the quick aud the dead^
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