
trading, ^'ow, eir, pmy notice tnis

part of the transaction. After our no-
tice to tlie Amorican govennnent tint
we now meuiil to fcike tins lino it

became tlio duty of tlie American Exe-
cutive to Kiivn these peoplo. Au<l they
dill tiicir <hity. fSccu'etary Jioutwell issued
two (nrculars, dated May i(», 1ST(J, and

j

June 'J, l^TU. Jn these inrculars lie noti- i

fio.s to the proper American oIUoimIs tint'
tlie (.'anulian govcrnuicnt are now almul
to enforce their rights under the trentics.

No complaint was made to us. Indro 1 no
complaint could he; for we were aliout to

stand on our rights uiter a long course of
indulgence, and even then not on our strict

rights according to old treaty construvition,

ns I have more than onci' said. I'lesident

Grant compfiins in his Messige that now
we give no notice. In .Secretary lloutwell's

circular it WIS notilied to the Americans
that no notice was hereafter to be given.

Why should wc give notice? Americui
fishermen know the 1 iw well enough, and
when they break it they l)realc it

with their eye.s very wide open indeeil.

Our notiee and our warnuigs were all

l)art iif a system of indulgeneo .lud of
self-sicrilice, which we lind will not do
at all. We persevei'ed in it because we
thought that our generosity would leail

the American government to meet us in

the like spirit. i'raetically admitting
them to a share in our priceless iisheries

we hoped that the spirit we showed would
lead them to re-consider our exclusion
from their coasting tiade and from the
benefits of the American register of ship-

ping. Eeally, sir, we gave u[) everything
for a season in the hope of our getting
something in return. We got nothing, and
now we are abusetl by the i'resident ^or

simply re-entering into possession of our
own.

Hi;r.\i,d Co>rMissioxKii—Do I understand
you that there is positively no foundation
for the suggestion that your late legislation

is novel ?

Dominion STATI:s^rA^•— Distinctly. We
have done nothing but adopt the provis-

ions of the imperi;il act of ISl'J and the old

hiw of Nova >Scotia. There is nothing new
at all. Our late act, like the Imperial Act
of 1819, has no clause giving twenty-fcur

hours' notice to the trespassing lishermen.

It was found that such a clause defeateil

the })urposeof the law. so we have adoi)ted
the old Act (if LSI'.). But .always remember
that our legislation apjilies and our seiz-

ures are exclusively elfected within the
three mile limit which belongs to us. What
the i'resident means by suggesting that

our legislation is novel we cannot at all

understand.
HioKAia) CoMMissiovKR

—
'fhe President

also suggests you are enforcing new pro-

hibitions with regard to the trading of
fishing vessels.

Dominion .Statksman—There is absolutely
no foundation for this insinuation. 1 have
clearly explained to you that the treaties

limit most carefully American tishing ves-

sels to lishing pui'po^es, and ulsc/the rea-

sons fo;' such limitation. We cannot have
vcsselj fishing under the i)retence of trad-

ing, for that would be to give up the
lisi^'rio?; we cniiiot lia"o tliem traling
under pretence of lishing, for that means
smuggling. Fishing vessels may come in

lor sludter. for n^pi'rs, for woo I unil for

water. Why. sir, in tlie whole history of
the dis(a^s^ion of these (piestions between
the two countries no American statesman
has ever ventui-ed before I'resident (h'ant

to claim any right for fisliiug vessels to

enter our ports for tr.ide purposes, or any
except tliose named in the treaty. So
just are tlie grounds on which we maintain
the distinction between the tislimg and
the tniding vessels, so clear the provisions
of the treaty by the help of which we
maintain it. President (irant takes cjuite

new ground on this suliject, and one which
no lawyer, no statesman in a responsible
position has ever dreamed of taking. It

is fjuite untenable. But what we w.int

to know is, why we have had no com-
)>laints addressed diplomatically to us.

We should be loath to regard the Message
of the i'lesident as a mere electioneering
manifesto to catch votes. It is (piite cer-

tain, however, that an electioneering ad-
dress can contain matter ad caplandnm
viih)us which can find no place in diplo-

macy. You have an eminent American
person named Buncombe with great influ-

ence among you. None of his family have
settled at present within British dominions.
But to speak seriously, we are deeply
shocked an<i pained at these imputations,
which a little pains and good faith woukl
h ive spared us. Nor can we understand
their policy. What can be the use of mak-
ing statements, for example, about this

point of trading by fishing vessels, which
will not bear a moment's considention or
reflection ? For fifty years, omitting the
period of the iieciprocity Treaty, the clear

right of preventing lishing vessels iioni

t"'ding has been enforced without a com-
jilaint from American authorities. Yet
now the i'resident says that, so far as tlu
claim is fountled on an alleged construc-
tion of the Treaty of 1S12 it cannot l>e as
quiesced in by the United States, and "it

is hoped it will not be insisted on by Her
Miijesty's Government."' But, sir, so long
as we are compellotl by this exclusive
policy of the Am(>ricin Government to

stand upon our rights—and you have al-

ready been shown in wh^t a mitigated
form we now do this—^re must maintain


