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wheat district lies tho great grazing and mixed
farmiug country of Woestbourn. This country
suffered zoverely from frost last year, butd this
season pro.niscs an excellent crop.  Evea barloy
aod oats will yicld well, and in there grains the
couatry of Westbourn will be anexcelled by any
district in the province, at least for the present
year. Westbourn is especially favored as a
stock and grazing countcy, being well watered
and rich in meadow lards, dotted with bluffs of
poplar and other trees. In regard to the atoch
interests, many of the farmers were found to be
indignaut at the report of their country given
in the crop bulleting, issued by the manipulato.
of statistics {or the department of agriculture
at Winnipeg. Mr. Burrows puts the number
of cattlo in the country at 2,143, while it is
claimed tlat there are that number within four
square miles of Gladstoue alone. Iu preparing
statistics for a chicese factory it was found that
thare were 700 milch cows iu the space of coun
try referred to. The settless also claim that
acreage nnder crop is larger thau last year, not-
withstanding that the depariment croy reports
show a cousiderable decline, In wheat it is
claimed the acreage is about double that given.
Westbourne is one of the oldest scitled dis-
tricts, and has suffercd considerably from the
second homestcad provisions. Many of the
farmers mortgaged their lands as soon as the
pateats were obtained and moved west to locate
again, thiuking they would be able to scll the
first homestead at a handsome profit. The de-
preciation of pronerty after the boom #poiled
these hopes, and the lands are now vacant, and
with taxes and interest accumulating upon
them., This loss of the original settlers has
proved a serious drawback to the devclopment
of the country, 2ew settlers preferring to go
further west foc free lands, rather than pur-
chase the mortgaged pioperties.  The first
settlers will also be the lusers, many of them
being settled iv poorer western districts, while
otaers will lose their old homesteads through
foreclosure. Although the population is actu-
ally less than it wus a few years ago, it is
claimed that all the broken land has been kept
uunder cultivation by these remaing and that
the zereage has actually increased.  Gladstone,
once a lively village of some 600 inhabitants,
has greatly declined in “population, and many
of the houses are vacant. The remaiaingsto.es
report a very fair trade, and with the present
crop prospeets expect a much better business
during the fal) and winter. Mr Baily is build.
ing a d'nung hall at the station here, which is
badly needed. Mis. J. Sharp has lately opered
in the coofectivnery line. Gladstone, like
many of the older towus of the province, has
contracted a heavy debenture debt, which the

place is now unable {0 carry, and what the out-
come will be is not yet known,

Westward from Gladstone, & more clevated
country is rcached known as the Beautifnl
Plains, with the busy little town of Neepawa,
as the chief business centre.  This district pro-
duced good crops last year and escaped the
frost, owing to the lighter soil upon whick
vegetation matures more repidly, aad the
clevated position. This year the crops are aot
as promising in the immediate vicinity of the
town, though it is said they arc better Loth to

tho north and southat a little distance from the
railway the latter following a ridge of very
light soil asitapproaches the town. W heat
cutting was here going on actively during the
last week of July. Necpawa is of reecent
stuwtl, haviog been establisked since the rail
way artived there, and is cousequently free
from the heavy debt of most of the older towna,
Its citizens will du well to warefully guard the
town in this reapect, if they wish tu grow and
prosper.

The neat point of interest on tho M. & N.W,
Ry., is Miunedosa, the largest, prettiest and
most business lil.e place on the line west of the
Po-tage. Beavtiful Minnelosais sowell known
that it nceds no discription here.  The mer-
chants were found all feeling very cheerful in
auticipation of fine crops and a good trade.
Business for the past year is said to bave becn
fairly good amd better than the previous year.

In fact such a thing as a croaker was not wret
with,  Many of the merchants cary Jarge
stocks and will stock up more fuily this fall.
‘T'he implement men report a fair scasons’ trade,
perhaps not zs large as in foumer years, buta
much better cash business and credits for short
time cnly. The merchants here speak very
favorably of the local swholesale houses, aud
declare their intentious of dealing as much as
possible with the men who did uot desert them
during the time of general depiession.  Time
was when there was gveat tivalry between
Minnedosa and Odanab, two miles down the
valley. This has now long since ceased and
Odanah is no more.  Mr. P. J. McDermott was
the last to desert the ship, baving held out at
the fatter place until about two months ago,
when lic moved his stock of «eneral merchan-
dise to Minnedosa. The saw mill at Odanab,
owned hy Mr, Colton, will be taken down and
the machinery moved to a new location, not
yet decided upon.  The only indust:y of recent
cstablishment in Minnedosa isa brewery, Ly
Messers. Sheriff & Davis.  The brewery was
erected dming the present scason aund was put
in operation in July, the product being now
ready for the matket. Both the proprictors
arc practical men aad no doubt will succeeed.
It is thought that a bank would do a profitible
business here, The want of such an institution
is heenly felt, especially to the shipping inter-
ests, whichis extensive in guain, live stock, ete.
Minnedosa gives some evidence of the clashing
of real cstate interests during the early days.
The town is also luboring under a heavy deben.
ture and floating debt, which will severely test
the cnergy of its enterprising inhabitants to
overcome. The countiy around the town is
well settled with a good class of Cavadian,
Scotch and English settlers, and farm lands wce
held at letter values than in many other dis-
tricts. A few sales have recently been made
at good prices. The erops in the district aver-
age very good, and from Minnedosa, northward
to the Riding Mounntains, a digtance of fifteen
miles, through the Clan William sctlement,

the outlook wasnever better. At the time of
writiag cousiderable grain has been cut.

Keep up with the Times.
The meditutive merchant, in these day of
business competition, is often indaced to com-

pare the different systoms of selling goods and
heeping an active trade, witha view to find the
best for his own purpose, He notices that there
isa wide variety of ethods and a maiked dif-
ferencein results. But he observes that like
tesults do not alwa; s fullow the same wethods,
aad that the same plane work diffevently with
dissimilar people. The more he considers theso
facts the cleaier does it become that he can fix
upon no system that will, without quelification,
of failure, give certain and continuous business,
Old houses in New Yok, once of great capiial
and cxpericnee, have passed out of existence
because they made the mistake of adopting a
system, and, thinking it infallible, would never
give it up, The fact is that the system of this
year may not be a good one for next year. and
the method that o certain salesman may render
wonderfully successful may attely fail with
scores of others. Theie i8 no course open for
the enterprising merchant but io keep his own
eyes aud cars wide open, and adapt his methods
to every new wondition of affairs. He must not
keep in any beaten track too long, aud, above
all things, he should beware of too much fond-
ness for pet theories.— Fabrics.
L]

WHEN the employes of an Indiana farniture
factory, operated by a Gewman, struck for eight
hours’ work a day e graute. it, but when they
wanted ten honrs’ pay for cight hours® work he

called them up and said : “My {ricnds, waybe
1 do ash you like. 1 haf an orderfrom Shegago
for ten dozen shairs. I vhill sheep him eight
dozen und Lill him for ten.  If he doan kick on
me it shows me not der rule works both vhays
und ve vhas all rigat.” It is ncedless to add
thatthe idea didn’t work.— Wall Strect News.

‘ROYAL TOTEL, CALGARY.

ReLy & MarTIN, Props.
This new, ¢ tiousand fortably furnished house
was opened for the accommodation of the public on Aug.

15th, The only fint class house in Albertaand with spe-
cial features for COMMERCIAL TRADE.

C. EMERSON,

Manufacturcr of
Shirts, Overalls, Mattresses, Bed Springs,

Woot. axp FraTuer Prnrows, &c.,
Dealer in Wool Buis & Mattress Material

Rosser Avenue, Brandon,

247 Correspondence solicited and Mail Onders Carcfully
Attended to.  Satisfaction guaranteed,

BENNETTO & CO’'S

Finely Finished Photos,

Only Qbtainablc at
460 Main-st, bt MceDermot Winnipeg.

and Bannatyne
£ T

E EMIGRANT,”

Ilusttated monthly journal, 24 Ragcs, toncd paper,
3,000 copiex, fresh subjects monthly, special writers,
curious and valuab'e facts for cveryonce ; plaia truths of
the Notthwest.  Take ityoursell or for friend abroad, and
help our gettlement : circulates in Britain and all over
Canada. Splendid mediom for Jand scllers to advertiso
fn. One dollar a ycar, post paid, over the world; zpeci.
mens free.  Address Tk EMtoraxt, Winnipeg, Manitoba

J. A. CARMAN, Publisher
P.0. Box 1105, or 373 Main Street.




