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chlef, I at once drank the liquor “ap
strap and loup,” and, lifting up my eye-
lids, passed my handkerchlef swiftly
across my eye, and the great white cov-
ering sloughed off (tea-totally), to my
great exultation and joy. The brandy
seemed to me to be like a squadron of
soldliers when all the others in the fleld
were nearly falling of victory, but, bring-
ing up an additiona! force, turned the
tide and secured a victory."”

In submitting this blographlical sketch
of our old frlend I am sorry not to be
able to make use of all the material I
have at hand, without overstepping the
limits of space. I shall have to content
myself with only a few further extracts
from portions of his writings, giving his
views on several subjects. I had asked
him for his opinlon on the earlier Eng-
lish writers, and upon the
classics, His remark Is trite enough in
saying that Shakespeare's comedies, tra-
gedles, historical dramas and sonnets are
the marvel of the world, and that Eng-
land stands to-day unrivalled In the
world for its authors. And as to Byron
he says :—"I should Include him in the
number but for his accursed verse No.
47, canto 4, In the poem of ‘Childe Har-
old,” " which gives an Index to Mr. Rice's
religlous blas. As to Byron's versifica-
tion he says :—"It does not require any
praise, being full of poetic beauty, world-
ly wisdom, Immorality and fun.”

Of the classics he says :—“I entertaln
a high opinion of Homer, as far as I
have read him, Bucolles, Georgles and
Aeneld. Have also read quotations from
Horace, Terence, the two Plinys, Cicero,
and have had much fun from quotations
from Plautus. But you must understand
that my reading and learning, such as it
Is, has been for the most part obtained
after dally labor. Bul now of all the clas-
sies 1 ever read, 1 regard the Bible of
the Old and New Testaments in the He-
brew and Greek tongues the greatest, and
a million times the best of all classics
that were ever written, and only so far
as they are obeyed will our world pros-
per and go ahead.”

ancient

Whether bachelor by choice or through
force of circumstances, Mr. Rice yet holds
views upon love that are not cynical.
He says :—"Love is a power pervasive
of everything glorious. I do not mean
that which is understood to be merely
physical, but that principle of Itself
which reigns In all the noble sons and
daughters of God, In heaven above and
on earth beneath, and In all the inhabit-
ed worlds, the absence of which forms
the abode of the allenated angels.” He
was not without his own love affairs. At
the age of thirteen a wild passion held
him for three months. The malden was
twice his age. With nalvete he says :—
“Of course it came to nothing, as I was
a little bit of a snipper-snapper, and she
was on the way to six feet, but very
fascinating. I cannot tell, however, what
it was that enchanted me. I suspect na-
ture and imagination.” And there were
others. But ldeality seemed to be the
undoing of all these affairs. He calls it
“an ignis fatuus that dances outside of
all creation, and 1s calculated to involve
{tself In the enmity of the general run of
men and women,” and says :—'"‘Hence the
general poverty and misery of the per-
sons endowed with that mysterious, con-
founded thing. It pesters its owner, and
brings him into a state of perpetual
anxlety for that which is magnificent. I
do not mean for mere Immense bulldings
or gorgeous trappings, but for the ex-
quisite taste of things In conception and
finish, moral as well as artistical.”

Besides the selling of books on com-
mission Mr. Rice In his younger days in
the States and In this country added to
his livelihood by working as a hired man
on farms during harvesting. Of late
years, as a citizen of Toronto, his stock-
in-trade of books, generally obtained from
the well-known establishment of Mr. Al
bert Britnell, which he carries in a brown
paper bundle, supplemented by the bulg-
ing pockets of the many coats he wears
regardless of the seasons, has made the
man an object of more than ordinary
interest to those who occasionally may
have been his customers. A few years



