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PREFACE.

It is the object of the following Letters to give

some account of the Colonial Policy of the Adnii-

nistration in which I held the office of Secretary

of State for the Colonial Department. I have not

attempted more than a very slight sketch of the

transactions to which these pages relate, yet much
more time and labour have been occupied in writ-

ing them than I anticipated when they were begun,

chiefly, froiii my having found it necessary to ex-

amine minutely the voluminous papers laid before

Parliament, from which the materials have been

principally drawn. The completion of the task which
I ventured to undertake has also been delayed by
various interruptions from other avocations, so that


