
^.'overniuelit slu; was not allowed an a.lf-

<|uatc anioun'. i'or the cairvm^' on ol tli<-

same. Sho has hecMi .in<l slill is Iroatrd

un ail infant (half carod lor himI iiHglci'i-

ol at that;. Would it tlinn suij>nso ..1,1

mother I'ominioii il thi.> slaived child

shouM gome day walk fioni unucrlier nsa

ternal cuii* an<l like many another (•a>e

work out its own (h-stniy. 'lln- lan.L'iiaL'o

may ho deemed too stiou); but ht the
j)r*?sent state ofaflaiis routine a yrarov
two lonjier, lot the shoe ])inch a little

harder and the people who are now just

beginning to feel the pressure of povci-ty

and the want of many instituti.ons enjoy-

ed by their more Ibrtunate hietliern in

the older provinces, will not only make
their voices hoani, but\vill l>ack their de
niands by sueh unmistakable proofs of

their determination to obtain their just

rights that the Dominion will be forced

to give them what they a^k when per-
haps it will not be so easy a matter as

it is to-day to eftect a satisfactory settle-

ment of the (juestion.

To-day every question of importanc»i

relating to the lands of the North West
is settled, 'i'he railway grants are de-
fined, the half-breed lands have been al

lotted, the bounty warrants settle. 1 and
Indian reserves li)oated and still there is

a large balance of the finest land in the

world that could be handed over to the
Piovincial authorities for purf)nses oi lo-

cal revenue. It is hard to see why tli ^

Dominion should retain these lands or

why they should be administered loi- the

general welfare. It will be shown later

on that the Dominion has been more than

recouped al.ieady for any expcMiditme ior

the acquiring and surveyingof theni.and
that in the future the North West v ill

be required to pay a very large propor-

tion of the debt of Canada for pul)lic

works already complete<l in the <ilder

provinces. It will at the same time be
shown that Canada can advance no rea-

son for the retention of the North-West
lands on the plea that they ought to be
held for pnrf>osPs of Federal revenue.

Without desiriui' t<) ca.-^L any undue

ndiccticn on the a<lniinistjaiien of lands

by J 'finiinion authoi-iti*'!', still it nujst be
adniiltt'd liem pa.-t cAperience thxt they
aic not the best land agents in the world,

it is rnoie than probable that tbey un-

der\alne the inipoitancc of these lan<is

not being (h^jiendent on them for the

su])] ortol their governn^.ent.fe I Ley n ay
rci-aid thesuj'j)ly so gicat that a t«n<l-

ency to waste may creep into tlieirman-

jigtMuent in sjiite of vheuiselves. They
may have so many political li lends de-

sirous of acquiring large landed estates

ni the North West that it Jmay be a
troublesome matter to administer the

lands altogethei- in tho interests of the

country. Already the Dominion (iovern-

ment have adniitte<l that it was im-

possible for them, owing to political in

trigue to manage the build iny ol the
Canadian Pacific Railway to the bfst ad
vantage. May not the same rule apply
in their case to the adminisiration ot the
lands of the North West ?

The peoi»le of Manitoba do not grudge
the lands granted to the C. P. H. : on tlie

contrary the wise policy ador ted by the
< ompany in their desire; to promote set

tlement and development has made
them very popular witli the people. Re-
sides we «lo not di.Npuie the gi<'Al value

the railway will bo to the country, but al

the same time it will be shown that Man-
itoba wlnle liable for her share of the
public works in the older jjrovineesis in

reality paying more than her proportion
in land and money tov aids the construc-
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway,

which is to all intents and puri»oses a
ntitional undertaking.
While lliitish Columbia is paid an an-

nual sum of ^l(M»,(it)'j by the Donnnion
for the right of way of the C.P.Ii. and
while she will l»e paid for the lands uned
for railway puiposes, Manitoba is obliged

to give her millions of acres Jind her
money a.s well towards defraying the
cost of the road and receives in return
only the benefits of easy communication
and increased settlement which the rail-

way wilt necessarily ^nng, without any


