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prosper, and there would not now hiavo
been tlais uîîiversal danmand for relief front
înonopoly. But by a systoui of dis-
critnihiating and outragcously iîigh freiglit
chargea, the conipalny hau runidered tho
furthier eniduranîce of raiiway uionopoly
actually usibearable. Even witb theso
excessive chargc., the mRajority of the ex-
portera aîîd importera af this city would
have beau uinc(l te favor the C.P.B. in
actual business, thiaugli at the saute timo
most anxious fur the =ostruction of a
campetit8g lige. '1'b poiicy of the conm-
paiîy siuîce the coinmencemnent of tho Red
River Valley roud, however, has alimost
completely destroyed that extensive feel-
ing iii favor af the O.P.R. which existed
boere, notwitlîstauîdiuîg tho great desire for
railway comipetition.

0f late the ingeaîuity af tbe C.P.R. of-
ficiais seerns ta Lbe taxe,' in origi nating
some îîow plan ta haniper the trade of
the city. The latcst nuove is a circular
iiforanin, shippers that 50 per cent. wil
Lie added ta tb freiglit charges on al]
goods whiclh the .company refuses ta carry
except ut owncru' àîisks, unless the sbip-
per specially desig'uates that tho gooda
are ta Lie shippcd at bis own risk. If the
shipper fails ta tpe(;ify that lie releases
the counpany front r<esponsibility iii carry-
ing t)ie gaods, the ' 0 per cent. wili be ad-
ded to tlie frueighut charges. Sliippers liere
wera coîuipelled ta submit ta, this new reg-
ulation without any previaus notification,
though up ta the tinie the circular was is-
sued the goods wcre received by the coin-
pany at the ordinary rates. 0f course
shtippers have no option but ta accept the
new order, as in justice ta their customers
they could not agi-ce ta the extra freight
charges. It is licrdly probable that the
company euîforces such conditions in re-
gard ta its through traffie, which we hear
sa much about us being, carried at iow
r atles._

The way matters stand now, it is likely
that. were the Red River Valley road
opened to-morrow, tI.-i nuoîiopoiy coînpainy
would lfid very littie favor in the site af
Winnipeg shippers. At preseat they are
compelled ta use the n.uad ; but nîany of
the best frieuîds of the conupany have bie-

cornu~ Sataaghydsusted with the
superabundatît display af Van Hornism
af late, that thQy naw deciare their. in-
tention ai favoring the rew route. If the
conupauy wish ta retaiti anyiyinfluence with
the Winnipeg people, they wili have ta
inake a eLmige in the policy pursued

. wa rd titis counîtry at once. As ta, the

new circular, should occasion arise, a test
will uuidoubtcdly be mnade as ta the~
pawers whiich tho coînpauuy lias ta exemnpt
itriehf fraîn responsibility as a conumon
carrier.

THE SUGAR COMBINAI ION.
Tlhe sugar comibitiatioui is just now at-

traoting a great deal ai atteintion iii East-
ern Canada. It will Le remexubered tl1 at
a short time ago tlîe refinors met and a-
ranged prices. About tha same Uie a
wholesala grocers' combinatioji was formed
for the purpose ai preventing the cutting
af prices in sugar ta ait unprofitabie ex-
tent. As in the retail, sa iii the whola.
sale trade, the cutting ai sugar prices liad
been carried s0 far thuat deaiers were
frequently compplled ta seil at a loas, in
arder ta proteet ticir business. This
state, af tlîings was certainly undesirable
for ail concerned. An iuîdividual hiause
might gain an occasionl customer by
sacriticing sugar, but in the end the entire
trade înust suifer. To do away with this
unprafitable custonu, a cotubination was
fornued arnong the wboiesaie grocers, and
it was nuxtualiy agi-ced betweeti tue con-
tracting fi-ms, tiîat sugars sîiould bie sold
at a stated advance upon tue cost at re-
fineries. For instance, it was arranged
tlîat granulated sugar wanld bie sold at Ue,
advauce, or equivalent ta a profit ai about
ce. This was cartaizîly a moderate ad-

vance, seeing that it wouid only yield
a profitai fronu4 ta per cent. In order
ta unake the comibiîîation secure, ant ai-
rang'-nent was arrived at witlî the re{in-
ers, by wlîich the latter agreed ta sell ta
grocers autside ai the combination anly
at an advance ai ýc aver the price ta
menîbers ai the combiziation. Nearly ail
the whoiesale grocers at once accepted the
arrangement, only about tii-ce fiuiuîîs in
Onîtario and Quebec refusing ta do sa.
The number ai firmnsjoining in the agree.
nient amount ta 103. Had ail tue gracers
fallen in with tue coinhination, the inatter
would prababiy have occasioned littie in-
teres9t, but tha refusal af the few boauses
ta do so has led ta the developliient ai
other features ai interest. Rather than
suhunit ta what they consideî'ed an im-
position, thiese firnis resorted ta the in-
purtatian of Scotch sugar, which they
have been cnabled ta do, owing ta tlie
recent advances at homie refineries. Can-
ada refiners have been selhing granuhated
at 6îc, and iii accordance with their
agreement, the wholesahe grocers have
been selling ta the retail trade at 7c for
15 barriel lots, and 7ýc for single barrels.

Tue bouses aut ai the combination wauld
bce ompelled ta pay 7jc ta thie reliners.
Ilawover, it is clairncd that tbey have
been ablo ta purcliase Scotch sugar at 0ic
ahl charges paid at Montu-cal, and re-sel
ta retailers at 7c,. Tbere is ai course tio
nioney in thiese transactions, but any-
tbing ta defeat tue combiuiatian is the
objeut. Tho inipoTted sugar is subject to
a duty or $2.89 pier 100 poun0s, which
goes ta show that the Scotch refiners
usut be content witlî very sunahi prices,

ta be able ta soul fi-ce ai du ty at Mlontreal,
at 6îc.

A gi-est outcry bias beeui iaised by a
section af the eastern press against the
combination, but so far as tue whîolesale
grocers are concerned, tbey cannot be lbeld
rezponsible for the apparent high prices of
(Janadian sugar, as conîpared with the
Scotch article. Tiiere are twoasides ta
every question, and altlîouglî conîbinations
as a rule are ta bie depreciated, yet in tbis
case there appears te be aunple justification
for it. No conîplaint cati be urged against
the grocers oui thè score of excessive
profits, as the veryntioderate advance of
froun 4 ta 5 per cent is certaiiîhy sunahi
enough. On the othier hand a regular
price lias beeiî established and a very un-
satisfactary feature af the tu-ade abolished.
The cuttiuug which bas been indulged in
so long, in conuectiong with haufd!ing sugar,
bas been a source ai annoyance and
danger ta bath wholesaiers snd retailers,
and an improved condition bas certaînly
been the resuit ai the combination.
Legitimiate business demanda a iegitiunate
profit.

The combitiation lias naL resulted in a
nîateiial advance in the price ai sugar ta
the consumer. The latest advance at the
mefineries was probabhy due ta the des-
truction by fire ai the St Laurence me-
fineu'y at Moîitrcai. At any rate, sugar
would undoubt4edly Lie as bigh ta day in
this country, if the combination had not
beau formed. The incident, hovever, bas
served ta show, that. but for the duties,
foreign sugars could be laid down in this
country xiearly thîree cents under ruhing
prices, or about 4c for gra.iulated. But
iL mîust iîot be uudeî-staod froun titis that
Canadian refiiiers arp purtected ta the

jamaunit ai nearly three cents par pound
in addition ta their advantages in caniage
charges. Thet iact is, thuat Canadian re-
finers are obiged ta contribute a con-
sidai-able suni ta tuie national revenue in
duties upon the raw sugar which they
imi.port, and wlîich ai course reduces the
value ai protectionu upon te retiuîed article.
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