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M(j I NEVER DID THINK IT.

nursed me, and carried nie for miles, and sa '-d

mother's life and mine? But it never entered niy

mind tliat you had fallen in love with each other."

"I do not know why it shouldn't, Wilfrid. Wh^
shouldn't I tliink as much of him as 3'ou do?"

"I do not know, I am sure, Mai-ion; but I confess I

never did think of it. Did you, mother?"
" Once or twice, Wilfrid. Ahout a year ago it did

cross my mind once or twice, l)ut that was all. They
say mothers are keen-sighted as far as their daughters

are concerned; but either I am less keen-sighted than

mothers in general, or Marion is deeper than other

girls."

" Well, mother, we shall have lots of time to talk

this over," Wilfrid said. " Dinner has been waiting

nearly an hour, and even this wondei-ful business can-

not have taken away all our appetites. Everything

is ready; shall I call them in?" Wilfrid had, liow-

ever, still a few minutes to wait, for the two men were

engawd in earnest conversation outside.

When they came in at last Mr. Renshaw kissed his

daughter fondly. " God bless you, my child!" he said.

" You have made a wise choice indeed, and I am sure

that you will be a very happy woman."

It was a quiet meal, for all were too linppy to talk

much. After it was over the two men strolled out

together and renewed their conversation, and Mr. Ren-

shaw presently called to his wife to join them. Marion

had gone to her room, and Wilfrid was about to start

to the other end of the farm when Mr. Atherton called

him.
" Come and join our consultation, Wilfrid. You are

as nmch concerned in it as any of us, and I rely upon

your assistance to bring round these two very obsti-


