Changing their Line

Mackenzie & Mills, who'esale grov~
ers, Winnipeg, have declded upon mak-
ing a change in their business which
they have been contemplating for
some time. The intontion is to go
out of the general wholesale grocery
trade and devote thoir entire atten
tion to several important speclaltles,
With this oblect in view they havo
been gradually avorking off their
stotk .0f groceries and are now ready
to push thdlr new linee,

‘Tho principal goods which they wili
handle will be teas, In this line they
will givo special attention to packing
and blending teas, Several brands of
package teas will be put on the mar-
ket, which will be known as the “Brit.
annia,” “Beaver” and “Buffalo”
brands, Besides these brande, the
firm has secured the exclusive agency
for Thos. J. Lipton'’s teas, for Maui.
toba, the Northwest Territories and
British Columbia, Lipton's teas are
widely known, we may say, the world
over. and the control of these brands

ensures them a large trade from the
start,

Besldes teas, cotfees and some fine
lines of jams and possibly a few other
speelalties will be handled, but the
main thing wil} bo the teas, which the
large experionce of this firm In the
trade will enable them to landie to
excellent advantage,

—_—
Lipton’s Teas,

Lipton’s teas, which are altready well
Known throughout Canada, are to ho
Introduced more directly to tho .at-
tentlon of tho consumers of tiw west.
N. G. Conybear, western manager for
Thos. J. Lipton, with headquarters at
Cliicugo, was in Winuipeg st week,
for the purpose of compicting arrange-
ments with tho lccal firm of Afacken-
zie & Mill4 to bandle tiese guods in
this market. In conversation with n
representiative of The Commamcial, Mr.
Conybenr said that Thos. J. Liptonis
the largest tea planter i the world,
He went Into tho busincas in Ceylon
wna Indla at a timo wlcn teq estates
were lield at very low values. L He
lnvested quite heavily In tea plantas
tons, and Iater, whon tho greut
“boom™ set in iu Ceylon und Indip
tens. ho found lmsel svealthy. Mr.
Liptou pushied business vigoroualy, first
in Great Britain, and Iater in the Brit-
ish colonles and forolgn countries, In
introducing these teas, and this trade
i= now something chormous. ¥For ong
week's bmportations of dls teas tho
aun of £50,513 11s 31 was lazely patd
in cutics ta the British governmeat,
or cequal to about onc-quarter of o
million Qollars. London is the grent
central markoty whenco the teas are
slippal to all parts of o world,

AMr. Conybear spoko  of  the
ciforts  VLelng made to Ilatro-
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duce Indie and Coylon teas ‘into
the Unlted States. A large expendi-
ture had been incurred to fntroduce
theso teas in the Republie, and in this

work his firm has taken o jeading
part. The trade had been rather

slow Tn the States to take hold of
these teag, but  good progress ~was
now being made, as would bhe shown
by the fact that while luast year 7,.-
00,000 pounds of Ceylon teas had
beenn  taken, this :year the im-
portations of this class of teus would
omount to about 12,000,000 nounds.
The superior quality of the Ceylon and
India teas, lte said, wag sure, in time,
10 be recoguized in the United States
a5 In other countries where they had
been introduced.

Upon the Lipton estates all  the
teas, Mr. Conybear says, are handled
and packed LY machinery, after the
pleking is dane, thus insuring greater
cleanliiess a3y well as more uniform
treatment, a8 compared with the cus
tom of handling the goods in Chinn
and Japan. .

One plan of introducing these teas
which is followed in the United States
will be resorted to in Winnipeg, 1x-
pert tea infusers are rcent out Ly the
house to visit the cities where the tens
arce being introduced.  These oxperts
take up their abode for a timg in re-
tal) stores, where the teas are handled

. and serve customers, as they come in,

with a frcsh cup of tea. This plan

has worked well in the Gnited States.

A Law Abiding People

Respect for the law has always been
a feature of life in Western Canada,
and criminal offences are few. A short
thme ago a highway robbery  was re-
ported at Carberry, Man, and a fow
days later a safe roblery was  res
portetl at Lamsden, Assa. It now
turns out that the reporteid sandbag-
ging and robhery at Carberry wasa
{ako, while the alleged safe robbery
was discovered o be merely an er-
ror in hooKkeeping, money thaving
been  paid out that had not  been
charged. Thus, the goold naae of the
woest Is vindicated.

Consumption ot Coal

A New  York  representative of
Biack Diamonds, writes that the
anthracite coal market there ls

more “strained and uncertain™ than
it was, owlng largely to rumors re-
garding the permanence of the agree-
ment to restrict the output for thily
year to certain figures. The produe-
tlon in 1896 was 13,177,189 tons; in
1895, 16,451,445 tons: in 189%, 1,-
301,199 tous; in 1893, 43,089,536 tons;
in 1832, 431,893,319 tons and  the
cstimnted awmount for this year is
40,000,000 tous, providing the res-
trictive policy is carried inta effect,
but If it rcaches 4-1.00({,000 tons, ns
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now appears probable, it will be lesa

than any yenr siuce 1891, when the

output was 10,300,000 tons. From

which it will be seen that, notwith-

standiug there sliould be a natural in-

crease, there has been through  tho

substitution of other fuels, gas andoil,

a decided decrease In consumption of .
conl.

British Columbin Business
Review.
Vancouver, Nov, 29.—~There are no
changes worthy of note 1 ithe mar-

kets this week. An  unusually
large  number of  turkers from
Ontarie  and  Quebec were dis-
posed of for thanksgiving.

They retafled at 23 cents a pound,
Game has olso been extensively pur-
chased, large maltard ducks retailing
at GO cents a brace and venison at
5 conts a pound, Merchants report
business urisk and  collections  fair.
Tho. upper country farmers are dis-
posing very readily of their grainand
feed products in the mine districts and
exceptionaliy good prices are baing
realized in the Columbin Valley and
In the great district of the Okanagan,
accasionally an outire crop Leing purs
chased by i single mining company.
™o coast agrivulturists should in cases
where they have not already disposed
of thelr crop do well Hkewise a8 o TCw
sult of the big Yukon and Kootenay
demand. Appileations are increasing
for real estate both in Vaucouver and
Victoria and prices are hardening. On
Hastings street, Vancouver, in thirty
days, with one or two exceptions,
e\'éry vacant lot was transferred ot
owner’s prices. The same result has
obtained on Water streot, next to the
inlet.  With the birth of the real cs-
tate boom the mining stock specula-
tion died. ‘The local market is flat
in the extreme and nome Lut stocks
in recognized A 1 companies are belng
sold. The anticipated rush of pros-
pecuns for the Klondike has given
everyone confidence however in the
rapid growth of the coast clties, cop-
sequendly the purchase of real ecstate
and the immense arrivals of miner’s
supplics.

The Hudson Bay Railway

1f, as is now reported to have bheen
determined by official investigation,
Hudson’s Bay is sufficiently frce from
1cee for four months of the year to al-
low navigation, the project of Luild-
iug arailway from \\m}lipcg to the
head of the bay and sending the grain
of western Canada to Europe by this
new route is not lmpracticable. Com-
parcs with the Awmerlean scheme of
hewing out it chaunel in which to
Yring vccan vessels up an elevatlon of
six hundred foet nto the interior of
the continent, the plan of bullding 500
miles of railway over o flat country
to reach a salt waterway 1,200 miles
long to the Atlantic, ready made, aud
requiring no dredging or locks, seems
cusy and seusible.~Ralhway age.



