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that the icfl fliould let their Tlioui^hts re-

main in Silence, to avoid being overborn v^ith

a Storm of Clatnour and Impertinence. Yet

fuch arc too often the political Writings of

the prcicnt Age : And all Sciences appear

as delpicablc, when they fuflcr lb unworthy

a Proftitution. A Miniilcr (whether from

Party-Prejudice I will not determine) feldom

fails of liiiFering by Abufe, or of being exalt-

ed with fmooth Panegyric ; from the Folly,

the Violence, or the bad Intentions of his

Cotemporaries.

Thesk arc the particular Circumflances

which have fligmatizcd the Science in gene-

ral, and cafl an Odium on the Writers with-

out Diftindion. Nor is the Afperfion ill

founded j the numerous I'reatifes, EfTays,

and voluminous Performances on this Head,

ferving rather to entangle than unravel the

Knots of political Refledions •. But the Evil

is not to be remedied ; and fuch is the boaft-

ed Liberty of the Englijh Prefs, that every

free-born Briton has a Pviglit of expofmg

himfelf with Impunity.

Here let me not be accufed of Arrogance

or Prefumption, nor endeavour to raife my
own Fame on the Pvuins of another's Repu-

tation.


