
t6 Letter, Rn>. Father Molphy.

blotte«1 out. Th«* Chris"ian writings of this period must naturally be very

limited in number and extent ; but such as tliey are tliey testify conclusively

that all the doctrines and practices which to-day <iiH«inguish the Catholic Clurch
from the Presbyterian and other sects, were believed by ihe Church ihen; and
what tlie universal Church believed in the reign cf Constan'ine the Great,

when the Council of Nice was held in 325, 'hat the Church must have held

one century bef're, two centuries before, and in the ytar 100, when ihe living

Apos'le was still teaching the doctrines which he had received from our

Saviour's own lips. It any innovation on the Gospel of Christ iiad been at-

tempted at this period it certainly would have met the sternest opposition and
must have been most resolutely reject' d by tlt(3se confessors of the Faitli, who
met at Nice, and whose m^ st glorious ornament?* were the wounds they bore

fvir having upheld the Gospel in its purity. Besides the Council of Nice ap-

pealed to the teachings ot the Aposths which had been presented in writing

as well as orally, for doctrines which th« Nic»'ne Fathers from all par s <if ttie

Christian Church set f.)rth, were the same as those taught by a St. Cyprian, a

St. Irenaeus, a St. Ignatius, a St, Polycarp, a St. Clement, &c., and also by
Teriullianand Origen, whih* those were Catholics, and members of the Church
of Christ.

These writers all set forth tlie dis'inctive doctrines of the Ca holic Church.

TertulUan, Origen, S's. Basil, Chry-ostom, Augustine, &c., all teach that

even whea a doctrine is not found in Scripture, it must be believed if it. be at-

tested by the tradition of the Church; and Origen instances infant baptism,

concerning which Scripture is not clear, but the voice of the Church is,

St- Irenaeus, Cyprian, Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin, Augustine, J« rome, all

main .lin that the essential unity of the Church consists in her teaching the

same doctrine everywhere and at all times, so that one error against faith ex-

cludes from tlie pale of salvation. Rev. Mr. Scobie's doctrine is the new in-

vention that the members of the Church of Christ are not bound to believe

all the doctrines which have been taught by Christ. His assertion that all are

not required to "think exactly alike on every point" can have no other mean-
ing in his context; and in fact the Westminster Confession teaches the same,

Ch, XXV., 4, 5. :
" Particular Churches are more or less pure according as she

doctrine of the Gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances adminis'rated, and
public worship performed n>ore or less purely in them. The purest Church< s

under heaven are subject both to mixture and error," &c. That the Church
cannot err, is taught by Origen, St. Ba^il, St. Augustine, St. Irenaedt, St,

Clement, St, Ambrose, &c,

Sts. Ignatius, Irenaeus, Cyprian, Chrypostom, Augustine, Basil, Epiphanius,
Leo, «kc., as well as TertulUan and Origen attest that the Rock on which Christ

built His Church is Peter. They all attest tliat Peter harJ lawful succe-sors,

and they all attest that Peter's successor is the Bishop of Rome. This is suf-

ficient to show that the early and pure Church of Christ agreed on this point

with the Catholic Church of to-day. In the seconJ part of my letter I will

show more fully that the Rev. Mr. Scobie states what is untrue when he pre-

tends that the authority of the Pope was unknown until the 5th century. I

might show that the other doctrines which Mr. Scobie attacks were also taught

by these same writers, but I must cut short my proofs, as I would require to

trespass too much on your kindness, Mr. Editor, if I were to cite all of these
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