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The War of American Indrjicndmrc was brought to a close in 17S.Î. Inn 

Oswego. Niagara. Detroit. and Michillmackinar remained a* Ilrilish post* 

until their evacuation in 17/1. Oswego and I*rtr>u were transfened in July 

of tltat year. The war in the west had liern carried •■n t.i a Considerable rxlctv 

hy Italians sviio were led and directed hjr white »iflic<fs. With them were 

associated many rough and ready frontiersmen, lurdv and crafty, skilled in 

woodloic and the methods nf the retlman. At the close <-f the war many of 

these British officers gradually drew back to Niagara a-.«l IViroit .-ml n -w we 

first find mention of the country that is the subject of our study.

On June 71 h. 17X4. the Huron and Ottawa Indians who claimed owrersip 

or proprietary rights in the counter sur rounding Detroit, gave liy treaty a 

tract 01 land seven miles square at the mouth -f the Detroit Hiver to the fol. 

lowing British officers or fighters, who had been assreiatrd with them in the 

recent war: Alexander McKee. William CaMwrl". Vhar'es McCormack. 

Robin Ktsrphleet. Antlxmy Si. Martin. Matthew Kilx-lt. Henry Bird. Thomas 

MeKre. and Simon Oirly. By arrangement among ! bent selves. Henry Bird 

was given the northern section This would hr in the northern part of ilx 

Township of Malden, and would Contain what is n--w the northern r: ol 

the Town «*f Ainhersilisug

It should lw noted litre lhal ihe Governor and Council at Qiehrc. ny 

formal pr«<lamat :--n shortly a her. declared lhal no private grants made 1i> the 

Indians would be rrrogiu.-rd : that all grants must rotnr ihr-vigh I he Crojr-i. 

and this part of Southwestern Qurbrc (it was tlien a part of Quebec) had not 

yet been ceded by the Indians to the Crown

The settlement of these lands on the rati side of the riser appears to hase 

been approved of by Goscraor Haidimand.

July 2lnd. 17S4. Jrhn llay. Lieulrnanl Goscmnr of Detroit, wrote to 

Governor Haidimand : "Several hase built upon and improved lands who have 

no other pretensions than the Indians consent possession Captains Bird am! 

Caldwell are of the number, at a place they have called FrederieltsV-rg “ It


