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across the gap on our left, in prolongation of our lino.

Thoro appeared to bo throe battalions of them, for they

formed up in that number of columns at short intervals.

Shortly after this I was sent over to Box Hill with a

message from our colonel to the colonel of a volunteer

regiment stationed there, to know whether an ambulance

cart was obtainable, as it was reported this regiment was

well supplied with carriage, whereas we were without any

;

my mission, however, was futile. Crossing the vallej', I

found a scene of great confusion at the railway station.

Trains were still coming in with stores, ammunition, guns

and appliances of all sorts, which were being unloaded as

fast as possible ; but there were scarcely any means of

getting the things off. There were plenty of waggons of

all sorts, but hardly any horses to draw them, and the

whole place was blocked up ; while, to add to the confu-

sion, a regular exodus had taken place of the people from

the town, who had been warned that it was likely to be

the scene of fighting. Ladies and women of all sorts and

ages, and children, some with bundles, some empty-hand-

ed, were seeking places in the train, but there appeared

no one on the spot authorized to grant them, and these

poor creatures were pushing their way up and down,

vainly asking for information, and permission to get away.

In the crowd I observed our surgeon, who likewise was

in search of an ambulance of some sort ; his whole pro-

fessional apparatus, he said, consisted of a case of instru-

ments. Also in the crowd I stumbled upon Wood, Travers'

old coachman. He had been sent down by his mistress to

Guildford, because it was supposed our regiment had gone

there, riding the horse, and laden with a supply of things


