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MAPLE FLOORING.
The scL-retary of the bMaple Flooring Matnu-

facturer.%' Association of Michigan furnishies
interesting facts andc figures about that comi-

p.îrativcly, yout hful industry. Architccts wvell
renicrrnber %vhiat ai time thec> ubed ta have in get-
ting a goad uardwood floor down. In the first
place, it wvab a long hitint ta find the kiiid and
grade of lumber wantcd; then, even if machined
with unusuai care on the best mao .îg m:'a-
chine ta lie faund, it was far îrorn uniform, aov-
ing, it is% said, ta the fact that the harder woods

tin pass'ing throughi causcd t he mxachinery ta

giv'e iii saone wa:, so tb.at if one cut off ain end

of a1 givcn picce tlia.t .îppoared ail righit, it wias
a chance if it matdied %tell in the other end af

thc saine piece. But after aIl this, whcn a
warknîail undertook to comiplete the dressing
proce,;s begun by the machine, it sceined as if

the troubles hiad jtist begung-the cast af lay-

ing and dress.ing srnaaoth 1w hiand would per-

haps txearly double thc cost ai flooriing: delivered
:tt the building. Sa, therefore, when the

nmaple llaoring, thoraougly dry and wcIi finishced
by special nîachinery. wvas placed on the miar-
ket it nmade its %vay very rapidly. It wvas truc,
squared at thli ends and sca well dresscd that
no plane nccd bc uscd after laying, a touch

%vitlî the cabinet scraper here and there being
ail thiat %vab requircd. This imiprovcd way af
plaicing the gaads an the miarket ariginated in

the webt.
NVelI-niade hardwaad flooring w~as at first ta

be fauind inii naple aonly, but naw several kinds
af hardwood arc in use. Oak, which is very

desirable for bouse floors, was saonie timne in
finding its way inta the mîarket in this faorma if
wvc reinember, but îîaw oak is ta bc ixad vvith
the resta and mucîx birch is uscd, w~hiie beeci
ib linding its way into stocks ta saine extent.
statistics as ta Output ai nxU.tple fiaoring''
prabably caver aIl these varietie.s, amdi l tlxick-
nesses. Originaliy inast ai the output %vas

«'6" stuff, but now c1uite a bit ai ' h'" is said
for iying over aid boause floaors, and although
tîxis is tangued and groaved, tîxase wlio iay it
recommend it as flot wcakened thercby sa as ta
give themi trouble iii putting it do%,wn. Hiow-
cver, y"floaring is nhaking its wvay inta thé-
,narket, and it wili be readiiy seeni that if !skiil-
fuiiy tongued and groaved this thîckness bhauld
prove very desirable for hause work, for whiie
it would have iittle durability in sait or loase-
grained woods, one wvauld chance it ta wcar
miany ycars iii niaple. Some qo per cent. af
ail floaoring soid ini the Northwcst s "12,1"

face, %viile E-astern states, Ohio, and the ex-
part trade, use mast ai the 'j3i4" face. One
large cancern makes " "face from strips
that wvill ixot make "3f"and seils it at about
the same as the "1234k" but a deinand for -,he
narrowver in large quantities wauld rai!se the
the cast ta something like $S.oo per M. above
the cast ai "1234.2

M1aple appears ta stand at the Lead ai the
list for real wearing qualities. It is averse to
dampness, and there are places wvhere wvhite
oak wvould stand much longer. Opinions differ
as ta relative durability ai the niaple and
birch iii damp places and beech is too little
knowvn ta sav haov it would bchave in danxp

situatians. Oak mtains easily, but the ex-
perienccd housewife lias mast likely learned
that slîe cati have the stains removed froni
oak mare easily than iram the others. Owing
aiso ta its mare aopex grain, marks and
scratches show lcss iii its surface than in the
srnoaother and claser grained wvaods, wvhiie its
colar is a great advantage ta, its appearance in
bouse floors. We would gucss tixat heech
trees would furnish flocxring af marc uniférmn
colar when laid and finislied than either mnaple
or bircîx.

A BELT PROBLEM.
Sketch showvs haw 1 overcamne the trouble

we liad with a short cross belt. Thei drive
pulley i!s 44 inches and the driven pulley 9
inchcs. The distance between centers is 5
fcet S inches. 1 believe every experienced
mian %v'ili admit this waould be a bard belt to
run. The loase puiley is i inch smailer in
dianie± tîxan the tight o.,e. 13y placing' the

shait aut enaugh ta make the beit ruix well on
the tight pulley, it was simpiy impassible ta
keep it on the baose puiley. The full uines
show how the beit did cross; the dotted lines
show how it crosses naw aiter putting a i 2-
inch idler on the slack side af beit. We
haven't a belt in the shap that runs better, nor
is it passible taget ane that daes.-",C. H. B.,'
in the XVood-Warker.
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