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This year the cold was less intense, the lowest point during the storm being Amnong the various exercises which msay be used to teach the
14'.1, while last year it was-9°.9. On 9th, ordinary meteor in N fell W, words of a reading lesson, the following are the most valuable
about 400 high. High winds 4th, 8th, 9th, 10th, l2th, 14th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 1. The pupils may 1e required to print or write all the new words.
21st, 22nd, 25th. Snow 4th, 7th, 8tn , dth, 13th, 14th, 21st, 22nd, 25th, 2(th. This will greatly assist in le arning their pronoulnciation and spelling.

PEMBRoKE.-Lae partly froze efore the end of November, and the 2. The words thius copied inay be spelled orally froin the slate in
whole surface frozen during night of 3rd December. On 24th, shortly after the class, and then pronounced rapidly up and clown. This will
sunrise, patches of light observed, one on each side of the sun, and a few secure accuracy in copying and fliency in pronuncing. Words
points from it, the edges near the sun being tinged with prinsatic colors. which are peculiar in orthography or diflicult to pronounce may be
25th, double halo round moon, which -was partly obscured by cirro-cunuli,
the inner ring being grey, tinged with red, the outer of rather n greenishi hue. written on the board, and the class drilled upon then in concert
Wind storms, lst, 9th, 18th, 22nd, 25th, 29th. Sn.ow 1st, 4th, 7th, 8th,14th, and singly.
17th, 18th, 20th, 21st, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 31st. Weather 3. The words of the reading lesson mnay be assinged as a spelling
during whole month unusually severe, but less so than last December. Much lesson, and the pupils be required to spell themn both by sound and
snow and good sleighing. . letter. This will secure the study of the reading lesson, and will

PETERBOROUGH.-On 12th and 17th, clondy at NI, but on both occasions a
auroral light apparently showing over clouds; no other auroras o aiso enabie tie teacler te give due attention te the corect pronun-
Snow 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, 12th, 14th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 25th, 27thl, 28th, 29th. ciation and articulation of each word. We would urge every prm-
Month generally mild and very cloudy--only slight snow-falls occasionally. ary teeher to make this spelling exercise precede every exercise i
No rain. Snow in Dec., 1867, 24.65 in.; Dec., 1868, 18.2 in. Sky overcast reading.
50 observations ont of 81. 4. The pupils before reading may pronounce the words from right

SIMCoE.-Wind storns 17th, 18th, 19th. Fogs 30th, 31st. Snow lst, 2nd, to
4th to 9th, 13th, 14th, 22nd, 23rd, 25th, 27th, 29th. Rain 29th. Nothunîg o left, taring a pune eac ex, or the teacher may lronounce the firt
unususi. word at the right, a piupil the uext word, the teacher tise next,

STRATFORD.-On 9th, sleighing good. 10th, at 4 p.m., parielia visible, another pupil the next, and so on. Instead of pronouncing all the
Storins of wind, 4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 19th, 20th. Fogs, 4th, ith, 10th, 30th. words, those contanug two or more syllables nay be given. If
31st. Snow 2nd, 4th,7th, 8th, llth, 12th, 14th, 18th, 20th, 21st, 22nd,27th, any pupil hesitates or blunders, the word shoild be pronounced by
28th, 29th. Rain 20th. the class, separated into syllables, spelled by sound, etc.

WINDsoR.-On 1st, meteor in E towards H ; elevation 60°, Sth meteor 5. The teacer ma develop the e aning of each word by an easy
from a point half-way between Castor and Orion, towards belt of Orion. . T . .e. . . .
12th, meteor in E towards Hl, elevation 25'. 25th, at 9 a.im., rainbow about object lesson, by faniliar illustrations, and by using it in a phrase
251> from sun, which was bright, thougi almost surrounded by thin clouds ; or sentence, easily understood. The importance of such instruction
the bow appeared as two arcs, of 20° to 25", one E and the other W of sun, can not be too strongly urged.
and reaching almost to Il; they were very distinct; westerly are almostsouth 0 T
of station; visible at least 30 uinutes; clouds at the tiune strati on horizon, 6. Tie words thns familiarized ssould be used by the pupils .
streaks of cirro-strati in upper air, in lower air particles of tliins cirro-cumuli origmal sentences, both oral sud written. Ts exercise is widely
flitting past from NW, a 'elt of 60> of cirro-cunuli drifting across Z froa used in our best schools. It is not only valuable as a test of the
NW; the previous night a wind storm, velocity 6. Windstorms also on pnpil's knowledge of the meaning of words, but it is an excellent
8th, 12th, 21st, 22nd, 31st. Fog 31st. Snow 4th, 7th, 14th, 21st, 22nd, 28th. language lesson. The sentences thus formned should be read by the
Rain 19th· pupil, and subsequently examined by the teacher.

The above exercises variously conbined and modfied to suit the

V. eal)tro on. a1 -du i ability and condition of teachers and classes, will obviate largely all
hesitation and stumbling in the calling of words, and, at the sane
time, will impart to the pupil such a knowledge of their meaning as

1. CLASS DRILLS IN READING. will greatly assist in the clear conpreiension of the thought, with-
out which good reading is impossible. They msay receive attention

It is not the purpose of this article to present the first steps m in the first part cf the reading exercise, or each alternate recitation
teaching a child te rend, but rather te offer a few suggestions re- may be devoted to thei. The latter plan was adopted by one of
specting the teaching of readinsg when blackboard and card lessons the nost successful teachers we have ever known, and with ex-
have been completed. How should classes in the first, second, and cellent results. She devoted the forenoon exercise entirley to the
higher readers be taught ? This is the inquiry to which we desire words in the afternoon lesson, and thus alternated word learning
to ve an answer. and sentence reading. We attach great importance to the phonic

The leading objects of a class drill us reading are (L) a complete analysis of words and to other vocal exercises which impart ac-
mastery of the words of the lesson, and (2) the correct readiny of the curacy, modulation, force, and compass to the voice.
sentences ; and it is to be observed that the first of these objects is
preparatory to the second. The pupil can not read a sentence cor- Il. THE READING OF SENTENCES.
rectly until he has msastered the words of whici it is composed. The preparatory drill having received due attention, the next
Ilence, the first step in a reading exercise is the teaching of the Teinen is to " talke the thought out of its verbal husk," and plant it
wordsds .su in the mind of the reader. Good readinsg is the correct utterance

This suggestion explains miuch of the poor success which so often lof the thloughit an-d emiotion of a passage-not the miere distinct
attends the reading drills in our schools, and especially in our pri- c enoti-n the thought tse beredand
mary and secondary schools. The îiipils are thrust at once isto the teueciation of tie words-nd th e thoeught iusi be grasped ed

readiug of sentences, and these are taken up not singly, but in para- hpression. Hence the reading of each sentence of a new lesson
graplss. The attemipt is inade te miaster the werds tisronghl the prsin esets edn fcd etuc fanwlso
reading cf the sentences, and toe result is tat the words are nehther should be preceded by such questions as will bring out the lead-

eedg uer thsesstences resut Tistte p wgordsrenither ding thought and the force of each msodifying elemsent. The cor-
mnastered nor the sentences read. The pupils go stumibhng and rcredn ofastneotndpnD ntedeape
drawling through the successive lessons without acquirimg the ability rect reading of a sentence ofte depends e o te due appre-
te read acuayausd cnelgnl ither sietyor orly ti ciatien of the for-ce cf a siugle word, aud, gelseraily, wrong eniphasis

daccurately a telligently e silently orally. is due to a lack of correct conprehension. The nistake of the voice
exceediugly paimful to listen to reading when pupils hesitate and is but the expression of the miinsd's bLinder. The thougiht to be
tunble over unfaniliar words. The ability to call every word ln a uttered should Le analyzed y questions se tat te pupil May viw

seutece at sight and utter the same with aecuracy and case, is a eaci part separately-mnay feel the force of every word and rhetori-
Prerequisite to oral reading.

The above analysis of the objects of a class drill in reading sug- cal fiure.
gests that it should consist of two corresponding exercises, one gerar's llustration, who w ao hndc undisciplined
designed to secure a mastery of words and the other a correct read- yeonry, triumudone th woyal ary f cf areiwet
iisg of the sentences. -eusuY, triussitslecl over tise royal Oisy. f what are we te

think '? The georalsip of Washingtoî. What shows his skill
I. THE MASTERY OF wORDS. IIistiumph. Over whoms did lie triumspi ? The royal a-my ? Why

The mastery, of a word includes the ability (1) to recognize or is the arny called " royal" ? It belonjed to the King of Eyland,
naine it at sight ; (2) to utter it with accuracy, force, and case ; and was brave and oell disipUed. Wiat is said of Washington's
(3 )to spell or analyze it by souund nd by letter ; and (4) to compre- troops ? They were " yeeo«y "-men cf utdustrial pursuits. What
hlend its meaning and to use it intelligently. The second elemsent was their condition ? They were " undtsciptined" "-trained for
specified and also the anlalysis by sound are not essential to silent iar. What was their înumber? They were but a " hacndful "-few
reading, knd would receive no attention in teaching the deaf and iu numièber.
dumb, but the pupils in our ordinary schools are to be tauglht to Such an analysis as this will rarely fail to secure the right emphasis,
read orally as well as silently, and ience all the elements specified and arouse the interest and feeling necessary to lead to earnestness
should enter into a thorougi word drill. When all ithe words in a and force of utterance. In primsary classes the questions should be
sentence are thus msastered by a pupil, he is prepared to atteipt to simsple and numserous; the unsfamiliar words (if any rensain) should
giVe oral expression to the thougit. What wo desire specially to be explained ; and the whole exorcise should, if possible, be niade
urge 18, th&t this word drill should precede sentence reading. I to glow with interest. In more advanced classes the questions may


