
14 ARCTIC DRIFT AND OCEAN CURRENTS.

Cliiuf-Engiuoor Melville, one of tlio Kurvivors of the Jeait-

veffe cx]U'(litloii, after iiiialv/ing all data obtainable from the

IT. S. Hvdrographic OtHce Ke])orts, with a careful Hcrutiny

and comparison of arrows, indicating the currents observed

by various navigators and distinguished geographers, and

being perscuially familiar with the Ar.-tic literature in gen-

eral, and the drift of the Jvdiniclfv up to her loss, has ex-

pressed h'-. carefully determined belief than the drift from

where they left the vessel would eventually have taken lier

safely out had she remained staunch and intact, proceeding

south-easterly past the southern end of Franz Josef Land,

thence moving at a ver}- rapid rate when the pack im])inged

upon that group of land, and continuing on in the current,

passing south of Spitzbergen, around Bear Island into At-

lantic waters.

Ho says before the Jen»)icffc sunk, they all ftdt sure their

vessel would continue to drift northwest during tlu; coming

year, they having then got out of tiiat r(;giou of Arctic dold-

rums, as far as drift is concerned, which whirls ice around

iu circles, in a locality just north of AVrangel island. The
Arctic seems to be a very shallow ocean, largely studded

with an island archipcjiago, and on the Pacific side many
indications ])oint to the ])ossible existence of a small Arctic

continent surrounding the physical pole. The greatest depth

encountered by the Jeauuetfv during her first year's drift was
not over sixty, and the least seventeen fathoms. The bottom
from which was taken many meteoric si)ecimens, was gener-

ally' uniform, averaging about thii'ty fathoms only. The
Jefniiicfic had already drifted UK^re than half way to the lon-

gitude of the river Yenisei, a \nn\\i on the northern coast of

Asia visited b}- steamers from Hammerfest in Norway, be-

longing to Alexander SSiberiakolf, an enterprising llussiau

merchant, who tvttdes there f(jr wheat and other local prod-

uct.^

Professor George Davidson, President of this Academy,
who, as Assistant in charge of the Bureau of the U. S. Coast
and Geodetic Survey in this city, and author of the Alaska
Coast Pilot published by the LI. S. Government, has devo-


