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That the district court hereby created may direct, if

it shall deem expedient, the establishment of separ-

ate offices at the settlements at Wrangel, Oonalashka,
and Juneau City, respectively, for the recording of
such instruments as may pertain to the several na-

tural divisions of said district most convenient to said

settlements, the limits of which shall, in the event of
such direction, be defined V)y said court; and said

offices shall be in charge ol the commissioners respec-

tively hereinafter provided.

Section 5. That there shall be appointed by the

President four commissioners in and for the said dis-

trict, who shall have the jurisdiction and powers of

commissioners of the United States circuit courts in

any part of said district, but who shall reside, one at

Sitka, one at Wrangel, one at Oonalashka, and one at

Juneau City. Such commissioners shall exercise all

the duties and powers, civil and criminal, now con-

ferred on justices of the peace under the general laws
of the state of Oregon, so far as the same may be
applicable in said district, and may not be in conflict

with this act, or the laws of the United States. They
shall also have jurisdiction, subject to the supervision

of the district judge, in all testamentary and probate

matters, and for this purpose their courts shall be
opened at stated terms and be courts of record, and
be provicied with a seal for the authentication of their

official acts. They shall also have power to grant

writs of habeas corpus for the purpose of inquiring

into the cause of restraint of liberty, which writs

shall be made returnable before the said district judge
for said district; and like proceedings shall be had
thereon as if the same had been granted by said judge
under the general laws of the United States in such
cases. Said commissioners shall also have the powers
of notaries public, and shall kf^pa recotdof all deeds
and other instruments of writing acknowledged before
them and relating to the title to or transfer of pro-

perty within said district, which record shall be sub-

ject to public inspection. Said commissioners shall

also keep a record of all fines and forfeitures re-

ceived y them, and shall pay over the same quar-

terly to the clerk of said district court. The governor


